The Journal of the Fire Protection Profession Since 1877 


In this Issue... 


Nation's Second Largest 
Rubber Fire 


Chemical Terminology in 
| Fire Protection 


Tri-County Forces Fight 
Harrisburg Fire 


Chicago's massive City Hall and Central 
Fire Alarm Office periled by 5-11 blaze 


MAY, 1957 








, Swimming is great . . . but 
are you wady 
with the most effective 


artificial respiration 
known to science ? 













FE N 


itators 


"Simplest and Safest’’ 


FIRE ENGINEERING 











for 


ee se er 


FUNCTIONAL 


not Ornamental 


This special pumper for Monocacy, Pa. built by 

Harwick Manufacturing Co. of West Point, Pa., 

That's what's unique about fire apparatus in this day of has a Hale 750 gal. per minute 3 stage centrifugal 
over-decorated automobiles and other mass-produced pump and Hardie high pressure fog guns. The 
products. Fire trucks are still tailor-made, to meet the beester tank has 800 gal. capacity. The truck alse 
t needs of a specific department and community. - ee en ery Sena enon ree 
ct P P ty 3500 watt generator and 2 floodlights; 14 foot 


Specifications on the above truck, down to the most roof, and 30 foot three-section, ladders; a re- 
minute detail, combine the utmost consideration of pur- evecttater; end tel complement of sulvege covers, 
chaser and manufacturer; — a place for everything and Sangeet ron Sar 
everything in its place, each part has its purpose, there 
are no decorative frills. Beauty is produced by its pure 


functionalism. 


The twin FEDERAL Doublestone sirens Propello Ray lights, 
on the fenders, are not for ornament. One will project 
a sharp visual and audible warning far ahead, even if 
the other is blocked by a preceding vehicle. The Beacon 
Ray light on the cab roof provides additional protection 


to the front as well as to the sides and rear. These triple 
safety signals are not happenstance on this truck; 
FEDERAL QUALITY was a most important consideration 


for protecting this valuable vehicle, its contents, and its Si G N 
and 


invaluable crew. 
For little additional investment you can have three way 
protection and arrive faster. By merely specifying 
FEDERAL you can be sure of top quality as well as the 
utmost in protection. 


Specify FEDERAL model 78 Doublestone Sirens and C fo] g ©) fe] ge fl on 


FEDERAL Beacon Ray lights on all your apparatus. Ask 


for catalog 300 today. 8702 S. State St., Chicago 19, Illinois 
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With F. E.’s Correspondents 


Chaplain (Major) Norris T. Mor- 
ton, USAF, our most widely tray- 
eled contributor, has indulged his 
hobby of fire fighting since the age 
of 12. He came by it naturally, his 
father having been chief of the 
Canton, Mass., Fire Department. 
His other hobby is letter writing, 
his mailing list numbering some 
2,000 names. 

While pastor of a Norwood, 
R. I., church, he became a mem- 
ber of the Rhode Island Fire 
Chiefs Club and numerous other 
fire service organizations. In 1943 
he became a military chaplain, 
serving in Florida where, when 
not preaching the gospel, he lec- 
tured on defense against chemical 











NE PTE CRE YT Le a PET TET ee 430 Willian Later he did day 
By Hal Bruno Mediterranean theatre, in Italy, 
t Germany and in Paris, where he 
Tri-County Fire Forces Fight Harrisburg’s Second Largest Fire ............ 432 preached fire protection and reli- 
By John D. Klinepeter gion, incidentally being cited in all 

those countries. 
® fig i Back in the States in ’48 he was 
Quick Destruction in Grand Rapids Boat Yard Fire .................... 434 stationed at Walter Reed Hospital, 
From a Report by Chief Frank H. Burns then assigned to Alaska Air Com- 
mand, and to Edwards Air Force 
Base, again mixing religion and 

DEPARTMENTS fire suppression. 

’ . More recently, firemen in Hono- 
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Sen eo 444 Coming Events .............. ie): ee ae Se ee 
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“Pick” is the number per inch of filler strands, or those which go around the hose. 
FABRILON has the remarkably high pick count of 12 to 14 per inch. In FABRILON, 
high pick count means closely woven twill jackets which resist abrasion and snagging 
and slide over obstacles with minimum surface friction. It also means smooth tex- 
ture, ease of handling, high burst and resistance to pressure shock or water hammer. 


FABRIC FIRE HOSE COMPANY 


THE ONLY EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURER OF FIRE HOSE IN AMERICA 


SANDY HOOK CONNECTICUT 
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Back Bay welcomes new MACK 1250's 
































Shooting high into the Boston sky, the curtain of That’s because no piece of Mack fire apparatus 
water shown above signifies the Boston Fire Depart- leaves the plant until Mack is certain that it is the 
ment’s acceptance of three specially designed 1250 finest equipment of its kind that over 50 years of 
Mack triple combination pumpers. experience and skill can build. Mack maintains this 


unmatched quality by building more of its vital 
components than any other maker. Contact your 
Mack representative today for all the facts on Mack’s 
complete line of fire apparatus. Mack Fire Apparatus, 
Plainfield, New Jersey. In Canada: Mack Trucks 
of Canada, Ltd. 


Scheduled for service in Charlestown, East Boston 
and South Boston, these new pumpers will provide 
first-line protection for extremely challenging terri- 
tory: a highly industrialized area that includes nu- 
merous reminders of Boston’s historic past in the 
many narrow streets, steep hills and old—even 
ancient— buildings. 





Based on long experience with Mack equipment, M A re K 
Boston authorities have no doubts whatsoever about 
the ability of the new pumpers to cope with every- first name for 


thing that Boston terrain and New England weather 


can throw at them. FIRE APPARATUS 


Here’s the last word in fire apparatus, 
designed and built by Mack to 
the specifications of the Boston 
Fire Department. The three new 
combination pumpers are powered 
by heavy-duty Mack engines, 
developing 262 hp at 2600 rpm. 
Extra-wide hose com- 
partments hold 1000 feet 
of 114%” hose, 1600 feet of 
21%" hose and 800 feet 
of 3” hose. There are 
lighted equipment 
compartments for 

tools and appliances 

and a 400-gallon flat- 
bed type booster tank. 











5184 


COMPLETE LINE OF PUMPERS — 500 TO 1250 GPM... SQUAD AND HOSE WAGONS... AERIALS — 65’ TO 100’... COMBINATION LADDER TRUCKS 
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oodrich 


Firemen like the easier- 
handling hose on the right 


link hose onthe right is B.F. 
Goodrich Flexseal hose. It coils 
tighter than the other, ordinary hose 
shown with it because it’s much more 
flexible, 23% lighter and 50% stronger. 

Chief Reed E. Fairley, above, of the 
Willoughby, Ohio, Fire Department, 
says that when they’re out on a call, his 
men rush to use the lighter Flexseal 
hose. It handles much easier and saves 
loading time afterwards because it racks 
naturally on the truck bed without 
kinking or twisting. Trucks can carry a 
third or even twice as much hose with 
Flexseal. 


for MAY, 1957 


Another advantage that makes Flex- 
seal hose a favorite is the exclusive 
B.F.Goodrich Supertseal protection. It 
gives Flexseal 10 times more resistance 
to mildew attack and rotting. Unlike 
ordinary treatments that just coat the 
surface of the hose, the Superseal solu- 
tion penetrates every cord of both inner 
and outer jackets. This special chemical 
treatment also protects against mois- 
ture absorption and freezing, increases 
hose’s fesistance to fire. 

With all these improvements, B.F. 
Goodrich Flexseal hose still costs no 
more than ordinary treated hose. Your 


B.F.Goodrich fire hose distributor can 

ive you more information, or write 
B.F.Goodrich Industrial Products Com- 
pany, Department M-954, Akron 18, 
Ohio. 


B.E Goodrich 


INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS 
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at the Autocar fire last week 
ultimately it may be grateful 
than the immediate aid given d 













ducing it to the “Giant Deluge” 

uge” type of 
nee hose and pumper, and for opening 
a eyes to the unquestionable need 
or an equivalent piece of apparatus out 
















INTELLI-GIANT TURNS THE TIDE 
AT MAJOR AUTOCAR FIRE! 


Rushed from nearby Philadelphia, the SS-99, equipped with 
a Chiksan Intelli-Giant, was pressed into immediate service at 
the Autocar fire. Shifting wind-swept flames threatened to 
destroy the eastern end of the Autocar Building and nearby 
businesses. Within minutes after the torrent from the Intelli- 
Giant was directed on that area of the building, the flames 
were smothered and their spread arrested—dramatic proof 
of the drenching power afforded by this remarkable master 
stream monitor. 

Your town or plant can well benefit from the fire suppres- 
sion advantages this powerful monitor offers. The Chiksan 
Intelli-Giant, equipped with a 3” nozzle, is capable of deliver- 
ing up to 2500 gpm, a far reaching 425’ in distance, and 165’ 
in height, yet it actually costs less than ordinary monitors. 
Send for literature and prices today attention Dept. 245. 


A SUBSIDIARY OF FOOD MACHINERY AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION Ane 


Well Equipment Mfg. Corp. (Division), Houston 1, Texas « Subsidiaries: Chiksan Export Company « Chiksan of Canada, Ltd. 











Eye witnesses credit the Gian’ 

; t De 
(which was developed by the Phindinne 
fire department and can pour 2000 gallons 


minute on a fire from a dis- 


















. Many 
convinced that the Giant Deluge turned 
a pier “ point when the fire, which 
pope — could have turned 
Whether this Was actual 
th 
or not will never be Pes Ms thes 





























The above editorial appeared in the Main Line Times, Ardmore, Pa., 
shortly after the Autocar fire. Reprinted by permission. 






Be sure you see MODERN FIREFIGHTING 


An informative movie on the latest development 
in master stream equipment. Write Chiksan 
Company, 330 No. Pomona Avenue, Brea, 
Calif., to arrange a showing. 


® 
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NEW FOILLE BURN KIT 


This kit contains four 10-ounce Foille Aerosol Sprays, 
easy-to-use Type D first aid dressings and accessories. 
This material is stored in an All-Weather case of 20 gauge 
steel. Continuous piano-type hinge with stops, mounting 
brackets, and complete instructions make it ideal for quick, 
easy use in burn emergencies. 


M-S-A Foille Burn Kit, Aerosol Spray Type, complete, FA-12945 
Foille Aerosol Spray (10-02.).......0.eeeeeeeee-FA-35241 


Place your order today! 


Call the M-S-A man on your every safety problem 
>. « his job is to help you 











NEW 


FOILLE AEROSOL 


SPRAY 


... speeds and simplifies 


BURN TREATMENT 


Instant application of the dressing to the burned 
area, regardless of size or location, is the first 
need in burn emergencies. You answer this need 
the minute you install the new Foille Aerosol 
Spray in your operation. 

At the touch of a finger, this handy device 
sprays a cool, soothing mist of Foille over the 
injured area in seconds. The aerosol action 
directs the Foille to the injury no matter where 
it is located. This eliminates the painful and 
time-consuming methods required for applying 
salve-type dressings. 

The aerosol spray technique lets Foille start 
{ts work faster, more effectively. Foille’s anti- 
septic and cleansing action reduces the chance 
of infection—shortens healing time. 


MINE SAFETY APPLIANCES COMPANY 


201 North Braddock Avenue, Pittsburgh 8, Pa. 
At Your Service: 76 Branch Offices in the United States 


MINE SAFETY APPLIANCES CO. OF CANADA, LTD, 
Toronto, Montreal, Calgary, Edmonton, Winnipeg, 
Vancouver, Sydney, N.S. 

Representatives in Principal Cities in Mexico, Central and South America 
Cable Address: “MINSAF” Pittsburgh 
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NEW anniversary International 


New Golden Anniversary INTERNATIONAL Fire Truck Chas- 
sis are livelier, safer and more economical than ever .. . the 
crowning achievement of fifty years of quality truck production. 


Here are trucks that start quicker, get moving faster and 
keep going longer . . . specialized chassis built for the special 
job of fire fighting. These new INTERNATIONALS are easier to 
handle and have bigger, better brakes. They have a new rugged 
chassis for lasting service, built throughout to serve longer. 


Contact your INTERNATIONAL Dealer or Branch for all the 
facts. Call or see him today. 
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£5 sii RBE PR ALES , 
ROR EA aude 
New Golden Anniversary INTERNATIONAL Fire Truck Chassis are 
offered in models with 16,000 to 33,000 lbs. GVW. Power plants are 
famous six-cylinder engines with more usable horsepower. Other 
popular INTERNATIONAL fire fighters include V- Line models with the 
most productive V-8 power you can get, 257 hp! 


rire Truck Chassis 


Faster acceleration, higher road speeds with more usable power 
in every model. Flashing performance along with famous INTER- 
NATIONAL reliability and economy. Greater efficiency with higher, 
7.5 to 1 compression ratios. New 12-volt ignition system with “hot 
spark” starting circuit for quicker, surer starts. Positive engagement 
starter eliminates “false” starts. 


New long, 3-inch wide springs iron out bumps and vibrations. 
Ample capacity for heaviest loads. Front springs are shackled at 
the rear for longer life and greater stability. 


- Safer stops and longer lining life are yours with larger brakes, 
cylinders and boosters. 


Steering gears are more rugged, mounted ahead of the front axle INTERNATIONAL Harvester Company * CHICAGO 
Motor Trucks * Crawler Tractors * Construction Equipment 


for easier handling and more positive control. McCormick® Farm Equipment and Farmall® Tractors 
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Chief POWHATAN’S wew 
DURA-FOG NOZZLE 


> A Strong Husky Nozzle 
» Maintenance Free 

> Greater Reach 

p> Finer Dispersion 

p> Denser Curtain 


p> Each Nozzle Sold Has A 
100% Performance Test 















Rubber bumper 

rie protection and 
non-s . “Clicks” 
into At stream 

or desired fog pattern. 
Stream can 3 selected 
by sight or touch. 
Floating gland type shut 
off. Shock absorbant 
shut off mechanism. 
Sure grip base and 
sturdy handle. 







* So Called Because of its Durability 


90° FOG PATTERN 






30° FOG PATTERN | 60° FOG PATTERN 
NOZZLE PRESSURE| GPM REACH GPM REACH GPM REACH 
100 PSI 60 40’ 65 30’ 72 20’ 
125 PSI 65 43’ 68 35’ 























































We have been manufacturing fire protection items for the 
past 64 years. If you do not have one, write for our cata- 
log “A" which shows Powhatan's complete line. 


. POWHATAN 


BRASS AND IRON WORKS 
RANSON, WEST VIRGINIA 


REG. U.S.PAT. 
orr. 
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For years, volunteers have voted enthusiastically for Barton- 
American Type UA Front-Mounted Fire Pumps . . . and 
installed them on thousands of trucks. The reason is simple. 
Type UA Pumps provide ex/ra fire-fighting advantages with 
these outstanding features: 


Exclusive, positive interlocking pump clutch has direct me- 
chanical connection — can't slip at a fire. 


Convenient, direct controls are located in front, on or near 
the pump. This speeds training of recruits, prevents confusion 
and makes operation fast and easy. 


Front location and simple pump construction cut inspection 
and maintenance time ’way down —a great help to busy 
volunteers. 


. Effective frost-proof construction protects pump. 


. Front pump weighs less, uses no body space. You can 


carry more water, more equipment. It also improves 
weight distribution — gives truck better road-handling 
balance. 


. Pump is delivered complete with factory-engineered 


power take-off shaft, universal joints and pump gear 
ratios best for your truck's engine. 
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| VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS 
GET EXTRA ADVANTAGES WITH 
BARTON-AMERICAN FIRE PUMPS 








You can fight fires with two or more hose lines while truck 
is moving. Both volume and high pressure to 400 Ibs. for 
effective fog streams. 


~ 
° 





8. Positive frost-proof priming with fast, trouble-free, engine 
vacuum primer of time-tested design. 


9. With drive wheels on solid ground, you can “nose’’ down to 
pond or stream to draft water inaccessible to midship pumpers. 


10, The UA Front Pump is precision-built of best materials — 
yet costs less to buy and install because it is simpler. 


And there are other advantages — including our Service 
Pump Plan that helps keep your pumper always ready for 
use. Investigate the Barton-American Type UA now! 





WRITE 

a x AMERICAN *x 
FOR 

BULLETIN FIRE PUMP COMPANY 

8330-C. 


BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN, U.S.A. 
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Where will FIRE 
= 
start in your plant? 
— Whatever the hazard, dip tanks, record storage vaults, spray booths, Kidde’s carbon 
dioxide fire extinguishing system protects your plant 24 hours a day, gives you the l 
fastest, safest fire protection ever made! Product of more than thirty years’ experi- 
ence, the Kidde system boasts more features than any other make on the market _| 


today. Features like: 

All operating parts completely enclosed to guard against fouling 

or accidental operation. 

No clumsy triggering methods or falling weights. 

Self-contained; no outside power needed. 

Visual indicators to show if system has been operated. r 
| Easy testing of all operating parts. 

No parts to replace after operation or test. 


Fast-acting, clean carbon dioxide does the job that no other extinguishing agent can 
do: snuffs fire out in seconds, then vanishes into thin air. Won’t harm valuable 
-—— machinery, leaves no mess to clean up. Write for Kidde’s pressure operated carbon ‘> 
dioxide fire extinguishing systems booklet today. 


Walter Kidde & Company, Inc. | 
533 Main St., Belleville 9, N. J. 


Walter Kidde & Company of Canada Ltd., Montreal—Toronto 
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Tells you instantly what brand and construction you're getting! 


American Heavy-Duty 
Red, blue, red High Test 


American Medium- 


Green, red, green Weight High Test 


American Light- 
weight Extra Flexible 


Blue & red with Crackerjack 
white 


Green & red with Tiger 
white 


Red, green, red 


Heavy-duty cotton-synthetic 
jacket 


Medium-weight cotton-synthetic 
jacket 


Lightweight cotton-synthetic 
jacket 


Heavy-duty cotton jacket 


Medium-weight cotton jacket 


Lightweight cotton jacket 


Or your own special identifying stripe 
can be woven into any AMERICAN hose you order 


Test report, too —Each 50-foot length of AMERICAN Municipal fire hose is factory 
proof tested, with couplings on, for burst strength, stretch and twist. Test report ac- 
companies each shipment — further proof that you're getting what you order. 


Why take a chance on unidentified warehouse stock? Specify AMERICAN — since 
1907 the hose with the helpful identifying stripe and test report. 


Factory & General Offices: » 1145 Park Avenue + Oakland 8, California - Phone OLympic 2-0800 


SEATTLE * PORTLAND © SAN FRANCISCO * LOS ANGELES © BOISE © ST. LOUIS © SALT LAKE CITY 
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The Scientific Approach 
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ar that INCTANT PUNCH 


John BEAN high-pressure fog apparatus 


The instant punch of John Bean high pressure fog stops fires before they 
grow. Microscopic size fog particles provide maximum heat absorbing effect with any 
type fire. This scientific approach, with the original 


John Bean high pressure fog, extinguishes 95% 
fires faster — with little or no water damage. 
That’s why so many fire departments 

select John Bean fire apparatus. 


HPF ,.. high pressure fog equip- 
ment that makes water go 10 


times as far. Fighting fires on 
the run or stationary, there’s no 
problem of water source. One 
gallon of water as high pressure 
fog has the fire killing capacity 
of ten or more gallons discharged 
in a conventional stream, 


of your 


LITTLE BEAN .. . high pressure fog plus 
extra mobility for instant action 


Built for speed, compactness and easy han- 
dling, the “Little Bean” high-pressure fog 
fire fighter is ideal for your “first out” unit 
— and as an all-around fire fighter for 
smaller and rural departments — for the fast 
knockout of forest, grass and brush fires — 
for airport and industrial plant protection. 





MULTI-PURPOSE high pressure fog equipment 


Apparatus shown at right is typical of special purpose units 


engineered by John Bean, These 


fire fighters are designed 


to accommodate all types of accessory tools and emer- 


gency equipment such as salvage and rescue equipment, 


COMBINATION LADDER and RESCUE UNIT 


forceable entry tools, ladders, light generators, flood lights, 
two-way radio, walkie-talkie, acetylene cutting torches, 


portable power saws and drills, 


first aid equipment, and 


« 


regular fire department tools and appliances. 


COMBINATION SQUAD and RESCUE UNIT 





John 





Lansing 4, Michigan San Jose 1, California 
Please send me literature on the following fire fighters: 


(] HPV — high pressure fog and volume ( HPF — high pressure fog 
C1 Little Bean high pressure fog C Multi-Purpose high p 


BEAN Division of Food Machinery and Chemical Corp. 
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Knoxville selects General Electric Progress Line 
Two-Way Radio System for fire protection 


Knoxville, Tennessee, selected General Electric’s Progress 
Line two-way radio for its Fire Department because it offers 
highest reliability with lowest maintenance cost. High fidelity 
communication is assured by the controlled reluctance micro- 
phones, standard on all Progress Line radios. And only 
General Electric two-way radios are equipped with 6600 series 
pre-tested, long-life communication-type tubes. 

According to James Swanner, Superintendent of Fire 
Alarms, solid radio contact can be maintained between his 
base radio station and that of the Chattanooga Fire Depart- 
ment—114 miles away. He explained that this contact was 
requested by Civil Defense authorities to tie together fire 
fighting facilities of the two cities in event of disaster. General 
Electric Communication Engineers placed the Knoxville base 
station atop a ridge several hundred feet above surrounding 


terrain, to assure meeting the CD requirement. Ma a negate pag 
All of Knoxville’s fire stations are tied together by the tare tear all leuaslian aad teeway tise: 


radio system. In addition, 15 engines, a Civil Defense emer- tion. All fire station and key vehicles are coordinated 
gency truck, ambulance, and cars of the Chief, Assistant | via new General Electric two-way radio system. 

Chief, Superintendent of Fire Alarms, two inspectors, and a 
mechanic are now smoothly coordinated by two-way radio. 
This progressive Fire Department has already demonstrated For Sales and Service . . . see “Radio Communi- 
many times how General Electric two-way radio provides im- cation Equipment” in your yellow pages. Or, 


roved fire protection for the Knoxvill li ; write: General Electric Co., Communication 
P prea aay @ metropolitan ares. Equipment Section C2957, Electronics Park, 


. . * Syracuse, New York. In Canada: C.G.E. Elec- 
Your use of two-way radio can save money for taxpayers in tronics, 830 Landsdowne Avenue, Toronto. 
your city through reduced municipal fire insurance rates for 
cities with radio-equipped fire departments. 














Progress ls Our Most Important Product 


GENERAL @@ ELECTRIC 
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ire in the bud...with 


/ nuclear enersy pyR-A-LARM 


Nuclear energy has already taken over the fire watch in 
moré than a hundred of America’s biggest and best known 
orgamizations, which have installed PYR-A-LARM. 


‘»<This revolutionary nuclear-powered predetection and 
‘alarm system detects the combustion process before it 
/ reaches the stage of smoke or flame. It sounds the alarm 
' long before dangerous temperatures develop . . . long be- 
fore a thermally sensitive device would react. It gives the 
-fire department plenty of time to act. 


Fire chiefs agree that most fires are easily controlled 
if caught during the first five minutes, while still in the 
incipient stage. PYR-A-LARM’S unique nuclear energy 
principle does just that. Many fires detected by PYR-A- 
LARM can actually be extinguished with portable first aid 
equipment. The precious minutes saved by PYR-A-LARM 
may mean the difference between a brief flare-up and a Among organizations 
tragic and costly fire. which have installed the 


Why not let us arrange a demonstration in your office, PYR-A-LARM System are: 
f ad 
or send for full information? Consolidated Edison 





On Illinois Bell Telephone Co. 


i PYROTRONICS, Post Office Box 390, Newark, N. J. FE 5-57 || Union Carbide and Carbon Corp. 


C1 Kindly send literature describing PYR-A-LARM. wrest 0 


“ietgat U. S. Navy (Guided Missile Ships) 
! C) Please contact me to arrange a demonstration in my office. United States Stee! Corporation 


Westinghouse Electric Corp. 
y NAME OF PLANT 


F IRATE ae ie eee Bae AEST ET 
AND FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS |, eens: | Samanaer 








RAR GES OREN MERE REE ERT PEN GOD GEE Ok MER cee BY eR oe ey oan eam el 


















you can pre-select 
the stream before 
the “BIG STICK” 













MYSTERY 


NOZZLES 





*stream indicators for 
pre-selecting stream... 


*patent pending 


There’s no guess work in selecting the stream you want before these new JUMBO 
Mystery Nozzles go to work. The new J and JN-200 Nozzles now feature indicators for 
pre-selection of stream ...and this pre-selection is done by merely turning the barrel 
until the desired stream selection is opposite the arrows. Straight Stream 30°—60°—90° 
fog are shown on the indicator. “O” ring type packing assures a more lasting seal. 
Elkhart’s newly patented inner construction now affords easy operation under any 
pressure. For further information please write — 


ELKHART BRASS MFG. CO., INC. ELKHART, INDIANA 
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MOTOROLA 


2-WAY FIRE RADIO 


MOTOROLA COMMUNICATIONS & ELECTRONICS, INC 


A SUBSIDIARY OF MOT 


ROLA, INC 
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| is 
_split-channel operation 








Here is the newest striking example of the far-sighted 
protection you enjoy in your Motorola 2-way radio. 
“Split-channel” operation, which permits increased 
use of the frequency band available to you for 2-way 
radio, was recently sanctioned by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. Motorola anticipated the 
need years ago... and prepared for it by incorporat- 
ing the PeRMaKAy filter, oven-type crystals and ad- 
justable Instantaneous Deviation Control into all 
systems. The result: Today Motorola is really ready 
for split-channel operation. 


Built right into every piece of Motorola 2-way radio 
equipment shipped today are all the extra features 
necessary for simple and inexpensive conversion to 
split-channel operation. In fact, transmitters shipped 
since January, 1956 already meet or exceed the basic 
requirements recently set forth by the FCC. Motorola 
receivers and transmitters produced since 1949 re- 
quire only a simple field modification kit for full com- 
liance with the new rules. 


Be sure your 2-way radio won’t be rendered obso- 
lete by split-channel conversion. Compare Motorola 
with any other system for ease and cost of conversion 
...compare the “after-conversion” performance of 
both and you'll see for yourself how Motorola’s en- 
gineering protects you for years to come. 


If you bought Motorola—you have no worry. If 
you are now selecting your 2-way radio, be sure it’s 
Motorola. Select the split-channel equipment or the 
standard bandwidth equipment with ready receiver 
conversion to split-channel bandwidth. 


Every Motorola 2-way radio system has one important built-in feature that 
you'll never actually see—the OBSOLESCENCE INSURANCE provided by 
years-ahead planning and design. 


e*eeeeoeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeepeoeen#waeeeeeaeeeeneee ee eo 





radio than all others combined. 

Proof of acceptance, experience and quality. 

The only COMPLETE radio communications service= 
specialized engineering... product...customer 
service... parts...installation... 
maintenance... finance...lease. 

"The best costs you less—specify Motorola.” 


@eeeeeoesvoeeeeoeeeeoeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eee 


Motorola consistently supplies more mobile and portable 
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Hose made with DACRON is lighter and 


REG. U. S. PAT. OFF. 


easier to handle... gets into action fast 


e Like the Natchez, Mississippi, Fire Department, headed by 
Chief James Druetta, departments all over the country are 
using hose made with Du Pont “‘Dacron’’* polyester fiber. 
They like the lightness and flexibility that make for ease of 


i 
WHERE SECONDS COUNT lightweight hose 
made with “Dacron” is preferred because 
it's easier to carry ... gets into action fast. 


AN EXTRA 500 FEET of hose goes into a 
standard truck bed when the filler cords 
are “Dacron”. 


handling . . . speed in getting into action. They like the 
stubborn resistance of “‘Dacron’’ to deterioration by rot and 
mildew. 


The load-carrying filler cord of “‘Dacron’’ gives extra 
strength—makes hose wear better and last longer than ordi- 
nary hose of thesame construction. Hose made with “‘Dacron’’ 
racks more compactly, too. 


Du Pont makes “‘Dacron’’ yarn and supplies it to hose 
manufacturers. The combination of the unusual properties 
of ‘‘Dacron’’ plus fire hose manufacturers’ skill has resulted 
in a superior type of fire hose. Hose made with Du Pont 
“Dacron’”’ is produced by all leading fire-hose manufacturers. 
The next time you buy hose, be sure it’s made with ““Dacron’’. 
E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co. 

(Inc.), Textile Fibers Department, 
Wilmington 98, Delaware. 


**Dacron” is Du Pont's registered trademark for 
its polyester fiber. 


BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING. . 


REG. U.S, PAT. OFF 


. THROUGH CHEMISTRY 


FIRE HOSE MADE WITH “DACRON'"~—is easier to handle... 
gives improved performance...racks more compactly. 
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Today hundreds of machine shops use 
magnesium with complete safety. Thanks 
to Pyrene’s G-1 Powder (fully approved 
by Underwriters’ and Factory Mutual Lab- 
oratories) ... they are safeguarded against 
damage due to fire. 

There is a specific safety-engineered Pyrene- 


THE 


BRANCHES 


IN ATLANTA 


Magnesium is safe with G-1! 


C-O-Two fire extinguisher or system designed 
for all classes of fire. 

Call your local Pyrene-C-O-Two distributor 
today. He carries a complete line of quality 
extinguishers, systems, brass goods, hose and 
accessories. His authoritative advice is yours 
... for the asking. Or write to: 


FYR-FYTER COMPANY 


Dept. FE, Newark 1, New Jersey 


* CHICAGO + DALLAS + OETROIT * 


SAN FRANCISCO 











The Original MIDWESTERN 
STRIPED SAFETY COAT 


Reduces Accidents — Saves Lives 


When working under hazardous conditions in smoke, fog, 
dust and darkness, you deserve the safety protection found 
only in the Midwestern Striped Safety Coat. The highly 
visible yellow stripes are rubberized as part of the material 

. not glued, painted or sewed on. Tests show that Mid- 
western yellow stripes retain their natural color and have 
the same durability as the black fabric. 


There are many imitations but no substitute for the 
superior quality, design, fabric texture and outstandi 
safety features of MIDWESTERN SAFETY CLOTHING 
FOR FIREMEN! 


MIDWESTERN 
COMBINATION SAFETY SUIT 


The Midwestern Rubberized Coat and Bunker 
Pants combination make it easy for firemen to 
keep both warm and dry even in the most severe 
weather. Close fitting collar and elastic inner 
sleeve keep out sparks and water. Pants have 
double-stitched seams, reinforcing rivets at points 
of strain. Both garments available with detach- 
able wool linings. 

For complete information on our full line of 
safety clothing for firemen, see your Midwestern 
dealer. A letter to the factory will also bring you 
literature and materials for your inspection. 





GONE GENUINE WITHOUT THIS TRADE mane 


MIDWESTERN SAFETY MFG. CO. mackinaw, Illinois 





Manufacturers of the Famous MACKINAW Safety Coats 
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Two Ward LaFrance Model 1120T Semi-Cab Pumpers with new Waterous 
Electro-Matic CM-1000 G.P.M. pumps recently delivered to Yonkers, N.Y. 


ANOTHER CITY—Yonkers, N.Y.—has with unusual safety features—repre- 
joined the ever-lengthening list of sent the finest fire fighting equipment 
communities that have put 1957 available today. They offer the de- 
Ward LaFrance pumpers in service. pendable fire protection and service 
Why not consider one of the many for which the Ward LaFrance name 
pil Ward LaFrance models for your has been famed for over 39 years. Ask 
community too? to have a Ward LaFrance representa- 
These new pumpers — with their tive tell you about these 1957 models 
specially designed cabs and chassis in detail. 


WARD LaFRANCE 


TRUCK CORPORATION 


GENERAL OFFICE & FACTORY: Grand Central Ave., Elmira, N.Y. Tel. 3-563! DIRECT FACTORY BRANCH 139th St., & Bruckner Blvd., 
New York 54, N.Y. Tel CYpress 2-3300 EXPORT: Ward LaFrance International, Inc., Elmira, N.Y., U.S.A. Cable Address: “Wardtruck” 


FIRE APPARATUS MANUFACTURERS FOR OVER 39 YEARS 
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Proven best for all 
types of fire hose! 





MIANIGAS ROIRNGESE 














STRONGER 


Combines the strength of manganese with 
shock-proof quality of forged bronze alloy. 
Extra reinforcing ring in hose bowl expan- 
sion area means added strength in the 
most critical area. 


LIGHTER 


Structurally engineered for minimum 
weight. Yet Manga-Forge couplings carry 
a wide margin of strength to sustain shock, 
stress and impact. 














MORE DURABLE DESIGN other damage, ““”neetions ang 
* NON-LEA 

Special reinforcing rings protect parts of cision const se NSTRUCTION— pre 

coupling most susceptible to abrasion en long, tiie ot gasket seq/ 

and shock — the threads, swivel and hose ‘ghest pressures, *°*Vice under 





bowls. 


pono - = 


HOW TO SPECIFY 
MANGA-FORGE COUPLINGS 


Couplings to be forged from a manganese-bronze 
alloy, with reinforcing rings located at the mid- 
section of the hose bowls. Three rocker-type lugs 
on the male and swivel with Higbee indicator. 


Sistah since dani ediiainisasiiaiaam 
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In case fir, -call BOARDMAN ! 


If you are one of the many chiefs... 
from coast to coast ... who have had 
the experience of purchasing and 
working with a BOARDMAN-built pumper, 
you’ve experienced the combination 
of fire truck performance with the 
economy of a commercial chassis. 
There are many, many advantages. 


BOARDMAN custom built fire fighters 
are really dependable. Each is 
equipped with the famous Waterous 
pump... the standard of the industry. 


And a commercial chassis assures you 
of a quick, local source of truck parts, 
so necessary for emergency vehicles. 


Let us send you the complete BOARDMAN 
story. Just drop us a line TODAY! 








THE BOARDMAN Co. 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 


Dealerships available in some choice localities. Write TODAY! 
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Built-in 
protection of 

pure DACRON* / 
at critical 

fold areas... 





WRITE TODAY 
FOR COMPLETE 
INFORMATION 
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of hose wear! 


Super Fyr-Strype, Fyr-Fyter’s newest first line municipal fire 
hose, has built-in protection of pure Dacron* strips over the 
total outer jacket fold areas! These areas are the highly 
vulnerable points of standard cotton jacket hose where 90% 
of wear occurs. Super Fyr-Strype’s tough and rugged rein 
forcing strips are practically immune to wear ... they pro 
vide a new high in resistance to the ravages of abrasion! 
Added advantages include extra strengthening at key points 
permitting high test pressure—an extra safety margin; quicker 
drying at folds and creases—a positive protection against 
mildew at these points because the Dacron fold strips are 
non-absorbent; and increased flexibility for faster unloading 
and easier racking. 

In addition to fold strips, both outer and inner jackets 
are also reinforced with Dacron filler cord. Here again Super 
Fyr-Strype has built-in extra endurance and resiliency for 
top performance, plus high resistance to mildew, chemicals 
and water absorption. It is 15% lighter and 50% stronger 
than conventional hose. This double jacket, 600 Ib. test hose 
is available in 50 ft. lengths, either 1%” or 242” diameter. 


*DuPont’s trade-mark for its polyester fiber. 





221 CRANE STREET, DAYTON 1, OHIO 


Branches: New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago, Atlanta, 
Dallas, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Portland, Seattle 


REPRESENTATIVES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES 
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FISK CRUE 
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Yf New York 


Rockwood fire 
equipment is used 
on the _ twenty- 
three fire trucks of 
the New York 
State Thruway 
Authority. Trucks 
were built by 
Young Fire 
Equipment Corp., 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


















427 miles of New York State Thruway and 
Rockwood Fire Equipment is protecting it! 


It takes versatile fire equipment 
to protect 427 continuous miles from 
fire — and Rockwood has just the 
equipment to do it! 

Each of the twenty-three fire 
trucks used by the New York State 
Thruway Authority is equipped with 
— Rockwood Manual Remote Control 
Turret, Type FFF FogFOAM .. . 
two Ground Sweep Nozzles . . . two 
Hand Line Nozzles with FF Exten- 
sions .. . a Piercing Applicator . . 
and a Type D Proportioner for 
Rockwood FOAM and WET. 

From New York City to Buffalo 
these highly maneuverable fire 


trucks are ready to quickly control 
gasoline, oil or brush fires — and 
thanks to Rockwood Double 
Strength FOAM — they can do a 
big job with a relatively small 
amount of water. 

Rockwood Double Strength 
FOAM, the fast-flow fluid FOAM, 
makes a minimum of 2,640 gallons of 
expanded FOAM extinguishing 
agent — using only 330 gallons of . 
water! 

Many leading fire truck users rely 
on Rockwood fire fighting products. 
Send for Rockwood’s free booklet. 


Get all the facts on Rockwood fire 


fighting equipment — just fill in the 
coupon below. The Rockwood prod- 
ucts have been tested and listed by 
Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc. 





ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER COMPANY 
Portable Fire Protection Division 


1552 Harlow Street 
arlow Str LB 


Worcester 5, Mass. 

Please send me your illustrated 
booklet on Rockwood fire fighting 
products. 





ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER COMPANY 


Engineers Water . . 
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. to Cut Fire Losses 
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Your increasing preference for Ardmore Reels is deeply 
gratifying to us. For we spare no effort to build into these 
better reels the swift, smooth, sure performance modern fire- 
I fighting demands. 


Ardmore Fire-Fighting Reels are now available in explosion- 


proof, starter-motor, and hand-wind models...single or dual 
...with or without hose rollers. All models are competitively 
/ priced. Complete catalog on request. Write, wire or phone: 


NORTHBROOK 


ardmore products eis 


Division of Amco Corporation CRESTWOOD 2- 5000 
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EAGLE NATECS RADIO-CONTROLLED SYSTEM REPORTS: 


THIS INTERSECTION 


IS CLEAR! 




































... even another emergency vehicle won’t cross it now 





This driver knows the intersection is clear . . . by 
the glowing white light. And if a second emer- 
gency vehicle should approach on the cross-street, 
another white light facing the second driver will 
flash on and off, warning that the first vehicle has 
priority, 

Natecs is radio controlled. A transmitter on the 
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vehicle beams the message to a receiver on the 
intersection signal. And it’s all automatic. The 
driver doesn’t even have to flip a switch when the 
vehicle changes direction. Operation on radar 
frequencies permits a narrow beam that won’t 
affect any signals but those directly ahead . . . up 
to 14 mile. 


sesseeeeee MAIL COUPON TODAY eaeaunenusnene 


EAGLE SIGNAL CORPORATION 
Municipal Division, Dept. FE-557 
MOLINE, ILLINOIS 


Please send complete information on Eagle’s new emergency 
traffic control system. 





NAME AND TITLE 





MUNICIPALITY 





FULL ADDRESS 
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The 1997 
Fire Chiefs Conference and 
Buyers’ Guide Issue of 


featuring 


THE FORWARD LOOK IN 
FIRE PROTECTION and 
YOUR ANNUAL DIRECTORY 

OF FIRE EQUIPMENT 

MANUFACTURERS 





The year's biggest issue of FIRE ENGINEERING 

... the one that's kept for year ‘round reference... 
the FIRE CHIEFS' CONFERENCE and BUYERS’ 
GUIDE ISSUE ...is coming in August! 


Never before in our 


publishing history, and 
1957 MARKS OUR 


has there been an issue that will offer so 


much helpful information, such _ practical 


guidance for the Fire Chief. For Example, 


> IMPORTANT 
EDITORIAL 
THEME = 


page after page will be de- 
voted to “The Forward Look 
in Fire Protection” . . . deal- 
ing with the most pressing 
problems facing fire depart- 

ments today and tomorrow 
|... and what to do about 
' them. 


> WIDEST 
APPEAL = 


every important phase of fire 
protection and prevention 
will be covered . . . for prac- 
tical application in every 


branch of the service—paid, 
volunteer, industrial! 


> YOUR BUYERS’ 
GUIDE= 


the most complete directory 
ever made available to the 
fire service is rightfully called 
“the market place of the 
field” by many readers and 


advertisers. This big section 
will include lists of appara- 
tus, equipment and supplies 
in all product classifications, 
covering every type of equip- 
ment fire departments use . . . 
embracing all products fea- 
tured in the advertising 
pages of FIRE ENGINEERING 
. . . and that means practic- 
ally every manufacturer of 
any consequence! 


The GUIDE, plus informative 
advertisements throughout 
the issue, will provide you 
with a handy and depend- 
able reference for buying use 
on a year-’round basis. 





Whether or not you attend the exhibits at the IAFC Conference 
(September 8-12, New Orleans) the 1957 FIRE CHIEFS’ CON- 
FERENCE and BUYERS’ GUIDE ISSUE will keep you abreast of 
developments in the latest and most modern apparatus, 
equipment and supplies. Look for it! 


74 this in the Abugust 
FIRE ENGINEERING 


305 East 45th Street, New York 17, N. Y. 
OREGON 9-4000 ABC/ABP 


Closing Date for Advertisers: July 25! 
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Fire Chief Gann Nalley, and 
Mayor Mann, welcome the 
modern Gamewell Fire Alarm 
system installed to protect the 
lives and property of their 
fast-growing community. 


LITTLE ROCK, ARK., 








TIRE PACES 


in Little Rock 

Original Gamewell system served 
efficiently for 42 years. 202 new 
boxes located in high value dis- 
tricts. 

Average of 35 boxes per square 
mile of built-up area. 

Class A Form 4 switchboard, with 
operator’s console, Loud Speaker 
Inter-communication and paging 
system serving 11 fire stations, and 
fire station recording and alarm 
sounding equipment. 

Industrial plants to be safeguarded 
through amewell ““Master Box 
Plan” for extra protection of 
workmen and industrial plants. 
Complete system installed, de- 
preciated and maintained for less 
than $70.00 per box per year. Ad- 
ditional boxes can be installed and 
maintained for substantially less 
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THE BOX IS POSITIVE 






REPORTS... 
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st, Reduced 


Rates with New 
Me OMEWELL SYSTEM 


On April 14, 1956, Little Rock joined the ever-increasing list of com- 
munities which have thoroughly investigated all types of fire alarm sys- 
tems — and selected Gamewell. Here is what they found: 

@ Average annual cost would be as much as 2% times cheaper than 
leased voice type service. ' 

@ Gamewell system sets into operation, automatically, the dispatching 
facilities for the entire fire defenses — including all required central 
office equipment. The fire alarm system is tailored exactly to the Fire 
Chief’s needs and city’s fire defense plan. 

@ It contributes to improvement of city’s fire insurance rating from Class 
IV to III — a saving to property owners of some $100,000 a year! 

This new 202-box system was planned for coverage of high value districts 

and will be expanded to protect the fast-developing outlying areas — addi- 

tional boxes quickly added at very low cost. 

Get ALL The Facts! You can bring these same advantages to your 

community. Just ask fora FREE Gamewell Survey. And, most important, 

be sure you have all the facts on costs and completeness of vital municipal 
fire alarm protection — send for the Gamewell Booklet, 

**Conversation or Organization’’. Write: 











THE 
GAMEWELL 


COMPANY 
Newton Upper Falls 64 
Massachusetts 


REDUCES HUMAN ERROR 
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Fire Communications — Asset or Liability? 


On the evening of March 21, 1957, a 5-11 fire, start- 
ing on the second floor of Chicago’s huge County City 
Building, caused damage of half a million dollars to the 
so-called “fireproof” structure, and its anything but 
fireproof contents. 


The story of that fire is told elsewhere in this issue. 
But one detail, however, deserves special considera- 
tion because of the lesson it teaches, That is the “trial- 
by-fire” of the Fire Alarm Bureau of the Chicago Fire 
Department, which is located on the sixth floor of the 
City Hall. 


Within the cramped confines of the Fire Alarm Of- 
fice, telephone operators and dispatchers of the Bu- 
reau faced the prospect of possible injury or death by 
suffocation, if not by actual fire. And. the City of Chi- 
cago faced the prospect of destruction of its vital 
Central Fire Alarm ‘Headquarters and the crippling 
of almost its entire fire communication system. 


How the Department’s communications personnel 
behaved during the tense moments when they were 
handling the alarms and messages for the fire that was 
raging below them and coursing upward towards their 
floor and their office—as well as handling other routine 
fire department communications, is deserving of more 
praise and space than we can give it here. Suffice to 
say, they never quit their post in the face of hazards 
they never should have been exposed to in the first 
place, had the repeated injunctions of the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters, and of Chicago Fire De- 
partment, and Fire Alarm Bureau officials been heeded. 


The various surveys of Chicago’s fire protection fa- 
cilities have included such recommendations as “The 
location of the headquarters equipment (fire alarm 
facilities ) is not suitable either as to building used or 
its location” . . . “the probability of failure is acute and 
early action towards complete revamping of the fire 
alarm system is imperative.” 


We do not know how many of the recommendations 
made in these surveys have been adopted by the Chi- 
cago Fire Department but obviously, the most impor- 


tant consideration——the erection of a modern fire alarm 
headquarters building, in a park or other area “beyond 
the exposure to a conflgration,” was never heeded. 


It remains to be seen what action the City will 
take with this latest evidence of near-disaster before 
it. Meanwhile, it should be pointed out that Chicago 
is not the only municipality that has long invited dis- 
aster through exposing its critical communications sys- 
tem to destruction by fire or some other element. 

There are too many others. Only a short while back 
a serious fire occurred in an old combustible municipal 
building in an eastern city which came close to wreck- 
ing the fire alarm system. Throughout the breadth 
of the nation many a fire chief and fire alarm superin- 
tendent knows he is sitting on a “keg of dynamite” 
when it comes to possible damage to, or total destruc- 
tion of, his vital fire alarm communications. 

It doesn’t matter just where the fault lies: The 
blame, as we see it, must be shared by communica- 
tions heads and fire chiefs alike. Reduced to simplest 
terms, this most critical element of municipal fire pro- 
tection has not been “sold” either to the taxpayers or 
to those city officials who are responsible for providing 
the necessary funds for maintaining safe, efficient, 
dependable fire alarm communications. 


We see the reshuffling and modernizing of fire sta- 
tions; the erection of new ones, and of costly fire de- 
partment training grounds—we note the addition of 
modern apparatus and equipment to keep fire depart- 
ments abreast of the new and serious fire hazards of 
the day, but in too many instances the very nerve cen- 
ters of the departments themselves remain neglected 
and undernourished. 

The communications systems of our cities represent 
a very considerable investment of the taxpayer's 
money. If they are to continue to pay dividends in bet- 
ter, more efficient protection against fire and other 
emergencies, they must have the same consideration 
—and financial support, that is given to other essen- 
tial fundamentals of fire protection. 


IH 8. Lenard. i 
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Fire consumes vast Pequanoc plant as firemen get lines into operation. Power wires hampered fire fighters in the early stages. Note lineman 
atop pole cutting cables. Morris County civil defense natural disaster plan was activated to control blaze 


Nation's Second Largest Rubber Fire 


Spontaneous ignition probable cause of $5 million Pequanoc 


rubber plant conflagration ... sprinklers were cut off in error 


WHAT BIDS FAIR to become the na- 
tion’s second largest and most costly rub- 
ber fire occurred Tuesday, February 26, 
with the almost complete destruction of 
the huge plant of the Pequanoc Rubber 
Company, Butler, N. J. As this is written, 
actual property loss figures are not avail- 
able but estimates by competent authori- 
ties place the figure at $5 million. The 
most costly rubber fire in history occurred 
October 11, 1941, in Fall River, Mass., 
where property loss was reported at $11 
million. 

The Pequanoc Rubber Company is 
reputed to be the largest reclaimer of 
rubber in the world. It operated a sprawl- 
ing plant located on Main Street, Butler, 
N. J., between the Pequanoc River and 
the New York, Susquehanna and Western 
Railroad. 

The company reclaimed rubber from 
scrap by a mechanical and chemical proc- 
ess, the scrap for the most part consisting 
of old automobile tires. In the manufac- 
turing process the rubber is torn to pieces 
in cracking machines and then placed in 
large lead-lined tanks and boiled in sul- 
phuric acid. The action of the acid eats 
away the fiber content of the scrap leav- 
ing only the rubber. The residue is re- 
moved from the acid and dried; mixed 
with linseed oil, cottonseed oil and color- 
ing matter, and devulcanized. The end 
product is then formed into sheets for 
marketing. 
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Plant embraced 17 buildings 


The Pequanoc plant was actually a vast 
composite structure comprising many 
contiguous buildings, with the original 
section dating before 1900. Buildings 
varied in height from one to four stories. 
The entire plant occupied an irregular 
area approximately 725 feet on Main 
Street and 375 feet at its greatest depth. 


In some of the building units the floors 
were of heavy plank on timber; roofs 
were mainly of built-up construction, al- 
though a few were slate. A large section 
of the plant was of brick wood joist con- 
struction but the older central section 
toward the rear was of wood frame. A 
small section was fire-resistant. 

The plant was equipped with an auto- 
matic sprinkler system fed from a 6-inch 
main on Main Street. The fire flow of this 
main was rated at 2,000 gpm at 20 psi 
residual pressure. Auxiliary supply con- 
sisted of two fire pumps, one of 750 gpm 
and the other 500 gpm, which took suc- 
tion directly from the Pequanoc River, 
and two 15,000-gallon water tanks lo- 
cated on the roof of one of the buildings 
near the power house. 

In the rear of the property was a 
fenced-in transformer substation fed by 
30,000 volts from the municipally-owned 
power station. Beyond this were several 
large piles of scrap rubber, mainly old 
vehicle tires. 





To the south and west were the freight 
and passenger stations of the Susque- 
hanna Railroad and the huge American 
Hard Rubber Company plant, the latter 
separated from the Pequanoc plant by 
the railroad tracks. 

Facing the plant, across Main Street, 
were eight residences and three business 
buildings. Several of the residences had 
small business shops on the first floor at 
the street front. Across the river to the 
north and west were several more resi- 
dences, a diner and a gas station. 

The plant employed 354 people. At 
the time of the fire, approximately 100 
persons were at work. 

Chief John X. Harman of the Butler 
Fire Department had inspected the prop- 
erty in October 1956 and reported that 
no conditions were found which would 
increase the risk beyond that normal for a 
plant of its type. According to the chief, 
the previous fire record of the plant was 
good, Fires that had occurred were easily 
held in check by the sprinklers and posed 
no particular problem to the firemen. 


Fire fighting operations 


The alarm for the fire was sounded by 
a Pequanoc employee who was leaving a 
diner across the river from the plant. As 
he left the diner he heard an explosion 
and noticed flames coming from the fac- 
tory. He shouted to people in the diner 
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Intense heat on Main Street side of the factory during early stages of fire limited efforts of firemen to protection of exposures. Damage to resi- 


dences and business buildings facing the fully involved plant was held to cracked and broken glass 


to call the Butler Fire Department and 
then ran to the nearest fire alarm box. 
The Borough of Bloomingdale adjoins 
Butler and is separated from it by the 
Pequanoc River. Bloomingdale Box 33 is 
located at the north end of the bridge 
across the river from the plant. The 
worker pulled this box and simultaneously 


the Butler alarm sounded. This was at 
12:10 a.m. on February 26. The weather 
was mild and of no great consequence 
in the operations. 

According to Chief Harman, the fire 
presumably started in a rubber dryer on 
the third floor of the building in about 
the center of the plant. He likened the 


explosion to that experienced in a back 
draft. Apparently a maintenance worker 
near the spot at which the fire originated, 
shut off the sprinkler valve supplying the 
building under the mistaken impression 
that he was turning it on. The worker 
then ran outside and closed the post in- 
dicator valve, presumably still under the 
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The vast plant consisted of many contiguous structures of various ages and sizes. The cross hatched buildings were the only ones that remained 
standing after the fire. The open storage area in the rear of the transformer station held large piles of scrap 
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Mutual aid forces operate heavy streams on ruins of the Pequanoc plant as fire is brought 
under control. All walls along Main Street were later leveled as a safety measure 


impression that he was activating the sys- 
tem. At any rate, upon the arrival of the 
Butler Fire Department, flames were visi- 
ble through the roof in front of the boiler 
house, and by the time the first hose lines 
were laid, the blaze had reached to the 
street on the first floor. As fire fighters 
were getting into action, the fast-spread- 
ing fire extended in both directions along 
the street front. 

Butler responded with every piece of 
equipment in the department. This in- 
cluded a 750-gpm pumper, two hose 
wagons with booster pumps and a service 
ladder truck. Bloomingdale responded to 
its box with a pumper and a ladder truck 
and went to work on the fire. 

Chief Harman immediately ordered 
that mutual aid be requested. Assistant 
Chief Clifford Guinter ran to the nearest 
police car and radioed the local alarm 
operator, in the municipal lighting plant 
office, to call the regular mutual aid as- 
signments. Telephone calls were there- 
upon made to the fire departments of 
Riverdale, Pompton Lakes, Wanaque, 
Pequanock, West Milford, Oak Ridge, 
Midvale, Pompton Plains, Pompton Falls, 
Toloway, Wayne, Mountain View and 
Kinnelon. 


Civil Defense plan activated 


Shortly after this, Chief Harman real- 
ized that the fire was of such proportions 
that even more help was necessary. In 
conference with Mayor William Dean and 
Butler Civil Defense Director Carl 
Wrightenour, it was decided that the CD 
natural! disaster plan should be placed in 
operation. The alarm operator was there- 
fore ordered to contact the State Police 
about the emergency and in turn, the 
State Control Center was alerted. 

At 1:16 a.m., state officials notified 
Regional CD Director David H. Slayback 
and Morris County Civil Defense Co- 
ordinator Jacob T. Lewis. Mr. Lewis, who 
is also fire chief of Mendham, N. J., 
activated the county fire defense plan and 
the county Civil Defense control center. 
At 1:23 a.m., the Butler CD control cen- 
ter was in operation. Shortly after this, 
high voltage lines fell to the street and 
the power was ordered shut off in the 
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community which disrupted the tele- 
phone service, affecting about 1,700 
phones. 

Until these lines were repaired some- 
time later, all communications were car- 
ried on by CD radio. More than 12 
mobile radio teams were sent to the area 
by Civil Defense to assist. 


Aid comes by convoy 


The fire defense plan of Morris County 
calls for immediate assistance from units 
contiguous to the threatened community. 
After all help from this possibility is ex- 
hausted, convoys are assembled from de- 
partments more remote from the location 
and dispatched to the scene. 

Following this procedure, Convoy 1 
was assembled at the Montville Township 
Fire Department Headquarters. This con- 
sisted of Montville 1, Danville, Boonton, 
Towaco, Parsippany-Troy Hills 2 and 
Mount Tabor. These units were escorted 
to the fire by State Police. 

Shortly after, a second convoy was 
made up and also dispatched to the fire. 
Convoy 2 consisted of Lincoln Park, 
Pequanock 1 and the Rainbow Lakes 
Company of Parsippany-Troy Hills Dis- 
trict. 


Chief Harman reported that at the- 


height of the fire, 35 pumpers were sup- 
plying 76 hand lines. When the pumping 
requirements exceeded the capabilities of 
the Butler water system, many of the in- 
coming engines were ordered to draft 
from the Pequanoc River and from a 
creek on the opposite end of town. Water 
was delivered from the creek to the scene 
of the fire by means of three relays. At 
the same time, several deluge sets brought 
in by mutual aid units were employed to 
concentrate a greater volume of water on 
the fire. 

At approximately 3:00 a.m., sections 
of the weakened walls tumbled into Main 
Street. The intense radiated heat of the 
fire broke the heavy plate glass windows 
in the business places along Main Street. 
Hand lines were brought into play to pro- 
tect these exposures and none was ignited. 

Early in the morning of February 26, 
the weakened walls still standing along 
Main Street were in danger of collapse 


and threatened further operations by the 
fire forces. The rubber company brought 
in a wrecking crane which successfully 
knocked these down. The piles of debris 
reached 15 feet in height at some points, 
Bulldozers and steam shovels were finally 
used to clear the streets in order to fa- 
cilitate fire fighting operations. 


Control by 6:00 a.m. February 26 


The fire was considered under control 
at 6:00 a.m. on February 26 and some 
of the mutual aid companies were re- 
leased at 8:00 a.m. The remainder of the 
aiding force was released from service at 
4:30 p.m. on the same day. 

The fire in the plant ruins continued 
to burn for many days after the out-of- 
town companies were relieved. On Thurs- 
day, February 28, a brisk wind came up 
and Chief Harman again requested assist- 
ance for his tired forces in order to pro- 
tect exposure hazards. Morristown, Fair- 
child-Morris Township and Madison 
Township each sent a company to the 
scene. These units were relieved on Fri- 
day, March 1, at 8:00 a.m. 

Fortunately, notwithstanding the fact 
that several hundred firemen were en- 
gaged in the operations, Chief Harman 
reported that only three Butler firemen 
were treated for minor injuries. 


Other agencies cooperate 


In the early stages of the fire the com- 
panies operating in the rear of the vast 
plant, near the substation, were endan- 
gered when falling walls dropped the 
main electric feeder lines. Municipal 
lighting plant linemen immediately cut 
these lines, removing this hazard to the 
fire fighters. 

Chief Harman paid tribute to the local 
and state police and other agencies which 
cooperated with the firemen at every 
turn. Fortunately, traffic and spectators 
presented little handicap to the small 
army of firemen. The incoming mutual 
aid convoys and many individual units 
were escorted into position by the police 
with minimum delay. 

The Dover and Morristown Red Cross 
and the Morristown Salvation Army sent 
their canteen units to the scene and the 
tired fire fighters were served coffee and 
food by the Butler, Bloomingdale and 
Kinnelon Ladies Auxiliaries. 


Arson investigation pressed 


The possibility of arson in connection 
with the disastrous fire is being investi- 
gated. Following the fire, Mayor William 
Dean and two other town residents re- 
ceived anonymous letters threatening 
more fires of a like nature. 

The Butler police turned these over to 
the FBI for investigation. The letters 
bore Pennsylvania and South Jersey post- 
marks, 

On March 6, a fire broke out in the ad- 
jacent plant of the American Hard Rub- 
ber Company, parent organization of the 
Pequanoc Rubber Company. This started 
in a can of grease placed too close to a 

Continued on page 472 
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The nature of fires in chemi- 
cal plants may often be an- 
ticipated by signs on the build- 
ing. Labels on containers within 
the plant will frequently identi- 
fy the contents and suggest 
methods of combatting the 
hazard 





Chemical Terminology in Fire Protection 


By PAUL F. DeGAETA* and ARNOLD A. WEINTRAUB** 


“WE ROLLED UP TO THE FIRE and 
there were about 155 gallon drums on 
the loading platform,” the captain said 
as he sat on the pumper running board 
and kicked off his boots. “We finally got 
close enough to read the labels but it 
was some 24-letter jaw-breaker that 
didn’t mean a thing to me. It would be 
a good idea if we had some information 
on how to break down those chemical 
names. Then maybe we would know 
what’s in them and have a better idea of 
how to fight the fire.” 

A survey disclosed that the captain 
was not alone in his views and a study 
of the problem turned up some interest- 
ing revelations. 

When the science of chemistry was 
making its first strides of progress, new 
discoveries added a bewildering array of 
chemical compounds to already volumi- 
nous tabulations. It became increasingly 
apparent that naming chemicals by a 
method which would indicate their con- 
stituents had to replace the prevalent 
descriptive but unscientific procedure. 
With an individual name bearing no re- 
lation to its chemical composition, sub- 
stances like “oil of vitriol,” “butter of 
arsenic,” “flowers of zinc,” and “nitre 
fixed by itself’ made learning or even 
recognizing names an _ over-whelming 
task. 

After making the most revolutionary 
discoveries regarding the chemistry of 
combustion, Antoine Laurent Lavoisier 
went on to eliminate the confusion in 


* Captain (ret.) New York Fire Department, 
a production superintendent, General Cable 
Sorp. 

** Lieutenant in charge, fire prevention educa- 
tion, New York Fire Department; instructor in 
chemistry, Queens College, N. Y. 
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naming chemicals. Under his direction 
the “Method of Chemical Nomenclature” 
was published in 1787 and proposed a 
system that is essentially the one in 
practice today. 

In fighting fires it is particularly im- 
portant to be able to determine the 
chemical composition of a substance from 
the inscription on the container. It is well 
established that the technique for fight- 
ing a fire involving calcium carbonate 
would have to be altered to attack a 
similar fire burning around a supply of 
calcium carbide. 

Checking a number of chemicals on a 
laboratory shelf and finding labels stat- 
ing, “salts of tartar,” “witherite.” “dry 
bone ore” and “precipated chalk” would 
give absolutely no clue to the fact that 
they had anything in common. Adoption 
of the new system of identification was 
a definite advance and materially simpli- 
fied learning names and constituents of 
chemicals. 

The above named compounds, which 
happen to be carbonates, are made up of 
two parts, a positive metal and the nega- 
tive carbonate radical. Combination of 
two or more elements that act together 
in uniting with a substance like a metal 
is called a radical. Carbon and oxygen 
combine to form the carbonate radical, 
(CO;) and, similarly, sulphur and oxygen 
make up the sulphate radical, (SO,). 

The suffix, “UM” or “IUM” usually 
denotes a metal such as aluminum or 
sodium which commonly form combina- 
tions with non-metals like chlorine and 
sulphur or radicals like sulphate or 
carbonate. “Witherite,” then, becomes 
barium carbonate, (BaCO;), following 
the rule, that in naming a compound the 


first part is usually the name of the metal 
and the second portion is the name of the 
non-metal or radical. Likewise, a com- 
bination of sodium and chlorine are 
found in the familiar sodium chloride, 
(NaCl). Because there are a multitude 
of combination possibilities, suffix and 
prefix variations are used to indicate 
composition. 

If the non-metal portion contains no 
oxygen, the ending, “IDE,” is added 
giving the chémical name to table salt. 
sodium chloride. When the radical con- 
tains oxygen, the most common form 
picks up the “ATE” ending, as in sodium 
chlorate, (NaClO;). One atom of oxygen 
less than the most common form bears 
the substitution of “ITE” for “ATE.” 
Thus sodium chlorate, (NaClO;), with 
three oxygen atoms becomes sodium 
chlorite (NaClO.), with two oxygen 
atoms. If the oxygen content is further 
decreased by one atom, the prefix, 
“HYPO” makes the compound sodium 
hypochlorite, (NaClO). An addition of 
an oxygen to the most common form em- 
ploys the prefix, “PER,” sodium perchlo- 
rate, (NaClO,). 





Characteristic Formula Name 

No oxygen ..... NaCl Sodium 

Most common Chloride 
oxygen form . NaClO; Sodium 

One oxygen Chlorate 
atom less .... NaClO2z Sodium 

Two oxygen Chlorite 
atoms less ... NaClO Sodium 

One oxygen atom Hypochlorite 


Sodium 
NaClO, Perchlorate 
Continued on page 424 


more than most 
common form . 
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The holocaust of Texas City in 1947 involved many types of industrial plants and caused 
over $67 million damage. It began with an explosion in nitrates aboard a ship moored in 
the harbor. Every member of the City's fire department at the scene was killed 


Continued from page 423 

The high oxygen content of some sub- 
stances like chlorates, (ClO;), and ni- 
trates, (NO;), indicate, in general, cau- 
tious treatment. Compounds of this type 
when mixed with combustible materials 
can spontaneously burst into flame or 
explode and when subjected to heat re- 
lease oxygen to intensify any surrounding 
fire. Large volumes of water are effective 
in extinguishing such fires but where ni- 
trates are involved in quantity and the 
fire has been burning long enough to fuse 
them, the water should be applied care- 
fully to avoid excessive spattering. 

Some metals like iron can combine in 
different proportions. One compound, for 
instance, is FeCl, ferrous chloride. The 
same two elements uniting in a different 
ratio produces FeCl, ferric chloride. The 
substance which requires the smaller 
number of non-metallic elements, (FeCl: ) 
is designated by the use of the suffix 
“OUS,” ferrous chloride, FeCls, requiring 
the larger number of chlorine atoms 
adopts “IC” as the distinguishing suffix. 

When there are more than two com- 
bining possibilities, one of the following 
common terms is used as a prefix: 


Mono — 1 Tetra — 4 
Sesqui — 1% Penta — 5 
Di — 2 Hexa — 6 
Tri — 3 Hepta —7 


The oxides of manganese provide an 
illustration. 


PR sine geeks Manganese Monoxide 
PRPs: cise one Manganese Sesquioxide 
ee Manganese Dioxide 
on , ET Manganese Trioxide 
Mn:O; ....... Manganese Heptoxide 


Because there are two oxides of man- 
ganese ending in O; they are distin- 
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guished on the basis of the ratio of 
oxygen atoms to manganese atoms. 
Mn:O; bears the ratio of 1:14, while 
the MnO; ratio is 1:3, Therefore the for- 
mer is designated manganese sesquioxide 
and the latter, manganese trioxide. 

In naming two element acids related 
to the “IDE” compounds, the suffix, 
“IC” and “HYDRO” preceding a portion 
of the second element is standard, HCl, 
hydrogen chloride, becomes hydrochloric 
acid. Similarly HCn, hydrogen cyanide, 
forms hydrocyanic acid. 

Three element acids consisting of hy- 
drogen, a second element and oxygen, 
derive their names from the second ele- 
ment with “IC” on the end. H2SQ,, there- 
fore is sulphuric acid. With one oxygen 
less, the “OUS” ending is used; H.SO;— 
sulphurous acid. With two oxygen atoms 
less H2SO; is called hyposulphurous acid. 

There is a definite relationship between 
the acids and the salts they form. From 
the name of the acid, the type of salt it 
yields in chemical action can be pre- 
dicted. 





ACID 
Hydro—— ic 
—ic 
——ous 
Hypo——ous 
Per. ic 
DEE wip Gu'caes cces ss <3 HCl 
SEES <p Since abo. eoGm bake ae & HCIOs 
SN, 5! Win'g Kidd B& amie Sib oid HCIO: 
ee, Sree eee HCIO 
FREE. aa tm vaedee eww daa wos HCIO, 
SALT 
ide 
——ate 
waite 
Hypo——ite 
Per———ote 


Potassium Chloride .............- KCi 


Potassium Chlorate ............-. KCIO,; 
Potassium Chlorite .............. KCIO, 
Potassium Hypochlorite .......... KCIO 
Potassium Perchlorate ........... KCIO, 


The foregoing compounds are desig- 
nated as “inorganic.” Many of the chemi- 
cals with which we are concerned in fire 
fighting, however, are termed, “organic.” 
All organic compounds have a carbon 
component and were originally believed 
to be derived exclusively from one or 
more of nature’s organisms. Many such 
substances have since been prepared in 
the laboratory without the use of plant 
or animal matter. All of the fuels and 
volatile flammable liquids, which consti- 
tute one of the most troublesome groups 
of fire hazards, are organic. 


Involved terminology 


Because of the complexity of the or- 
ganic chemicals, the terminology, of 
necessity, became more involved. The 
Geneva system was developed as a result 
of the meeting of the International Chem- 
ical Congress at Geneva in 1892. The 
goal of specifying one name for every 
organic compound was not completely 
realized in the Geneva system, however, 
The International Union of Chemistry 
was organized in 1919 and in 1922 ap- 
pointed a Commission on Reform of 
Nomenclature of Organic Chemistry. The 
Definitive Report of the Commission was 
adopted by the Union at Liege in 1930 
and amendments have been added as the 
necessity arose. 

Methane, a hydrocarbon, which, as the 
name indicates, consists of hydrogen and 
carbon, is part of the family which is 
characterized by the suffix, “ANE.” That 
terminology was adopted for saturated 
hydrocarbons which have the generic 
name, “alkanes.” You will recognize in 
the listing below the names of some 
liquefied petroleum gases which have 
figured in a number of recent large fires 
and explosions. The general formula for 
the alkanes is (Cn Hn,:). 


Hi ae 
4-C-H ss H=C-C-8 
H HH 


H I 
METHANE— ETHANE—. 
CHs CoHe 


HHH 
H-C-C-C-H 
See ee 
HHH 


PROPANE—C:Hs 


HHHH 
ee 


l 
ee ot 
HHHH 


BUTANE—CiHi0 


FIRE ENGINEERING 





PEN 
h 


— ma elUlUlUretClUMDOO ee OOOO 





KCI 

KCIO; 
KCIO, 
KCIO 
KCIO, 


desig. 
shemi- 
in fire 
ranic.” 
arbon 
lieved 
ne or 
- such 
ed in 
plant 
; and 
onsti- 
roups 


That 
ated 
eric 
> in 
»me 
ave 
ires 

for 








HHH 
ao H-C-C-C-C-C ont 


HHHHH 


These hydrocarbons are designated, 
“open chain” to differentiate them from 
the closed cycle formation which will be 
described later. They are considered 
“saturated” because, as the structural 
representation indicates, each carbon 
atom is attached to as many other atoms 
as the four combining links will allow, 
in contrast with the next family. 

A variation of the above nomenclature 
occurs where “isomers” are involved, An 
“isomer” is one of two or more substances 
which have the same elementary compo- 
sition but differ in structure and therefore 
in properties. The open chain structure is 
termed the “normal” while the prefix, 
“iso” is added to the variation. 


AL Age 


“=~ H-C-C-C-C-H 
H 


ISOBUTANE— 


CsHio H-C wi 


The “alkENE” family is the generic 
name of those hydro carbons in an open 
chain structure with one double bond 
between two of*the carbons. This double 
bond indicates that the compound is un- 
saturated and is not combined with as 
many atoms as its counterpart in the 
alkane family. With the general formula 
C,H, two of the alkenes are (left) 
ethene or ethylene—C.H,; (right) pro- 
pene or propylene—C;Hg: 


aig 
HH H-C=C-C-H 
H-C=C-H H 


In order to develop the terminology 
used where substitutions for the hydro- 
gen atoms are made, let us again con- 
sider the structure of methane. Each of 
the hydrogen atoms can be replaced by 
another element and from these combina- 
tions many compounds are possible. 

By replacing one hydrogen atom at a 
time we can build up a familiar substance 
whose name may be forbidding at first 
but easily understood, on analysis, If a 
chlorine atom takes the place of one hy- 
drogen, methane becomes: 


H 
1 

H-C-Cl 
H 
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and is known as methyl chloride. With 
two chlorine atoms we have dichloro- 
methane: 


H 
| 
H-C-Cl 
| 

cl 


Carrying the substitution two steps fur- 
ther and in addition to the chlorine add- 
ing two atoms of fluorine, the following 
compound develops: 


F 
I 
F-C-Cl 
cl 
It is dichlorodifluoromethane, the com- 
mon refrigerant, freon (F-12). Proper 


substitutions on ethane develop the re- 
frigerants F-113 and F-114. 


cl F a 
cl-G-GF. Ghee 
clF cl F 


Extremely important among the or- 
ganic chemicals are benzene and its de- 
rivatives. The benzene formula is CsHs 
and it is represented structurally: 


Hl 
C 
~~ we a 


we, 4 Cy 


H 


All of the hydrogens may be replaced by 
an atom or group forming mono-, di-, 
tri-, tetra-, penta-, or hexa- derivatives. 
The benzene “ring” or nucleus is con- 
ventionally drawn as a hexagon (col. 3) 


on which a hydrogen atom is assumed 
to be at each of the numbered locations. 
Only atoms or groups of atoms substi- 
tuted for a hydrogen atom are repre- 
sented. 

When two hydrogens are replaced, the 
derivatives are named according to their 
position on the ring. Two chlorine atoms, 
for example, replacing two hydrogen 
atoms can form three different substances 
depending on their location. In the 1, 2 
position, the combination is designated 
“ortho-dichlorobenzene,” one of the 
chemicals involved in the fatal Philadel- 
phia explosion of several years ago. If 
the chlorines have one unsubstituted car- 
bon between them, they are considered 
to be in the 1, 3 position and it is named, 
“meta-dichlorobenzene.” With two un- 
substituted carbon atoms between the 
two chlorine atoms, in the 1, 4 formation, 
the solid moth killer, “para-dichloroben- 
zene” evolves. Thus, the terminology, 
“ortho,” “meta” and “para” (also repre- 
sented as “o,” “m,” and “p”) indicate 
only position within the structure and not 
an additional atom in the compound 
(See table at bottom of page). 

These, of course, are among the sim- 
plest forms of organic compounds. To- 
gether, with the so-called inorganic 
chemicals discussed previously, they 
exemplify a minute facet of the orderly 
method in which a name, itself, indicates 
chemical composition and properties. 

By its very nature, fire protection can 
never be a static science. New develop- 
ments, inventions and chemical processes 
constantly introduce a variety of hazards 
that broaden its scope. In the ever-ex- 
panding store of knowledge required of 
the fire protection engineer and modern 
fire fighter, the system of chemical no- 
nomenclature is a valuable tool. C0 


This is the third in a series of articles 
by these two authorities. The preceding 
two were: “Chemistry of Catalysts in Re- 
lation to Fire Protection,” October 1956 
and “Fire and Explosion Hazards of 
Industrial Chemical Processes,’ Decem- 
ber 1956. 
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Flames burst from the second floor of Chicago's huge County City 
Building to illuminate Randolph Street. Start of $500,000 fire on March 
21 that endangered city's fire alarm communication system 


SH EUm sung 








Firemen arrive in response to alarms transmitted by Central Fire 
Alarm Office on sixth floor of burning ‘‘fireproof'’ building. Fire fighters 
and salvagemen teamed to make fire stop and prevent heavier loss 


Chicago City Hall Blaze Perils 
Central Fire Alarm Office 


Five-eleven fire force and city's entire fire patrol team up to hold 


fire and water damage in city's "$5 million pile" to minimum 


A FIRE WHICH DEMONSTRATES the 
elemental fact that a building is no more 
fireproof than its contents, and the fallacy 
of maintaining fire communications center 
and government records and documents 
in surroundings susceptible to fire and 
water damage, was that which caused an 
estimated $500,000 loss to the Chicago 
City Hall, the night of March 21. 

The County-City Hall building occu- 
pies a full block bounded by Randolph, 
Washington, LaSalle and Clark Streets in 
downtown Chicago. The massive struc- 
ture, jocularly referred to as “the $5 mil- 
lion pile,” was completed in 1910. Where- 
as the block-square building is one fire 
division, it is divided into two sections 
by a division wall, the east portion being 
occupied as a County Building and the 
west portion as the City Hall. The huge 
structure raises 12 to 13 stories with base- 
ment and part sub-basement. The build- 
ing is of “fire resistive” construction con- 
sisting of steel frame and masonry with 
arched tile roof and floors. 

Floor openings in the building are un- 
protected. Interior finish in many com- 
mittee rooms and Council chamber, it- 
self virtually two stories high, consisted 
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of massive oak panels attached to 2 x 
4-inch furring strips, forming an exten- 
sive air space between tile wall and pan- 
eling. Incidentally, present ordinance 
limits air space back of paneling to 8 
square feet. 

The first floor contains the Mayor’s Of- 
fice of Information, city water collector 
and fire department offices. The second 
floor, where the fire started, has the Coun- 
cil chambers on the Randolph Street side 
and Council Secretariat, both of which 
were destroyed by fire, and several offices 
along the LaSalle Street side, including a 
Council hearing room; also local transpor- 
tation committee office, pressroom and of- 
fices of five aldermen as well as the 
offices of the city treasurer. The third 
floor included offices of the finance com- 
mittee staff; the hearing room on the 
Randolph Street side, and offices of six 
aldermen; also the offices of the Board 
of Election and Council chamber gallery. 

On the fourth floor are situated the 
offices of the budget director, purchasing 
agent and water commissioner. Also, a 
mezzanine between the third and fourth 
floors contained vaults and records. 

Windows on the first, second and third 





floors were broken; paint on the first and 
fourth-floor corridors was blistered and 
the hallways were flooded with water. 


Fire alarm office on sixth floor 


Of particular interest is the fact that 
the fire department’s central fire alarm 
headquarters is located on the sixth floor 
of the structure. This location of the 
“nerve center” of the department in such 
surroundings has been criticized in num- 
erous Underwriters’ surveys as well as by 
officials of the fire department itself. The 
critical facility has always been vulnera- 
ble to fire and sabotage. It is to the 
credit of the operating staff that the men 
on duty at the time of the fire stuck to 
their posts throughout the operation, stuf- 
fing rags in cracks under the doors 
through which smoke was entering, and 
opening windows to secure ventilation. 
With the fire raging below them, they 
not only handled the numerous alarms 
and calls for their own “conflagration” 
but put through other official calls and 
transacted the routine business of the de- 
partment. They received special com- 
mendation from Mayor Daley, Fire Com- 
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missioner Quinn, Chief Fire Marshal (now 
Deputy Fire Commissioner) Petersen and 
oiher officials for their devotion to duty 


in the face of extreme danger. 


Story of the fire 


The fire is believed to have started 
about 5:45 p.m. in or near lockers in the 
second-floor mimeograph room, in the 
northwest portion of the second floor ad- 


joining the Council chamber. It probably 


was caused by a discarded cigarette. 

The fire burned for a considerable 
period of time and had already spread to 
the Council chamber before its discov- 
ery. Searing flames reached to the outside 
of the fifth floor on the north side of the 
building. Fire was emitting from the 
windows of the second floor and lapping 
high above before the first fire company 
arrived. The two-story Council chamber 


‘was completely gutted and the blaze, 
feeding on the extensive combustible 
‘furnishings and ornate oak paneling, 
' spread to the third floor and also “vault 


floor” on the third-floor mezzanine. 

It is estimated there were more than 
100 persons, including the mayor, with- 
in the building when the fire started. 
The elevator operators remained pluckily 
at their posts, as firemen fought the blaze 
and assisted in removal of occupants. 
Some 25 cleaning women and other 
women workers were led through smoke 
to safety. Two telegraph repair men and 
a policeman helped rescue over a dozen 
women trapped behind doors separating 
the County and City sections of the 
building. The repair man, Richard Hamp- 
ton, used his tools to break into the city 
side of the structure ‘through a lower 
floor door. The three went to the eleventh 
floor and walked down, forcing doors 
on each floor and rounding up women. 
Hampton was overcome and removed to 
St. Luke’s Hospital. 

Firemen broke into some offices to 
lead women to safety. Others rode the 
elevator through heavy smoke on the 
second, third and other floors to bring out 
occupants, Still others aided occupants 
down the courtyard fire escape. One 
woman was removed from a third-floor 
ledge and several persons were taken 
down ladders. 

Women operators at the tenth floor 
switchboards stuck to their posts. 


Multiple alarms at short intervals 


The first alarm was received by tele- 
phone from one of the city hall engineers 
within the building at 6:15 p.m. Only a 
moment later, Fire Commissioner Quinn, 
who first thought, from the reflection of 
the flames, that the fire was in the Sher- 
man Hotel across the street, ran to pull 
the box at Randolph and Clark Streets. 
This was recorded at 6:18 p.m. He at 
once called for a 2-11 (second alarm) 
which was clocked at 6:20 p.m. After 
that, the alarms came in rapid order: 
Special call for Patrol 5 at 6:21; third 
alarm, 6:33 p.m.; special call Patrol 2, 
6:38 p.m.; fourth alarm, 6:48 p.m.; spe- 
cial call for Patrols 3 and 7 at 6:51 p.m.; 
fifth alarm, 6:53 p.m.; special call for 
Patrol 4, 7:15 p.m. 
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Chicago fire patrolman carries in covers to protect office of water bill collector on ground 
floor of City Hall. Salvagemen used nearly 600 covers to check water losses in big blaze 


The fire was officially “struck out” at 
7:42 p.m. and the first companies began 
picking up soon after. Patrols 4 and 7 
were released and returned to service in 
quarters of Patrol 1 and 5 at 8:25 p.m. 
Patrols 2, 3 and 5 returned to quarters 
at 9:05 p.m. and Patrol 1 arrived in quar- 
ters at 12:15 a.m. 

The fire department response included 
25 engines, 5 ladder companies, three 
squads, two high pressure rigs, two water 
towers and six fire insurance patrols. 

Fire fighters took considerable punish- 
ment in the early stages, both from heat 
and smoke. Lines were taken into the 
structure and the blaze attacked on every 
floor, while deck guns and towers were 
used to direct heavy streams into the 
flaming interior. 

That only four persons were injured in 
the operation speaks well for the effi- 
ciency with which rescue and extinguish- 
ing operations were conducted. 


Salvage task goes unsung 


Without belittling the fire fighting un- 
dertaking, the extraordinary operations of 
the Chicago Fire Patrol deserves special 
consideration. The intense fire required 
the use of many streams, some of them of 
heavy calibre. Some of these were in- 
effective because of partitions and the 
water was deflected to add to the flood 
being poured on the blaze by interior 
hand lines dragged up interior stairs and 
ladders. 

Heavily stocked as the building was, 
with costly accounting and business ma- 
chinery devices, and with irreplaceable 


records—not to overlook some $200,000 
in cash and millions in paper in the 
treasurer's office—only the speedy effi- 
cient work of all the city’s six salvage 
corps companies prevented an incalcu- 
able loss. The patrol spread nearly 600 
covers during the struggle, while per- 
forming other salvage tasks to rid the 
structure of water and smoke. Priceless 
IBM machines in the water bureau were 
double-covered and were undamaged. It 
is said these machines are under lease. 
Many records and costly electrical equip- 
ment kept in the basement storage areas 
were preserved undamaged. Some papers 
and other records in the fire area were 
destroyed, but it is said most of these 
can be replaced. 

Commenting on the salvage operation, 
a prominent member of the Cook County 
Inspection Bureau said, “The press made 
practically no mention of the outstanding 
salvage work performed by the insurance 
companies salvage corps on uninsured 
city property which resulted in a saving 
to Chicago taxpayers of thousands of 
dollars. However, it is obvious that not 
only the press, but the citizens of Chi- 
cago are likewise unaware of the service 
rendered by the Chicago Fire Insurance 
Patrol.” 

Fire salvage operations were directed 
by Chief Fred W. Kempf, superintendent 
of the patrol. 

Police contained an orderly crowd of 
some 10,000 persons who were attracted 
to the scene. Immediately after the fire, 
a force of 200 or more workers tackled 
the damaged areas to have the City Hall 
ready for the next day’s business—which 


it was. OCOD 
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OVERHAUL AND SALVAGE -IN THEORY AND PRACTICE 





PART XXIV 


By ROI B. WOOLLEY 


Removability . . . Combustibility . . . Damageability 


THE INTENSITY OF A FIRE and of 
necessity, the amount of water, smoke 
and debris will vary in different fires. The 
salvage realized from stocks of like kind 
will not always be the same. There is, 
however, a definite relation between cer- 
tain characteristics of merchandise and 
the salvage to be expected. These char- 
acteristics are generally analyzed under 
the headings “Removability,” “Combusti- 
bility” and “Damageability.” Some au- 
thorities include still another character- 
istic: “Recoverability,” or the actual 
reclaimable value of the damaged mate- 
rial. 


Removability: When salvage covers are 
not available in sufficient quantity to 
cover stock or furnishings completely for 
protection from water, in many instances, 
depending upon the size, weight and 
mobility, stock may be protected by being 
removed from the area of involvement. 
Many types of merchandise can be pro- 
tected by being removed from shelves 
or exposed areas and placed in or under 
salvage covers or some other protective 
shelter, for better protection. As has been 
pointed out in previous chapters, some 
fire departments make it a point to move 
or otherwise protect merchandise before 
directing water streams whenever events 
and time permit. 


Combustibility: The ease with which 
material will burn, or its susceptibility to 
burning, enters largely into the amount 
of salvage one may expect. The combusti- 
bility of the stock is not always depend- 
ent on the stock itself, but may be largely 
contributed to by the way the stock is 
wrapped, boxed or packed. Another fac- 
tor is the amount on hand, whether this 
is spread out for display or piled in quan- 
tities in warehouses. A spread-out stock 
may increase the area affected by fire. 
Improperly piled merchandise may, with 
certain stock, increase the danger of 
spontaneous ignition or, because of con- 
cealed spaces and inaccessibility, be sub- 
jected to great damage for the reason that 
fire in such piles of stock cannot be easily 
located or reached, nor is the stock easily 
protected from a salvage viewpoint. 

Irrespective of the method of packing, 
warehouseing or displaying, stocks are 
usually considered as in one of five classes 
of combustibility: 1. Slow burning or 
non-combustible; 2. Moderate burning; 
3. Free burning; 4. Intense burning; 5. 
Flash burning. 
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Combustibility will be largely gov- 
erned by the material in packing and 
some stocks should be graded as more 
hazardous than others because of the 
nature of this feature. When stocks are 
mixed in large quantities, the extent of 
combustion will usually be dependent on 
the stock of highest combustibility. 


Damageability: The extent of damage 
possible will be dependent upon the 
method of packing or wrapping and the 
degree of such protection furnished by 
such covering. The inherent ability of 
certain stocks to withstand combustion, 
heat, water, smoke, falling debris, break- 
age, dirt and removability of the stock 
are factors affecting salvage. For pur- 
poses of this discussion, stock can be 
considered as divided into five classes 
of damageability: 1. Low; 2. Medium; 
3. High; 4. Extra high and 5. Indefinite 
(applied to mixed stock or a constantly 
changing stock). 

In the following list, little attempt has 
been made to estimate the monetary 
value of salvage, or the recoverability of 
specific materials and/or products, the 
discussion being limited to damageability 
characteristics of the goods more com- 
monly encountered. Readers interested in 
reclamation and reconversion values un- 
der the broad term of salvageability, can 
add to the following list of materials as 
experience and information derived from 
numerous available sources dictate. Such 
sources are the trade and business asso- 
ciations and organizations which repre- 
sent the various industries which produce 
and market the respective material, in ad- 
dition to the National Fire Protection 
Association, the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters and other insurance authori- 
ties. 


Abrasives: All the natural abrasives 
such as garnets, corundum, etc., may be 
recovered from freshly molded grinding 
wheels by washing out the binding ma- 
terial. After fusion, the finished wheel 
is impervious to water, but the damage 
may be great where considerable heat 
and water are involved, particularly in 
high speed wheels. 

A heavy loss may be expected in sand- 
paper, emery cloth, etc., because of the 
use of a binder which is soluble in water. 
Dampness also affects this material and 
prompt salvage work is essential to pre- 
vent the spread of damage. 


Adding (calculating) and typewriting 
machines and parts: These are susceptible 
to heat because of the plastics on the 
keys and the small delicate parts which 
may warp. Machines which have been 
wet should be sent immediately to a re- 
pair shop specializing in this type of 
equipment for reconditioning. Waterproof 
covers are usually provided for these 
machines and should always be used. 
Old, leaky covers should be replaced 


with new ones. 


Art embroidery goods: This class in- 
cludes cotton, linens, silks or mixed fab- 
rics, usually stamped or stenciled in 
colors to be worked in embroidery silk, 
cotton or twist. Such stocks accumulate 
in stores particularly before Christmas. 
The value of the finished articles is 
mostly in the work put in on the piece. 
Damage from smoke and water stains is 
likely to be heavy, particularly in colored 
materials, White pieces can sometimes be 
washed. Laundering will destroy new ap- 
pearance in sheet material. The em- 
broidery silks or twist may suffer heavily 
from water damage due to colors run- 
ning. Some silks become rough and hard 
to work if they are tangled or become 
wet. 


Baled Goods: Compressed bales of 
,goods of all kinds are invariably les 
affected by fire than loose or loosely 
packed materials of the same kind, for 
the obvious reason that though the out- 
side of the bales may become charred 
and burned, the centers are often un- 
affected by fire. The salvage of baled 
goods can be improved by wrappings of 
waterproof material. 


Belting: Temperatures in excess of 80 
degrees F. have an injurious affect on 
leather, the extent of damage depending 
on the length of exposure and the amount 
of heat. This is due to the drying out of 
the oils and fats contained in the fibres. 
When this occurs, the leather becomes 
dry and brittle with loss of strength and 
it cannot be brought back to its original 
condition. 

Following a thorough soaking, if the 
belt need not be run, it should be painted 
inside and out with a light coat of neets- 
foot oil, cod oil, or belt dressing made by 
the manufacturer of the belt. When ap- 
plying oil or dressing, the belt in contact 
with pulleys should not be neglected. The 
belt should then be allowed to stand until 
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it is well dried, which may require 48 
hours or more, depending upon atmos- 
pheric conditions in the room. 

If the drive cannot be shut down for 
the drying-out period, under no circum- 
stances should the belt be run until its 
surfaces have been treated. At times, 
necessity dictates the use of sticky mate- 
rials to make a belt pull when it is im- 
possible to shut down for the drying-out 
period. If rosin is used it should be 
scraped off as soon as conditions will 
permit as it is injurious to leather. Spare 
belts would save many a tie-up and pre- 
vent injury to the water-soaked belt. 

Belts in which waterproof cement has 
been used in the laps and plies will not 
come apart no matter how wet they get. 
Ordinary cement is soluble in water and 
the laps and plies readily pull apart. 
Belts using non-waterproof cement should 
be run off the pulleys to relieve the strain 
and in most cases, if done promptly the 
laps will not open up. If this is not done, 
it may be necessary to rebuild the belt 
completely after it has dried out. 

Note: There are many different kinds 
of belts for today’s countless power-oper- 
ated machines and devices. Some of these 
belts may be metal, or woven cloth, or 
plastic material. Early consultation with 
the owners or operators of the respective 
belt-driven machines may be advisable 
to determine the best steps to be taken 
for salvage. 


Bolt Goods: Various grades of silks, 
woolens, linens, etc., are usually wrapped 
in ordinary paper, and frequent losses 
occur, due to failure of wrappings to 
withstand water. Obviously bolt goods 
should be wrapped in ‘waterproof mate- 
rial, 


Bowling Alleys: If established and run 
by responsible people, they are consid- 
ered good insurance risks as practically 
no stock is carried. Basement alleys suffer 
greater damage than those above grade, 
as water will more likely accumulate 
there, and cause alleys to warp, necessi- 
tating relaying. Bowling alleys are also 
susceptible to smoke damage and in many 
cases require sanding or scraping. From a 
salvage viewpoint, substantial protection 
can be provided by the proper and im- 
mediate use of salvage covers. If there is 
sufficient time, spreading sawdust prior 
to laying covers will absorb much mois- 
ture. In spreading covers it is good prac- 
tice to open covers on the quarter fold 
and place them along the finished run- 
way, thus affording the protection of sev- 
eral layers of canvas; over these covers 
should be placed an over-all cover pro- 
tecting the runways and gutters. The pits 
also should receive special attention as 
they are lower than the alley and are 
likely to fill with water and cause seepage 
under the alley: The removal of wet 
covers as soon as possible and ample 
ventilation, together with the application 
of dry sawdust, is of considerable value 
in the prevention of warping. In estab- 
lishments where pool tables also are in- 
volved, it is good practice to place a chair 
or some object on the table to create a 
pitch and drain water off salvage covers 
so that the water does not lay in the 
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Case History No. 6 
SuByJEcT oF Stupy 


State Office Building 
300 South Walnut 
Lansing, Michigan 


DATE: 


February 8, 1951 


ONE OF THE LARGEST, most long 
drawnout and punishing salvage’ oper- 
ations took place during and follow- 
ing the fire which involved the top 
floors of the Michigan State Office 
Building in Lansing, Mich., on Feb- 
ruary 8, 1951. 

The eight-story building of fire re- 
sistive construction was built in the 
form of a “U” and occupied an entire 
city block, measuring approximately 
580 feet from one end of the building 
to the other. 

The fire was set by a disgruntled 
employee on the seventh floor, where 
state records and all types of materi- 
als were stored, from which point 
it communicated to the floor above, 
ultimately involving both floors. No 
fire got below these two floors, but in 
the protracted struggle to extinguish 
the fire, millions of gallons of water 
were thrown into the building during 
the 30 hours of extinguishing opera- 
tions. ; 

This water found its way down 
through the floors and stairways to 
the areas below, which were occupied 
by state departments containing irre- 
placeable records and a library of 
great value. 

The limited number of covers car- 
ried by the Lansing Fire Department 
was soon depleted, and it was ap- 
parent that unless a vast supply of 
additional tarps’ were secured, the 
water damage would be tremendous. 

To Arnold C, Renner, Chief, Fire 
Marshal Division, Michigan State Po- 
lice, fell the task of protecting the 
costly contents of the huge structure. 

In addition to making use of all the 
possible covers which were available 
on incoming apparatus, an appeal for 
all possible protection covers went out 
to the National Guard, local mer- 








—Photo courtesy Fire Marshal’s office, 
Michigan State Police 


chants and trucking and _ industrial 
concerns. 

The National Guard alone was able 
to supply 400, and 176 additional 
covers were secured from other 
sources. All 576 covers were spread 
below the fire by some 36 recruit state 
troopers and about 12 other employ- 
ees from the City of Lansing aided by 
firemen, when and where they could 
be spared from the arduous job of 
fighting the fire. 

No water damage was done to the 
IBM machinery, typewriters, or add- 
ing machines as a result of this cover- 
age, in spite of the large amounts of 
plaster and water that came down on 
the lower floors. 

Following the fire, some contents, 
such as library books and other mate- 
rials that were subject to run-off be- 
fore coverage could be effected, were 
treated by experts and much of it re- 
claimed. The total damage of $1,900,- 
000 would have been immeasurably 
greater but for this prompt and ex- 
tensive operation. 

An interesting detail of this case 
history was the fact that according to 
Marshal Renner, of the 576 covers 
used, all but two of them were re- 
turned to their rightful owners follow- 
ing the fire. 








cover and cause damage by moisture 
penetrating. (JCJ 


Acknowledgment: This and following 
chapters are adapted from “The Stand- 
ards for Salvaging Operations,” May 
1954, of the National Fire Protection 
Association; the “Fire Chief's Handbook,” 
by Fred Shepperd, Case-Shepperd-Mann 
Publishing Corporation, ninth edition; 
and various other authorities. Special ac- 


knowledgment is made to the Committee 
on Salvaging Operations of the NFPA, 
Joseph J. Scanlon, superintendent, New 
York Fire Patrol, chairman, for permis- 
sion to reprint “Article 700. The Effects 
of Fire, Water and Smoke on Merchan- 
dise.” The author also gratefully acknowl- 
edges the assistance of the late Chief 
Frank C. McAuliffe, head of the Chicago 
Fire Insurance Patrol who was the author 
of several texts on the subject. 
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Firemen assigned to main station in Kathmandu shown aboard 1944 Firemen assigned to Station 2 in the suburb of Patan, shown aboard 
Morris-Commercial truck equipped with a 250-gpm Hadfield pump. The their 1949 Dodge truck with a 250-gpm Harland-Taylor pump. This 
officer is Superintendent Lal Basadur station also has a 500-gallon tank truck 


World’s ‘Most Isolated” Fire Force 


Kathmandu Fire Brigade Protects Half 
Million in Historic Capital of Remote Nepal 


By HAL BRUNO 


THE WORLD’S “MOST ISOLATED” 
fire department is protecting a_half- 
million lives in the historic Valley of 
Kathmandu, capital of remote Nepal. 

There is no such thing as mutual aid 
in the Himalaya Mountains, and the val- 
ley’s 62 professional firemen have only 
their own skill and equipment to prevent 
a major disaster. 

The fact that this ancient wooden city 
has not been swept by conflagration is 
testimony to the training and efficiency 
of the Kathmandu Fire Brigade. 

To appreciate the achievements and 
problems of the Nepalese firemen, one 
must first understand something about 
the rugged mountain country that lies 
between India and Tibet. 

Until the last few years, Nepal had 
been cut off from the rest of the world 
by dense jungles, the highest mountains 
on earth and a tough political regime. 
Slightly smaller than the State of Illinois, 
it was known as “The Forbidden King- 
dom.” 





Typical wooden construction in downtown Kathmandu. The building is commercial on the 


fi first floor, housing stores and money-changer, while the second floor is a Buddhist temple. The 
There were no roads into Kathmandu, third floor is used as a residence 
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and the capital city’s main link with the 
Soutside world was a winding mule trail. 
‘Freight was carried in by porters or 
came over an 18-mile ropeway. Even fire 
@ apparatus was lashed to a platform and 
dragged through the mountains by hun- 
dreds of coolies. 

A revolution overthrew the old rulers 
‘in 1951, and the hermit nation has 
opened its doors, Economic aid from 
America and India is helping Nepal to 
catch up with the 20th Century. 

But from the standpoint of fire fight- 
| ing, the Valley of Kathmandu remains 
‘isolated. Despite a new road over the 
| mountains, it would still take at least 24 
hours for outside help to arrive. Only six 
pieces of apparatus and 62 firemen stand 
' between Kathmandu and destruction. 


Central Asia’s only 
professional fire force 


Organized in 1944, the Kathmandu 
Fire Brigade is the only professional fire 
department in the entire Himalaya 
Mountain region of Central Asia. Its 
front-line equipment consists of three 
250-gpm pumpers and three 500-gallon 
tank trucks. 

Head of the department is a civilian 
director, M. R. Bhandari, whose job cor- 
responds to that of an American fire com- 
missioner. The chief fire officer is Super- 
intendent Lal Basadur, who has been a 
fireman for 18 years and formerly was a 
member of the Calcutta, India, Fire 
Brigade. 

The fire fighting force is divided into 
three companies, each equipped with a 
pumper and a tanker; and 20 men com- 
manded by a “suba’”’ (officer) and a 
sergeant. One company is located at 
main headquarters in downtown Kath- 
mandu, while the others are in the ad- 
joining suburb of Patan, and the old 
town of Bhatgoan, six miles away. 

An English-made 1944 Morris-Com- 
mercial truck with a 250-gpm Hadfield 
pump runs out of the Kathmandu station. 








The: other companies have 1949 Dodge 
trucks with a 250-gpm Harland-Taylor 
pump. The three 500-gallon booster 
tanks are mounted on 1935 Chevrolet 
chassis. In addition, a 250-gpm trailer 
pump and utility truck are stationed at 
main headquarters. 

Each pumper carries 1,500 feet of 
hose, a 30-foot ladder, axes, nozzles, 
chemical extinguishers and the usual 
hand tools. The valley’s principal source 
of water is backyard wells, though there 
are hydrants fed by 24-inch mains in 
Kathmandu city. Hydrant pressure aver- 
ages about 15 pounds, and insufficient 
water supply is a serious problem in 
many areas. 

The department is run along military 
lines, and discipline is very strict. Candi- 
dates are young by American standards 
—16 to 20 years old—and receive six 
months training before being assigned to 
companies. A drill tower is located at the 
rear of main headquarters. 

Officers and men work 24-hour shifts 
in the two-platoon system. Firemen are 
paid 55 rupees per month (about $9), 
while sergeants earn 85 rupees and offi- 
cers receive 200 rupees per month (about 
$33). Each man is entitled to 30 days 
vacation a year, and 20 days of annual 
leave. Pension after 20 years is at one- 
third of the regular pay. 

Alarms are telephoned directly to each 
station, though many are “company stills” 
brought on the run by a frantic citizen 
who usually shouts in Nepali (the main 
language), but may also be screaming 
in the Tibetan or Newari dialects. 


Many hazards but few fires 


Construction in the valley is mostly 
wood and brick, although the emphasis is 
on wood in the towns. With the excep- 
tion of historic temples and palaces, few 
buildings are over two or three stories in 
height. Many tenement-like buildings are 
several hundred years old, with ornate 
wood carvings and narrow stairways. 


n the The Valley of Kathmandu, with the snow peaks of the Himalaya Mountains in the distance. 
,. The While the surrounding country is mountainous, the valley itself is level, at an altitude of about 
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5,000 feet. It never snows in the valley and the winter temperature does not go below freezing 





ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


Hal Bruno is a staff reporter for 
the Chicago American, now in In- 
dia on a Fulbright scholarship. On 
his visits to rural areas and all of 
the major cities, he has studied lo- 
cal fire forces and their methods. 
He writes: “You might be inter- 
ested to know that even firemen in 
remote places such as Nepal have 
heard of Fire ENGINEERING and 
are anxious to get copies.” 











Most of the population cooks inside on 
wood and cow-dung fires, and the few 
electrical circuits are heavily overloaded. 

Despite these hazards, there are sur- 
prisingly few fires—an average of- only 
150 alarms per year. This is due to a 
ready-made fire prevention program in 
the Nepalese way of life. As Director 
Bhandri explained: “Our people handle 
fire all their lives and learn to be careful 
at an early age. It is tradition in a Nepal- 
ese home to assign a servant or older 
child to watch the fire.” 

There is little industry in the valley, 
whose main occupations are agriculture 
and trade. However, with the entrance 
of the modern world, Nepal is changing 
and new problems are being ‘created for 
the fire service. 

As a result, many improvements are 
scheduled for the fire brigade under the 
country’s five-year plan. They include 
more equipment and manpower, and the 
installation of two-way radios. 

The Nepalese fire fighters are anxious 
to get technical manuals and magazines 
from the outside world, but are pre- 
vented from doing so by strict currency 
regulations. 

American firemen could do a good turn 
by mailing old copies of Fire ENGINEER- 
ING to the firemen of Kathmandu. [JJ 





Kathmandu firemen perform hose drill at 
the tower in the rear of main station. Hose 
is carried in doughnut rolls on apparatus 
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Harrisburg fire in early stages, before mutual aid companies were deployed. Four-story storage warehouse is fully involved; seven-story ware- 
house (hidden in smoke) and two-story frame meat building (foreground) were threatened 





Tri-County Fire Forces Fight 


Harrisburg's Second Largest Fire 


Dauphin County mutual aid plan meets first big test 
in nine-hour battle to control $700,000 blaze 


A “CHERRY RED” STOVE PIPE from 
a space heater in a South Second Street 
warehouse in Harrisburg, on the morning 
of January 12, triggered the second 
largest fire ever experienced in Pennsyl- 
vania’s Capital City. 

In the nine-hour battle against flames, 
33 fire companies, including 14 from 
Harrisburg, actively participated either 
directly or indirectly. 

The two-way radio controlled mutual 
aid plan formulated among Dauphin 
County’s 59 fire fighting organizations in 
November 1956, was given its first full- 
fledged test. Also aiding were companies 
from Cumberland County and one from 
York County. The loss was unofficially set 


*john Klinepeter is on the public relations staff 
of the Dauphin County Volunteer Firemen’s 
Association; he is secretary of the CD Council 
of Dauphin County Chiefs’ Association, and 
chairman, Radio Committee, Dauphin County 
Fire Chiefs and Fire Police Association, Inc. 
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at more than $700,000 to building and 
contents. 

Almost miraculously, only two minor 
injuries were recorded among the esti- 
mated 520 fire fighters that participated 
in the fray. One of those injured was 
Harrisburg’s acting fire chief, William 
McBride, 70-year-old veteran of many 
years with the city fire service. He 
twisted a right leg muscle in a fall. The 
other injury was a leg torn by a nail, 
suffered by Fireman Charles E. Berry of 
Harrisburg’s Washington Fire Company. 

At the onset, Harrisburg’s Citizen 
Company No. 3 and Paxton Company 
No. 6 were out of service. During the 
fire, the Camp Curtin Company No. 13 
was taken from service after it split an 
engine head while pumping in relay. 

Water supply was limited until the 
situation was improved by relays from 
the Susquehanna River, and by redraft- 


/ 


ing water from the flooded street as it 
ran from the blazing structure. 


Conflagration possibilities 


The four-story brick warehouse in- 
volved was owned by the Harrisburg 
Storage Co., and the first two floors, 
actually one huge story with vaulted ceil- 
ings, was leased by the Charles L. Bell 
Co. of Allentown. 

The Bell Co. portion of the building 
was jammed rafter-high with a miscel- 
lany of electrical appliances which suf- 
fered severe damage. The upper two 
stories were laden mostly with stored 
furniture of Armed Forces personnel who 
are on duty in foreign lands, and in- 
cluded all types of home furnishings, 
even a 1956 automobile. The Bell Tele- 
phone Co. of Pennsylvania also had con- 
siderable electronic stock stored in this 
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section. Contents of the two upper stories 
were almost completely destroyed. 

North of the involved structure, the 
breadth of a railroad siding, was the 
two-story frame Kingan Meat Co., and 
immediately south, the seven-story Har- 
risburg Storage Co. warehouse which was 
connected to the destroyed building. 

To the east, the Pennsylvania Railroad 
yards made fire fighting difficult; the 
west front on Second Street afforded the 
best attack grounds until ladder pipes 
and roof streams could be brought into 
play. 

A fire wall and wire glass windows 
helped prevent the spread of flames to 
the seven-story adjoining Harrisburg 
Storage Co. warehouse,’ although busi- 
ness records were removed from its first 
floor as a safeguard. 

The vulnerable Kingan Co. building 
was saved from involvement only by a 
heavy curtain of water played between 
the buildings, and the protection offered 
by a solid brick wall on that side of the 
Bell Co. 

The Kingan and Harrisburg Storage 
Co. roofs offered an excellent vantage 
point for fire fighters to operate heavy 
lines and deluge sets. Pumpers along 
Second Street augmented these facilities 
with deck guns, and heavy ladder pipe 
streams were directed onto the blaze 
from atop Harrisburg’s three 60- and 85- 
foot aerial ladder trucks. 


Fire came at bad time 


Saturday, January 12, was a clear cold 
day, with a temperature of 28 degrees. 
Four Bell Co. salesmen were holding a 
sales meeting in the warehouse when it 
was noticed that the pipe from a space 
heater was “cherry red” near the ceiling. 
This was at approximately 9:45 a.m. One 
of the men called city hall at 9:50 and 
turned in a telephone alarm which 
brought the city’s Engine 1. 

Usually three companies answer a tele- 
phone alarm, but Engines 7, 8 and 16; 
Hose Companies 11 and 12; Ladder 2; 
one ambulance and Fire Chief McBride 
were overhauling a fire that gutted two 
dwellings at 1108-10 Nelson Street. The 
telephone for this fire was received at 
9:20 a.m. 

At 9:55 a.m., minutes after Engine 1 
arrived at the warehouse, Box 36 was 
pulled at Second and Washington Streets, 
bringing Engines 2 and 9, Hose 4, Lad- 
der 1 and the second ambulance. Chief 
McBride was notified and left the Nelson 
Street Blaze. Assistant Chief Robert M. 
Houseal was notified to immediately re- 
port to the latter scene. 

At 10:02 a.m., Chief McBride trans- 

mitted a second alarm, bringing Engines 
7, 8, 14 and 16; Hose and Ladder 2. 
Assistant Chief Houseal arrived at this 
time. , 
At 10:10 a.m., Chief Houseal turned 
in the signal 3-3 (general alarm) to 
bring the remaining city fire apparatus, 
including Engines 13 and 15, Hose 10 
and 11 and Ladder 3. 

Chief Houseal, who is CD fire chief of 
all Dauphin County fire companies, held 
a hasty conference with Chief McBride, 
and it was felt imperative to start calling 
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suburban companies, as the blaze was 
spreading rapidly, out of control. Harris- 
burg has a volunteer fire department, ex- 
cept for drivers and officers, and subur- 
ban volunteers work very well with them. 

The blazing building was almost hid- 
den by smoke, and Harrisburg police 
sped to the fire area to seal it off before 
a deluge of Saturday shoppers, attracted 
by the spectacle, could jam the ap- 
proaches ahead of reinforcing fire fight- 
ers. In this they were successful. 


Mutual aid calls go out 


In the following chronological report 
of suburban apparatus called to the 
scene, the three digits after the company 
name designate the discharges of the in- 
dividual pumpers. 

At 12:20 a.m., Progress (750) went to 
the city’s No. 2 Station; 10:23 a.m., Pen- 
brook Borough (600) to city’s No. 8 
Station; 10:30 a.m., Rescue of Estherton 
(750) to Harrisburg No. 13 Station; 
10:33, West Side of Steelton (750) to 
city’s No. 9 Station; 10:40 a.m., Paxtang 
Borough (750) to city’s No. 12 Station. 

Beginning with the above, all respond- 
ing apparatus were controlled by radio 
from the base station in Swatara Town- 
ship (Harrisburg companies are not 
radio-equipped) by Town Fire Marshall 
Howard Bretz of Oberlin, who is also 
deputy chief of CD District No. 4. 

At 10:50 a.m., Penbrook was ordered 








to the scene of the fire. Five minutes 
later Progress followed, and Penbrook 
was replaced at the No. 8 Station by 
Oberlin (750). At 10:56 a.m., aid was 
summoned from Cumberland County, 
west of the Susquehanna River that 
bounds Harrisburg. A 750-gpm pumper 
and supply truck was dispatched by Le- 
moyne and accompanied by the West 
Fairview Fire Company ambulance. 
Lower Allen Township dispatched a 65- 
foot aerial ladder and 500-gpm pumper 
to city Station No. 2, to fill in and operate 
temporarily as Harrisburg Ladder 1 and 
Engine 2. 

At 11:00 am. Chief Bretz alerted 
Dauphin County CD Fire Districts 3, 
4 and 5, putting 24 fire companies on a 
standby basis ready to move anywhere 
in the county. At the same time, Lower 
Allen Chief Glen Hawbecker placed 18 
additional West Shore companies on a 
standby alert. 

Dillsburg Fire Company, 18 miles 
away, in York County, was alerted to 
standby in the Lower Allen Township 
company’s territory, eight miles west of 
Harrisburg. 

At 11:20 a.m., the standby companies 
in the city had their first outside call and 
the two pieces of Lower Allen Township 
apparatus answered a telephone alarm to 
extinguish a chimney fire at 1513 Penn 
Street in Harrisburg. At just about this 
time, Harrisburg’s Engine 13, a 1,000- 
gpm pumper, went out of service. Its 

Continued on page 470 


Firemen from 33 fire companies from three counties operated on Harrisburg storage ware- 
house blaze and handled simultaneous fires. Dauphin County's radio mutual aid system got its 
first workout and proved its value 
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Employees and civilian vol- 
unteers attempt to salvage 
newly completed boats from 
rapidly advancing flames. Stor- 
age yard was almost fully in- 
volved before fire fighters ar- 
rived —Grand Rapids Press photo 


Quick Destruction in Grand Rapids Boat Yard Fire 





Fast spreading fire destroys more than 1,500 molded plywood boats 


in less than two hours. Damage to factory and contents exceeds 


$700,000 and sets record as largest single loss in city's history 


THE STORAGE AND BOAT DIVISION 
Plant No. 3, of the Wagemaker Co., 675 
Chestnut Street, S. W., Grand Rapids, 
Mich., finished, stored and repaired small 
pleasure craft in a one-story factory about 
375 feet long and approximately 100 feet 
wide. Finished boats, ready for shipping, 
were stacked in a fenced-in outdoor area 
adjacent to the factory. The storage yard 


From a report by Chief Frank H. Burns 


measured about the same length as the 
factory—150 feet at its widest point. 
The small boats consisted mainly of 
moulded plywood hulls 12 to 14 feet 
long, finished in lacquer paints, then 
wrapped in asphalt-treated water-repel- 
lant paper and stacked three to four high 
in closely spaced rows. A few aluminum 
boats were also stored in the yard. 





Value of parapeted fire wall is shown by this picture. Backed by lines from Engines 7 and 
10, it prevented extension of fire into western half of Wagemaker facto 
a Rapids Press photo 
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The factory was of aluminum-clad 
wood-sheathed construction with a joisted 
roof. A concrete block fire wall divided 
the building into two main sections. A 
small shed on the southwest corner of the 
main building was used for storage of 
lacquer thinners, The factory was not 
equipped with sprinklers. 

' The Wagemaker Co. is one of the 
largest small boat manufacturers in the 
United States. The factory involved in the 
fire carried on spray painting and other 
finishing operations in addition to crating 
the boats for shipping. Boat repairs were 
also made in the building and a con- 
siderable number stored inside the plant. 


Cigarette probable cause 


The fire started in the storage yard 
behind the factory. Employees working 
in the yard stated that they had been 
smoking in the area and one of the boat 
stacks flared up. The fire department was 
called and about 100 of the employees, 
including some of the clerical help, at- 
tacked the fire with hand extinguishers. 
These efforts were unsuccessful and the 
blaze raced quickly along the closely 
spaced stacks and extended to the fac- 
tory building. Before the fire was out, 
about 1,200 boats ready for shipping were 
destroyed in the yard and 300 more in 
various stages of completion were burned 
in the east section of the factory. 
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At 3:28 a.m. on February 19, a still 
alarm was received in the Grand Rapids 
Fire Alarm Headquarters for a fire at 
the Wagemaker property. The assignment 
for Box 61-56, Chestnut and Godfrey 
was dispatched. This consisted of En- 
gines 1, 6, 8, 12; Ladder 1; Squad 1; 
District Chief Bergstrom and Deputy 
Chief Adrian Meyers. The box was trans- 
mitted at 3:29 p.m. 

At 3:32 p.m., District Chief Bergstrom 
turned in a second alarm bringing En- 
gines 3, 7 and Chief of Department 
Frank Burns, A third alarm was trans- 
mitted at 3:43 p.m. and three more en- 
gines and a ladder company responded. 
The off-shift was called back (110 out of 
118 reporting) and 47 men were ordered 
to join the 54 men on duty at the scene. 
The remaining men were assigned to re- 
serve apparatus to protect the city in the 
event of another fire. 


Train delays response 


The fire had gained great headway be- 
fore the first alarm was received. Chief 
Burns was sitting at his desk when he 
heard the bells announcing the alarm. 
He glanced out of the window and 
noticed a great cloud of smoke rising 
over the area. By the time he had reached 
the scene, the entire storage yard was in- 
volved and the fire had entered the east 
section of the factory building. 

When the  first-alarm assignment 
reached the area, immediate access was 
blocked by a Chesapeake and Ohio main 
line train which was on the crossing 
northwest of the factory. Heavy vehicular 
traffic on the streets also added to the 
delay. These factors, coupled with the 
long hose lays which were necessary, 
made it difficult to get streams quickly. 

Approximately 10,000 feet of hose was 
laid in ten lines with a discharge of 3,000 
gpm at the peak of operations. The in- 
tense heat proved a serious obstacle to 
fire fighters. Engine 6 attempted to lay 
its lines from a hydrant about 500 feet 
northeast of the storage yard. The radi- 
ated heat was so intense that paint peeled 
on the vehicle and the windshield was 
broken. The company was forced to with- 
draw behind the protection of the New 
York Central railroad viaduct, where 
under protection of a fog nozzle on one 
of the lines, a fog blanket enabled per- 
sonnel to attack the fire with a straight 
stream. 

The fire in the storage yard had ad- 
vanced to such a point that salvage oper- 
ations were practically impossible. The 
major problem was to head off the blaze 
in the factory and to protect other ex- 
posures., All efforts were directed to this 
end, Engines 10 and 7 each took a 2%- 
inch line into the building. A large fire 
door was open in the fire wall and fire 
had started to extend into this section. 
Some employees were attempting to fight 
the advancing flames with extinguishers 
when the firemen stretched in and the 
two lines were successful in stopping the 
fire at this point. This action saved ap- 
proximately 200 boats from destruction, 
as well as large quantities of paint and 
other boat building materials. While this 
interior stop was being made, Engine 3 
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stretched lines alongside the lacquer 
thinner shed to protect this vulnerable 
exposure. 

The fire was brought under control in 
about one hour. It was declared out by 
Chief Burns in less than two hours and 
companies began picking up and return- 
ing to quarters by 5:30 p.m. 

Injured in the operation were Firemen 

Donald Van Dyke, burns on the face; 
Willard Watson, burns on the shoulder 
and neck; and Harold Barry, nail punc- 
ture in foot. All were treated in St. 
Mary’s Hospital and released. 
‘ The approximate losses were: Factory 
building, $70,000; contents, $15,000; 
boat storage in building, $210,000; boat 
storage in yard, $430,000. In addition, 
two railroad freight cars standing on a 
siding were damaged. 

A crowd of over 1,000 persons gath- 
ered on the elevated New York Central 
right-of-way to watch the thrilling spec- 
tale. O10 


Louisiana Arson 
Conference 


The State of Louisiana through the 


Department of State Fire Marshal will. 


conduct its annual Arson and Fire Pre- 
vention Conference on July 9-11 at the 
Monteleone Hotel in New Orleans. 

State Fire Marshal John E. Coon, con- 
ference chairman, has arranged a three- 
day program which will feature a num- 
ber of nationally-known authorities in 
the fields of arson investigation and fire 
prevention. 

Everyone interested in arson and fire 
prevention is invited“to attend. No fees 
are charged. 

The Louisiana Conference usually at- 
tracts approximately 500 persons repre- 
senting from 12 to 14 states. 


Rules Against U. S. 
In Forest Fire Suit 


The U. S. Supreme Court has ruled in 
a precedent-setting decision, that the 
Federal Government can be sued for 
damages caused by the negligence of the 
U. S. Forest Service in fighting fires. 

The Federal Tort Claims Act, a rela- 
tively new law, makes the government 
liable—just as an individual is liable— 
for injuries caused by the negligence of 
government employees. But liability in 
each case is determined by the laws of 
the state in which claims are filed, even 
when cases are heard by federal judges. 

Claims for more than $1.4 million 
brought by a Washington State pulp 
manufacturer and other property owners 
near Olympic National Forest allege that 
Forest Service firemen were negligent in 
controlling a 1951 fire that was started 
by a spark from a railroad engine passing 
over government right-of-way. 

Although the Justice Department 
argued that if government were held re- 
sponsible for such negligence it might 
some day be held liable for the destruc- 
tion of an entire town or city by forest 
fire, the Supreme Court ruled otherwise 


in a 7-to-2 decision, holding that the 
very purpose of the Act (Tort Claims 
Act) was to establish just such “novel 
and unprecedented government liability.” 
Lower courts that had dismissed the suits 
of property owners were ordered to de- 
cide whether the laws of Washington 
State do impose liability for negligent 
fire fighting on private persons. If so, the 
federal government must pay the dam- 
ages. 


Multiple Traffic Mishaps 
at Multiple-Alarmer 


It is seldom that more than a single 
accident involving a responding fire ve- 
hicle occurs during a fire extinguishing 
operation. Two such accidents in a single 
incident is indeed rare. But three separate 
such mishaps during the same fire seems 
to set some sort of record. 

Such a coincidence occurred the eve- 
ning of April 9 in Washington, D. C., 
when three units of the District Fire De- 
partment were involved in as many acci- 
dents while responding to a three-alarm 
blaze at 24th and G Streets, N. W. For- 
tunately no one was injured except the 
apparatus. 

The fire, which raged through the up- 
per floor of Todd’s Warehouse, was re- 
ported to fire headquarters at 5:50 p.m. 
and fire officials first on the scene sound- 
ed two additional alarms in rapid suc- 
cession. At its height, 25 pieces of appa- 
ratus were engaged in the struggle, which 
saw three fire fighters treated for smoke 
poisoning. 

The accidents to responding appara- 
tus involved Engine 5, which had a col- 
lision at New Hampshire and 25th Street; 
Ladder 9 which suffered an accident in 
Ashmead Place, and the second piece 
(hose wagon) of Engine 16 which be- 
came hors de combat at the 15th and 
K Streets intersection. The extent of dam- 
age to the fire equipment (and other ve- 
hicles ) was not revealed. 

The fire tied heavy Virginia Avenue 
traffic into knots for over two hours. Loss 
resulting from the fire was estimated at 
$100,000. 

Irving Wallen Johnson 


March Fire Losses 


Estimated fire losses in the United 
States during March amounted to $104,- 
565,000, the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters has reported. 

According to Lewis A. Vincent, 
NBFU’s general manager, this $104,- 
565,000 loss represents an increase of 
17.1 per cent over losses of $89,315,000 
reported for March 1956, and an in- 
crease of 9.4 per cent from losses of 
$95,569,000 for February 1957. 

Losses for the first three months of 
1957 now total $315,406,000, an in- 
crease of 16.7 per cent over the first 
three months of 1956, when they 
amounted to $270,328,000. 

These estimated losses include an 
allowance for uninsured and unreported 
losses. 











Fatal Prefabricated Dwelling Fire 
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The plywood ceiling and most of the walls in the fire room were burned out in the prefab 
fire. The intensity of the blaze can also be judged by the deep charring of the roof truss 
members. The high bedroom windows appear in the left rear of the photograph 


At 4:47 p.m. on January 26, the Coun- 
cil Bluffs, Iowa, Fire Department re- 
sponded to a dwelling fire. The first com- 
pany to arrive observed fire coming from 
the front windows and the rear of the 
house. 

After the fire was knocked down, the 
body of a woman occupant was discov- 
ered between a bedroom wall and a bed, 
partially concealed by the latter. 

According to Fire Chief Waldo Merrill, 
this was the first fire to involve a pre- 
fabricated house in his city. From the ex- 
perience he draws these conclusions: 

1. The house burned like a cracker box. 


Pittsburgh Has New Fire Boat 


Not many communities have fireboats 
on inland rivers of this nation—but Pitts- 
burgh is an exception. The fire depart- 
ment’s new fireboat boasts several unique 
design features which enable it to oper- 
ate effectively on the rivers that flow 
through the city. The craft was built by 
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--Council Bluffs Nonpareil Photo 


2. This home had bedroom windows 
with two small metal sections practically 
five feet above the floor. It is doubtful if 
a grown person can get out of the high 
windows especially with the hot gases at 
the upper level of the .room. 

3. The plywood ceiling and practically 


all of the plywood walls in the fire room , 


were burned out. 

Seeking the cause of the fire, Chief 
Merrill says it is known that the woman’s 
husband left the residence between 3:30 
and 4:00 p.m. The chief cannot believe 
that the fire could have resulted from a 
cigarette. 


the Paasch Marine Service of Erie, Pa., 
and named the “C.D. Scully” in honor 
of a late mayor. It is 70 feet long, has 
a beam of 20 feet, displaces 98 tons and 
has a draft of less than four feet. 
The all-welded hull is fabricated from 
Cor-ten steel, a high strength low-alloy 





steel produced by the United States Steel 
Co. The first 20 feet of the hull has %- 
inch plates for turning aside logs and 
other floating hazards of the heavily 
traveled waterways. The remaining 50 
feet consists of 5/16-inch steel plates. 

It is propelled by two General Motors 
diesel engines developing a total of 570 
horsepower. It is equipped with three 
monitor nozzles which are supplied by 
four fire pumps having a total discharge 
of 10,000 gpm. 


Speeding Charge Against 
N. Y. Fire Chief Dismissed 


The charge of speeding lodged against 
the fire chief of Pleasant Valley, N. Y, 
by state police (Fire ENGINEERING, Jan- 
uary, 1957) was recently dismissed by the 
Justice of the Peace, Town of Pleasant 
Valley. 

When the case was brought before the 
local judge, he ruled that when chiefs, 
assistant chiefs or fire-police use their 
own vehicles in going to fires, then the 
vehicle becomes a “fire vehicle” within 
the meaning and intent of the legislature. 

The judge in his opinion said, “To hold 
otherwise would impede the quick and 
efficient work of our rural volunteer fire- 
men on fire and emergency calls from 
protecting life and property in their re- 
spective districts. The same is true of 
policemen, state police and other police 
officers on official business. It cannot be 
conceived that the legislature ever in- 
tended otherwise.” 

He further stated, “This is less a ques- 
tion of legal construction than a matter 
of general policy in law enforcement. The 
test is whether the defendant was driving 
a fire vehicle as is contemplated by 
statute, which exempts fire vehicles from 
the operation and provisions of traffic re- 
strictions. The importance of the duties 
of a fire chief in a rural community are 
not to be minimized. His duties as such 
are to preserve life and property from the 
ravages of fire. He would be derelict in 
shis duty first to the community for not 
investigating as fast as he can, a fire call, 
to prevent the fire from spreading; and 
secondly, it is his duty as a fire chief to 
get to the fire with all dispatch possible.’ 


Firecracker ‘‘Candy”’ 
Burns Boy 


In Salt Lake City, George Gainsford 
bought some “cracker balls” for hi 
children on April 5, thinking they were 
candy. 

Son Gregory, aged 3, bit into one as 
the family left the store. The pellet ex 
ploded, burning and lacerating the child’ 
mouth. 

The injury was the third of the day in 
Utah, and police confiscated the small 
pellets which, they said, resembled 
candy. All told, about 14,000 of the 
“cracker balls” were picked up by police 
from four local stores. 

According to police the “cracker balls” 
are small explosive pellets which make @ 
loud pop when thrown to the sidewalk 
or stomped upon. 
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Airborne Emergency 
Sound System 


The Armour Research Foundation has 
developed for the Federal Civil Defense 
Administration an airborne public ad- 
dress system designed to provide air to 
ground communication in order to con- 
trol outdoor traffic and pedestrians dur- 
ing air alerts and after attacks. 

The system uses a Cessna 170 air- 
plane, a magnetic tape recorder, three 
100-watt amplifiers, three horn loud- 
speakers and a gasoline motor generator. 

A second system for rooftop installa- 
tions has also been tested. It consists of 
32 100-watt loudspeakers installed on 
the roof of a tall building, which will 
provide intelligible direction to the gen- 
eral population within a one-square-mile 
area. The first test installation was made 
atop the Hotel Gary at Gary, Ind. 


Credit Correction 


Credit for the photograph of the 
Laurel, Md., pumper shown on Page 146 
of the February 1957 issue of Fire EN- 
GINEERING was inadvertently omitted. It 
was taken by Fireman Martin Sernatinger 
of Kalamazoo, Mich. 


‘Be Prepared’’——Boy Scout 
Training Pays Off 


An ll-year-old boy scout of Clifton, 
N. J., demonstrated the wisdom of the 
scout motto when a kitchen fire threat- 
ened his home. The firé was caused by 
sun rays, magnified by a window, strik- 
ing spilled lighter fluid on the window 
sill in the kitchen of his parents’ home. 

George Vasko, Jr. was in the back 
yard when his mother screamed. He ran 
into the kitchen, saw the flames, then re- 
turned to the yard for the garden hose. 
Stretching the hose into the house, he 
played a stream on the fire until it was 
extinguished. Arriving firemen cleaned 
up area and complimented the boy on 
his cool reaction to the emergency, Chief 
John Zanet of Clifton made the young 
scout an honorary member of the fire 
department. 
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Subscriber Builds Clever Models 


R. Schierle of Westfield, N. J., built 
the models shown from scrap wood and 
metal. The finely detailed miniature ap- 
paratus depict a Roselle, N. J., Ahren- 
Fox piston pumper and an American La- 


lowa Holds First Arson School 


The first Arson School to be conducted 
in the State of Iowa was recently held 
at Dubuque with fire and police officials 
of several states in attendance. It was 
sponsored jointly by the Dubuque Fire 
Department and the Firemanship Train- 
ing Staff of Iowa State College. The two 
day school, conducted at Dubuque’s 
Central Station, March 5-6, covered 
arson detection, preservation of evidence 
and court procedure. 

Dr. Richard S. Steinmetz, Chief Spe- 
cial Agent, Mutual Investigation Bureau 
of Chicago, was a principal speaker. A 
highlight of the school was a mock arson 
trial conducted by Marion Huffman, Spe- 
cial Agent for the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters. Assisting were District 
Judge Milton J. Glenn and Dubuque 
City Solicitor Thomas Nelson who served 
as judge and prosecuting attorney re- 
spectively, while the audience served as 
the jury. The trial demonstrated how 
overlooking minor details in arson in- 
vestigation can result in acquittal of an 
arsonist. 

Joe I. Fetters, firemanship instructor of 





France rotary gear pumper from West- 
field, N. J. Several pieces of Mr. Schierle’s 
collection were copied from photographs 
appearing in back issues of Fire ENcI- 
NEERING. 


the University of Missouri, demonstrated 
various “plants” which, while composed 
of common and normally innocent sub- 
stances and objects, produce intense fires 
in the hands of an arsonist. 

Other speakers on the program were 
Ed. J. Herron, State Fire Marshal; Em- 
mett T. Cox, Western Actuarial Bureau, 
Chicago; and Keith Royer, Supervisor of 
Firemanship Training, Iowa State Col- 
lege, who introduced the speakers. 


Chief C. Baal, Jr. 


Anti-Smog Gasoline 


Government scientists are going to test 
a reputedly smogless-type gasoline devel- 
oped by the Los Angeles Air Pollution 
District. The high octane—and more ex- 
pensive—product was developed in the 
district’s laboratory by Dr. Paul Mader. 
The American Petroleum Institute holds 
that no matter what type of gasoline is 
used, the same smog-causing exhaust re- 
sults. No data are available on the fire 
and explosion characteristics of the fuel. 
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Vamps Sponsor 
Youth Center 


The Denton, Md., Volunter Fire Com- 
pany sponsors a weekly youth recreation 
center at the fire station. All programs 
are chaperoned by at least two firemen 
together with interested parents. 

The firemen reserve the right to cancel 
the recreation nights if the patrons do 
not strictly adhere to these rules: Smok- 
ing or drinking not allowed on the prem- 
ises; no parking in front of the fire 
station; undesirable persons refused en- 
trance; firemen not responsible for per- 
sonal property; no admittance to first 
floor engine rooms, and patrons who leave 
the building between the hours of 8 and 
11 p.m. not be permitted to return. 


Northwest Arson Institute 


The first Arson and Fire Investigation 
Institute in the Pacific Northwest will 
be held June 3 through 7 at Gonzaga 
University, Spokane, Wash. It is spon- 
sored jointly by the University and the 
Spokane Fire Department. Lecturers will 
include many nationally known authori- 
ties. 

Enrollment is open to members of fire 
departments, police departments, sher- 
iffs’ deputies, fire marshals and others 
interested in arson and fire prevention. 
Registration for the event will be from 
8:30 to 9:00 a.m., June 3, at Dillon Hall. 
Fee for the course is $15.00. Living ac- 
commodations are available on the cam- 
pus or in Spokane hotels and motels. 


Student Convicted of 
Dorm Fire 


Paul D. Matovich, 21, former Kellogg, 
Ida., journalism student, was convicted 
of second degree murder April 12 for 
setting a fatal blaze in a University of 
Idaho dormitory. 

Matovich was assigned to write a story 
on a dormitory fire in which three men 
died, and later arrested for setting the 
blaze he wrote up. The youth, who ran 
for president of the freshman class, was 
charged with first degree murder and 
arson in the death of his fellow students. 

The state had asked the death penalty, 
claiming Matovich knowingly and will- 
ingly set the fire on the morning of Octo- 
ber 19 aften an evening of beer drinking, 
then went to his room in a nearby dormi- 
tory and watched the resulting blaze. 


Toledo Issues Home Fire 
Prevention Manual 


The Division of Fire, Toledo, Ohio, 
has published a booklet which contains 
the complete plan of its home fire inspec- 
tion program. 

The publication is intended solely for 
the fire department and is a guide to the 
steps to be taken, and how to go about 
it. In addition to instructions to officers 
and members of the department, it con- 
tains copies of the necessary tally sheets 
and other forms; tells what to look for in 
home inspections; explains the hazards 
to be encountered and so forth. 


New Pumper-Tanker in Nova Scotia 


The Bible Hill, Nova Scotia, Fire De- 
partment has recently taken delivery of 
a unique pumper-tanker, said to be only 
one of its kind in Eastern Canada. 

Built by American Fire Apparatus 
Company on a Chevrolet chassis, the 
unit is equipped with a 500-gpm front- 
mount pump complete with an operating 
panel and gauges. The pump is fitted 
with both 4%-inch and 2%-inch suction 
intakes and dual electric and vacuum 
primers. Two 2%-inch and two 1-inch 
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discharge outlets are provided at the 
pump with two 14-inch outlets located 
at the rear of the 1,060-gallon booster 
tank. A portable pump is mounted in a 
compartment in the rear. 

Hose capacity is 1,200 feet of 24-inch 
and 600 feet of 1%-inch. The booster 
reel contains 200 feet of 1l-inch high 
pressure hose. A 40-foot, three-section 
aluminum ladder, a roof ladder and pike 
pole are carried on the cantilever over- 
head rack. 


New Roselle, Ill., 
Emergency Unit Rescue 


The new emergency unit of the Roselle, 
Ill., Fire Department played an impor- 
tant part in the fire fighting and rescue 
activities following a recent explosion in 
the town’s business district. The unit is 
equipped with radio and a public address 
system which was used to direct activities 
at the disaster scene. It also served as a 
canteen for dispensing food and _ hot 
coffee to firemen and rescue workers. 

The vehicle was designed and outfitted 

by members of the 2l-man volunteer fire 
force under the direction of Chief Hugh 
Seddon. It consists of an International 
SM-152 chassis fitted with a Metro body 
and is powered by a 131 hp engine. 
' Emergency and disaster equipment 
consists of two-way radio with a roof- 
mounted loudspeaker, a 25-kva generator, 
floodlights, smoke ejector, demand masks, 
resuscitator, power hacksaw, blankets, 
first aid medical supplies, stretchers and 
carbon dioxide and dry chemical extin- 
guishers. 

Each item of equipment carried in the 
unit fits into a special compartment or 
wall cabinet and is ready for instant use. 
Counters on each side of the body in- 
terior are plastic-laminate covered and 
provide space for injured persons as well 
as seats for department members. 


Fireman’s suspension 
upheld 


A 15-day suspension of a fire depart- 
ment lieutenant for working at an out- 
side job in 1952-53 was recently upheld 
in Milwaukee by Circuit Judge Harvey 
L. Neelen. The fireman, Lt. Marty 
Guadagni, had appealed his suspension 
by the Fire and Police Commission. 
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Racine, Wis., Fireman Cited for Heroism 


Last summer off-duty fireman Sam 
Graceffa rescued an 11-year-old girl from 
the cold, choppy water of Lake Mich- 
igan. In February, Fireman Graceffa was 
honored for his heroism. 

He received the Frank R. Starbuck 
Memorial Award which is given each 
year to a Racine, Wis., resident who has 





distinguished himself in the preservation 
of life and property. He is the first fire- 
man ever to win the award. Shown in the 
photo (left to right) are: Robert Soren- 
son, executive secretary, County Safety 
Council; Fire Chief Rudolph Anderson; 
Fireman Graceffa 

—Racine Journal Times photo by Lyle Salvo 


Omaha Iron Lung Emergency Kit 


The emergency iron lung unit oper- 
ated by the Omaha, Nebraska Fire De- 
partment was made possible through vol- 
untary contributions of the personnel of 
the Strategic Air Command, Offutt Air 
Force Base. 

The Ford Metro unit is used to haul 
the iron lungs and it operates in con- 
junction with the rescue squads. Omaha 
Fire Chief E. W. Fields states that the 
lungs are frequently used in electrocution 
and drowning cases where sustained re- 
suscitation is necessary. In addition, the 
department has furnished, operated and 


qZON LUNG 
orn: 


maintained the iron lungs used in Omaha 
hospitals. 

The emergency unit carries the neces- 
sary electric cords, lung collars, stretch- 
ers, etc. and is equipped with iron rails 
so that the lung unit may be quickly un- 
loaded. If it is necessary to transport a 
patient in a lung, a unit is then transferred 
to one of the three rescue squads which 
have electrical connections to the truck 
generators for continuous operation. 

The lung unit is also equipped with a 
trailer-hitch for pulling the rescue boat 
for drownings or water rescue. 





Handy iron lung unit presented to the Omaha Fire Department by the personnel of the 
Offutt Air Force Base. It is available on call for emergency treatment of polio patients and 
has proven very useful in electrocution and drowning cases—Photo by Dan Mulcahey 
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Petroleum Products Go 
Underground 


Esso Standard Oil Co. has announced 
that it has about completed drilling op- 
erations for underground storage of petro- 
leum products. It is expected that more 
than a million barrels of the products, 
produced in its Baton Rouge refinery, can 
be accommodated in a salt dome forma- 
tion near Sorrento, La., 35 miles south 
of its plant. 

The underground cavities reportedly 
will help the company better meet the 
demands of chemical companies which 
use propane, ethylene, propylene and bu- 
tane as basic raw materials. The five 
huge cavities will also provide reserve 
storage capacity for the products dur- 
ing seasons of low demand. Three of the 
underground installations have already 


been finished. 


New L. A. Mountain 
Patrol Insignia 





Members of the Los Angeles City Fire 
Department’s famed Mountain Patrol are 
now wearing a distinctive shoulder patch. 

The insignia is a composite of 30 or 40 
ideas submitted by patrolmen, with col- 
ors of red, green and gold. 

The city patrolmen have for many 
years wanted something to identify them 
more clearly in the eyes of the public. 

Members of the patrol wear Stetson 
hats, gray shirts and forest green slacks. 


Cliff Dektar 


Non-Landowners 
O.K.’d as Chiefs 


New York State’s Attorney General 
Louis Lefkowitz has ruled that volunteer 
fire company officers need not own prop- 
erty in the towns they serve. 

Some town boards throughout the 
state have previously balked at the elec- 
tion of volunteer officers who did not own 
property within the voting district of the 
political subdivision protected by the fire 
department. The new ruling has state- 
wide significance. In the village of Green- 
point, L. I., three fire officers, Fire Chief 
Joseph Fiourilli and his two assistants, 
Eugene Lindsay and Fred Gordon, were 
put into office although none of them 
owns real estate in the village. 
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Ansul Schedules Fire Schools 


Ansul Chemical Company has an- 
nounced it will offer advanced training 
in fire fighting techniques for the eleventh 
consecutive year. A series of 12 three-day 
courses will open May 20 at Ansul’s 10- 
acre proving ground in Marinette, Wis. 
Classes will extend throughout the sum- 
mer, with the final session to begin Sep- 
tember 30. Courses are open to industrial, 
municipal and military fire fighters and 
other interested personnel. 

To guarantee maximum benefit to 
trainees, the size of the classes are limited 
to 25 men each. Reservations may be 
made on a first-come, first-served basis, 
through Ansul salesmen and distributors 
or by writing to Ansul Chemical Com- 
pany, Marinette, Wis. 

Three-day classes begin on each of the 
following dates: May 20, June 10, June 
17 and June 24, July 8, July 15 and July 
29, August 12, August 19 and August 26, 
September 16 and September 30. 


FWD Adds Dealers 


Four Wheel Drive Auto Company has 
expanded its fire apparatus sales and serv- 
ice organization with the addition of the 
following six new dealers, it was an- 
nounced by G. F. DeCoursin, vice-presi- 
dent—sales: AAA Fire Extinguisher Serv- 
ice Company, 2225 Clovis Road, Lubbock, 
Tex.; Reynolds Fire Equipment Com- 
pany, 1734 South Barry Avenue, Dallas, 
Tex.; Alamo Fire Equipment Company, 
626 North Leona Street, San Antonio, 
Tex.; Link Fire Equipment Service, 1415 
Lincoln Avenue, Utica, N. Y.; J. H. 
Teachout, Galway, N. Y., and the In- 
diana Fire Protection Company, 545 
South East Street, Indianapolis, Ind. 


New York Contract to Mack 


Mack Trucks, Inc., has announced re- 
ceipt of a contract for 44 fire trucks for 
the New York City Fire Department. 
Bert N. Nelson, manager of Mack’s Fire 
Apparatus Division, said the total cost of 
the pumpers will amount to $730,642. It 
is one of the largest single orders for 
civilian fire equipment in Mack’s history. 

The 750-gpm pumpers will be of the 
cab-forward style, equipped with air 
brakes, portable deluge gun, 375-gallon 
booster tank, booster reel and other essen- 
tials. One of the units will be fitted with 
a torque converter drive which eliminates 
hand-shifting. 


Kidde Fire Detector Brochure 


A 12-page brochure describing its 
rate-of-temperature-rise fire detector may 
be obtained from J. H. Scharff, Inc., 
through its parent company, Walter 
Kidde & Company, Inc., Belleville, N. J. 

The booklet outlines how the Kidde- 
Atmo system operates on a pneumatic 
principle to trigger an electric alarm at 
the first unusual rise of temperature in a 
protected space. 


New Buffalo Western Manager 


William George Beggs, Jr. has been 
appointed western division manager for 
the Buffalo Fire Appliance Corporation, 
Dayton, Ohio. He will cover the entire 
West Coast from Mexico to Canada, with 
headquarters in San Francisco. 

Mr. Beggs joined Buffalo in 1947 as 
district manager of the southwest terri- 
tory and has been in charge of the com- 
pany’s east central territory. 


International Harvester Marks 50 Years of Motor Truck Production 


Climaxing a half-century of building 
motor trucks the International Harvester 
Company has announced the “Anniver- 
sary Line,” including new fire truck 
chassis. The Model A-176 fire truck 
is rated at 19,500 pounds gross vehicle 
weight. It is powered by a 141-hp en- 
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gine with a 154-hp engine optional. 
Wheelbases range from 129 to 171 inches 
with ratings from 4,200 to 33,000 pounds 
GVW. Conventional and new cab—for- 
ward design is available as well as a 
choice of five gasoline and four LPG- 
fueled valve-in-head, six-cylinder engines. 





MSA Distributes ‘‘Scotchlite’’ 
Signs 


Mine Safety Appliances Company an- 
nounces it has been given the industrial 
and mining distributorship for “Scotch- 
lite” brand signs. A complete line of 
standard or special legend signs is availa- 
ble for fire department, industrial plant 
and other uses. 

A bulletin, No. 0909-1, describing and 
illustrating the signs in full color is availa- 
ble from Mine Safety Appliances Com- 
pany, 201 North Braddock Avenue, Pitts- 
burgh 8, Pa. 


New Foam and Water Sprinkler 





New designs for both an upright and 
pendent sprinkler head for use in com- 
bination air foam and water spray fire 
protection systems are announced by the 
“Automatic” Sprinkler Corporation of 
America, Youngstown 1, Ohio. The pen- 
dent sprinkler head permits adaptation 
of present systems to combination use in 
special hazard situations without repip- 
ing. The new head first discharges a 
large volume of thick foam to blanket 
spill or surface fires, then produces a 
water spray, which, it is claimed, does 
not diminish the protection afforded by 
the foam blanket; the latter maintains 
its effectiveness for approximately one- 
half hour under the water deluge. Man- 
ual controls permit change to the water 
spray during the foam discharge or laying 
of a blanket of foam without the shower 
of water. 


New Army Fire Truck 


A highly mobile aluminum fire truck 
has been developed by the U. S. Army’s 
Engineer Research and Development 
Laboratories, Fort Belvoir, Va., for com- 
bating fires involving non-conventional 
fuels, fuel storage tank farms and large 
scale fires, 

Manufactured by the Walter Motor 
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Let's talk frankly 
about mildew 


Fire hose manufacturers have various 
“treatments” which they apply to their hose 
to render it mildew resistant. 


So does Eureka... and we believe that 
ours is second to none! 


BUT our more than 80 years’ experience in 

the manufacture of the highest-quality municipal 
fire hose has convinced us that the only sure way 
to prevent mildew in fire hose is to dry it 
thoroughly every time it gets wet. Don’t overlook 
even a light shower or stray spray at a fire 
which may dampen the unused 

hose in the truck bed. 


It is just as important to keep hose dry 

as it is to keep it clean. ‘“Treatment” doesn’t 
take the place of good care in prolonging hose 
life. At best, it provides mildew resistance, not 
prevention! Such treatment may not wash out, 
but normal abrasion might wear through it. 

So play safe! KEEP YOUR HOSE DRY! 


We sincerely hope that this frank word of 
caution will substitute for costly experience in 
many fire departments... particularly in 
financially-pressed volunteer companies! 
Naturally we’ll be happy to hear from you if you 
have anything to add on this subject. 









Note how criss-crossing 
vertical cords tie all plies 
into a single jacket. 


“For greater protection to life and property” 


EUREKA FIRE HOSE 


Since 1875, Specialists in Manufacturing Circular-Woven Rubber-Lined Fire Hose 


1 Market Street ° Passaic, New Jersey Division of United States Rubber 
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Company of Long Island City, N. Y., it is 
equipped with a turret, carries a 1,000- 
gallon water tank and 150 gallons of con- 
centrated foam. It measures 28 feet long 
by 8 feet wide, weighs 39,000 pounds, is 
powered by a 330-hp rear engine, and 
is capable of speeds up to 60 miles an 
hour. 

Other features include four-wheel 
drive, a three-speed transmission with 
torque converter, hydraulic steering with 
a turning radius of 40 feet. 


All-Purpose Stretcher 





A compact, all-purpose stretcher that 
can be used as a litter, fracture board, 
traction splint, or resuscitator, is now 
available from Medical Supply Company, 
Rockford, Ill. Known as a “Haggard’s” 
stretcher, the weatherproofed plywood 
unit folds down to fit in the standard 
auto trunk. It has aluminum fittings; leg 
and body straps to protect and immo- 
bilize the patient in transit, and two 
traction braces for traction-splinting or 
leg immobilization. 


Onan News Features Fire Service 


Volume 12, No. 3 of “Power Points 
Digest,” a quarterly house publication of 
D. W. Onan and Sons, Inc., Minneapolis 
14, Minn., is devoted to electric power 
for fire departments. The 20-page, two- 
color booklet describes and illustrates fire 
department use of standby and portable 
electric generators. 


Boston Woven Changes 


R. H. Jackson, director of sales, Boston 
Woven Hose & Rubber Co., Boston, 
Mass., has announced personnel and geo- 
graphical changes in the company’s sales 
divisions, effective April 1. Charles W. 
Kline, New England division manager, 
will assume the post of western division 
manager in Los Angeles; C. E. Hanson, 
formerly west central division manager, 
will assume direction of the company’s 
south central division and Dallas ware- 
house; Richard C. Mahony, New England 
sales representative, has been promoted 
to New England division manager, in 
Boston. 
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Fire Equipment Manufacturers’ Association Elects New Officers 





The 1957-58 officers of the Fire Equipment Manufacturers’ Association, Inc., include (left to 
right) : president, Walter E. Morgan, Jr.; first vice-president, A. D. Symonds; second vice-presi- 
dent, Harold A. Strain; and treasurer, Paul Nurkiewicz 


Walter E. Morgan, Jr., industrial sales 
manager for Walter Kidde & Company, 
was elected president of the Fire Equip- 
ment Manufacturers’ Association at 
FEMA’s annual meeting in New York 
City on March 19. 

Other officers elected were first vice- 
president, A. D. Symonds, treasurer of 
W. D. Allen Manufacturing Company; 
second vice-president, Harold A. Strain, 
sales manager, fire protection equipment, 
American LaFrance Corporation; and 
treasurer, Paul Nurkiewicz, vice-presi- 
dent, Stop-Fire, Inc. 

In addition to elected officers, the 
Board of Directors of FEMA include: 
E. H. Hansen, president, Elkhart Brass 
Manufacturing Company, Inc.; George F. 


Engineering Firm Expands 


U. S.-Fire Protection Engineering 
Service, Inc., consulting engineering 
firm, has announced expansion of its 
services, Paul D. Smith, formerly chief 
engineer of Johnson and Higgins of 
California, has been named manager of 
its new West Coast office, located in the 
Sheldon Building, 461 Market Street, San 
Francisco. 

Additions to the Kansas City engineer- 
ing staff include Lester A. Eggleston, 
formerly of Esso Standard Oil Co.; Ben 
A. Gant, formerly of Factory Insurance 
Association, and Stanley J. LeVeque, an 
architectural engineer. 


New Washington Emergency Cot 





A new ambulance cot, manufactured 
by Washington Products Company, 238 
S. Fayette Street, Washington Court 
House, Ohio, is available for low head- 
room emergency vehicles. The Model 
21-L cot is only 6% inches high, 4% 
inches lower than any previously avail- 
able. Made of polished aluminum alloy 
tubing and castings, it features trigger- 
release side rails and adjustable back rest. 


Clark, vice-president in charge of sales, 
The General Detroit Corporation; and 
W. E. Tromanhauser, vice president and 
general sales manager, Pyrene-C-O-Two 
Division, The Fyr-Fyter Company. Han- 
son & Shea, Inc. was retained as com- 
missioner for the association. 

A feature of the annual meeting was 
the presidents’ luncheon. At this luncheon 
William Wetzel, chairman of the board 
of The Fyr-Fyter Company, outlined for 
the membership the potential market for 
portable fire extinguishers. “This potential 
market,” Mr. Wetzel pointed out, “can 
be developed through educational pro- 
grams, through sound promotion pro- 
grams, and through long-range market 
development.” 


Radio Literature Offer 


General Electric Communication Prod- 
ucts Department, Syracuse, N. Y., has 
published a new bulletin—ECR 449—on 
its new “Channel Guard” tone squelch 
device, designed to reduce interference 
problems in two-way radio systems. 


Bendix Tone Squelch Accessory 


Details of a new tone-coded squelch 
accessory for use with Bendix mobile 
radio equipment have been released by 
the Bendix Radio Division of Bendix 
Aviation Corporation. 

Trade-named “Quiet Line,” it is de- 
signed to be plugged into the control 
receptacle of the radio unit and reject 
so-called “skip” interference. Complete 
information is available from the Mobile 
Products Department, Bendix Radio, 
Baltimore 4, Md. 


Miniature Oxygen Regulator 


A miniature oxygen regulator said to 
assure greater safety, comfort and re- 
liability in a wide variety of industrial, 
public health, fire fighting and civil de- 
fense applications, is introduced by the 
Aeronautical Division of Robertshaw- 
Fulton Controls Company, Santa Ana 
Freeway at Euclid Avenue, Anaheim, 
Cal. 

The result of two years’ development 
at the company’s research laboratories, 
the regulator is compact, weighs only 142 
ounces, and measures 134 inches in diam- 

Continued on page 464 
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Electric Fire Alarm Box and/or Fire Detector 


A practical, simple and from all re- 
ports, effective radio fire alarm signal 
box system which can function also as a 
fire detection and alarm system is oper- 
ating in Westchester County, N. Y. 

The device, or devices, are said to be 
the latest developments of a radio fire 
alarm system introduced by Safer Elec- 
tronic Fire Alarm, Inc. of Edgewater, 
N. J., several years ago. 

The system, which utilizes no wires or 
cables and reportedly can be operated 
independent of any power wiring, has 
been on test for some time in the Town 
of Mamaroneck, Westchester County. 

The installation shown in the accom- 
panying photographs and diagrams has 
been operating between the Bonnie Briar 
Country Club and the fire headquarters 
of the Town of Mamaroneck Fire De- 
partment, located about one and a half 
miles distant on Weaver Street. 

As illustrated, the system consists of 


an electronic signal box and antenna, a 
self-powered transmitting station which 
automatically transmits a coded signal 
(the number of the box) when a hook is 
pulled. Using a different type of self- 
powered transmitter actuated by a built- 
in thermal detector, the system can be 
made to detect a fire, transmit a signal 
to the receiver which, in turn, activates 
the coded box signal and through it, 
sounds a bell alarm in the fire station. In 
other words, the fire alarm boxes may be 
“pulled” manually or activated automati- 
cally by various type detector systems 
already installed in existing buildings. 

At fire headquarters the electronic sig- 
nal is picked up on a simple antenna and 
received in the fire alarm office, where 
the coded box signal sets the fire depart- 
ment in motion. 

The system has been developed under 
the direction of Ambrose P. Salmini. 











2 4 miles 

















Electronic signal box installed at the Bonnie Briar Country Club in Mamaroneck sends coded 
messages one and a half miles to fire house where interpretive receiver can instantly identify 
locations of over a hundred boxes. Each box, a completely self-powered transmitting station, 
requires no alarm, phone or power wiring and will operate under disaster conditions. The 
boxes can be manually ‘‘pulled" or actuated automatically by various type detector systems 


already installed in existing buildings 





At Mamaroneck fire house, Lieutenant Louis J. Testa holds miniature self-powered trans- 
mitter which is actuated by a built-in thermal detector. The other transmitter shown is equipped 
with a different type thermal detector. Both transmitters electronically send messages to the 
small receiver shown on the table alongside the signal box 
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National Fire Museum 
in Operation 


The National Fire Museum, Inc., 29 
Richardson Avenue, Newton 58, Mass., 
is a non-profit organization incorporated 
under the laws of the State of Massa- 
chusetts. Its purpose is to preserve old- 
time fire apparatus and equipment, as 
well as perform fire prevention work. 

At present two locations are used for 
exhibition. One of the finest existing col- 
lections of fire helmets is on display at 
the Newton address. It includes helmets 
from Russia, Germany, Mexico, Luxem- 
bourg, Switzerland, Sweden, France, 
England, Monaco and other countries. 
Many of these are from important per- 
sons. In addition, old fire alarm boxes, 
badges and model horse-drawn appara- 
tus are shown. 

Old time apparatus is exhibited in a 
building at Edaville, South Carver, Mass. 
This collection includes hand-drawn and 
motor-driven steamers, pumpers and 
combination hose and chemical wagons. 
Eventually the entire collection now kept 
at the two locations will be shown at 
Edaville as space becomes available. 


Arson Plot Foiled by 
Mill Foreman 


On February 7, Raymond Brown, fore- 
man of the skeleton night shift in a Fall 
River, Mass., mill, detected the odor of 
escaping gas. Investigating the source of 
the fumes, he accidentally discovered an 
elaborate device designed to set fire to 
the plant. 

Mr. Brown was passing a singeing ma- 
chine of the Sterling Pile Fabrics Co., a 
corduroy and velveteen fabric dyeing and 
finishing concern, when he got “quite a 
whiff of gas.” The machine was fed by a 
gas line from the basement of the build- 
ing and he immediately began his investi- 
gation in that area. 

He noticed that a fitting had been re- 
moved from the 3-inch gas pipe leaving 
a wide opening from which the gas was 
escaping. He called the plant mainte- 
nance man and together they began to 
search for the missing fitting. 

About 40 feet from the open gas pipe 
they found a 2-foot high pile of oil- 
soaked rags. Pulling away the pile, they 
found an igniter made of two furnace 
electrodes of the type used for igniting 
an oil burner flame. They were attached 
to a transformer from which an electric 
cord led to an outlet some distance away. 
The bright continuous spark between the 
electrodes had already ignited the rags. 

The pair quickly called firemen who 
responded in short order and extinguished 
the incipient blaze. 

Fire Chief Francis J. McDonald said 
the obvious arson attempt was apparently 
the work of an ingenious psychopath. He 
further stated that in another 10 minutes 
sufficient gas would have accumulated to 
be exploded by the burning rags. 

The ignition device was placed near 
the door of the plant elevator shaft which 
would have provided a perfect flue for 
the flames. 
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-— FALSE ALARMS —_ 








A question in a recent officer’s exam- 
ination read: “What steps would you 
take in determining the height of a build- 
ing, using an aneroid barometer?” 

One candidate, shy on knowledge but 
long on ingenuity replied, “I would 
lower the barometer on a string and 
measure the string.” 


Daffynitions: 


A Pedestrian: A man with a wife, a 
son, a daughter and a motor car. 

Bustle: A deceitful seatful. 

Bathing beauty: Girl with a gorgeous 
profile—all the way down. 

Love: Oceans of emotions surrounded 
by expanses of expense. 

Wedding: A ceremony at which a man 
loses complete control of himself. 


Sweet Young Thing: “Have you any 
Lifebuoy?” 

Young Clerk: “How about tonight, 
baby?” 


Ode to the “Volley” 


A distant siren in the night, 
and from his bed he’ll soar. 
Strange that a man with ears so keen 
Can’t hear a baby’s roar! 
Beulah Smith 


Junior Kinkchaser never cared for 
olives so when his mother found him 
getting away with a bottle of ’em one 
day she was curious. When Senior came 
home she asked him: “How did you ever 
get that boy to eat olives?” 

“Nothing to it,” said father, “I started 
him on martinis.” 


Sniffily and oozily Mrs. Richwidow 
looked over the dogs-for-sale in a pet 
shop. 

A French poodle caught her eye; but 
she froze when told its price: $275. 

“All right, lady,” sighed the pet pro- 
prietor. “Go see a used cur dealer.” 























“That ends the life gun drill for today, men. McDevitt just potted the old man!” 
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Ain’t It the Truth! 


“Pop, how do men meet their wives?” 
“You don’t meet wives, son, they over. 
take you.” 


It’s terribly sad to see people wasting 
their money—and not be able to help 
them at it! 


The First Sergeant, a poet at heart, 
liked to use high-fallutin’ phrases in hi 
talks to his men. Sometimes his flowey 
oratory caused considerable bewilder 
ment and head-shaking. 

One day the company commande 
chanced to hear an unusually frilled-up 
set of orders. When the scholar had fin 
ished, he walked over and said, “Ser 
geant, don’t you think your language i 
a little heavy? You should use word 
that the thickest skulled man in the out 
fit can comprehend.” 

The Sergeant studied the C.O.’s face 
a moment, then asked, “Captain, what 
part didn’t you understand?” 


Pentagon Commando 


A young fellow in the naval reserve 
was telling his friends that if he was 
ever called for active duty he would like 
to be assigned as commander of an LMD, 

“What is an LMD?” asked a friend. 

The young fellow quickly replied: 
“Why, it’s a Long Mahogany Desk!” 


Old lady: “My good man, I hope yot 
realize that drinking will never get yot 
anywhere.” 

Inebriate: “Ain’t it the truth ma’am? | 
shtarted home from this corner fi’ times 
a ready.” 


This Modern Age 


“Daddy, why can’t I go out and play 
baseball and go swimming and fishing 
like the rest of the kids?” 

“Shut up and deal!” 


Two of the Johnny-come-latelies were 
boasting about their abilities to hear an¢ 
see. One said: 

“Do you see that house over there on 
the horizon?” 

“Sure.” 

“Can you see that fly walking around 
on the roof?” 

“Naw, but I can hear the shingle 
crack when he steps on ’em.” 


What Goes Up— 


Examiner to student first-aider, “Wha 
is the first thing you would do if yal 
were at the scene of a wreck between a 
explosive transport and a fuel truck, a 
the driver of the transport was blow# 
into the air by the explosion that ensued? 

Student: “I'd wait for him to con® 
down.” 
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Easy to use Stream Selector. You set your stream, 
30°, 60°, 90°, or straight stream before you turn on 
the water. Especially valuable in ladder pipe operation. 
You see exactly what you’re doing at all angles .. . be- 
cause Stream Selector is visible for 360°. 






® Polished Brass or Chrome Plated Brass. 
® VERSATILE—Use on ladder pipes, deluge sets, deck 






pipes and monitors. IZES 

® Solid fog or non-feathering, long-range straight stream. 

e “O” ring seals for easy adjustment and years of Soo SG 2 P. M. 
trouble-free service. ; 

® ROCKER LUG—Easy positive attachment. 700 G.P. M. 


Style No. 1245-X 


1000 G.P.M. 


Style No. 1247 


AKRON BRASS oe 
Style No. 1247-X 
2500 G.P.M. 


FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT Sirle No, 1248 
AKRON BRASS MFG, CO., INC. » WOOSTER, OHIO 
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Church Data Rings More Bells 


Congratulations on that timely and 
forceful editorial in the February issue 
of Frre ENGINEERING “A Calamity and a 
Disgrace.” 

Our Department is now planning to 
conduct “get acquainted” inspections of 
all local churches with the entire person- 
nel of the Fire Department participating 
(“in service” operation), not only with 
an eye for “fire breeding” conditions, but 
also to familiarize ourselves with the loca- 


tion of hidden spaces; the best way to 
ventilate; the paths fire might follow if 
ignition occurred at certain locations; 
how to protect from water damage instal- 
lations such as pipe organs, electronic 
chimes, etc.; the layout of air condition- 
ing ducts and the location of the units; 
the type of heating system used and its 
possible hazards. 

This editorial is just one of many ar- 
ticles appearing in Fire ENGINEERING 
that we have found priceless to us, not 
only as an inspiration and a wonderful 
source of material for fire prevention 
talks, but also as training guides. Such 
articles as “Fire Department Ladder” 
series, “Fire Service Rescue” series, and 
the “Salvage” series, have been invalu- 


able to us. The photographs appearing 
with these articles make excellent visual 
aids. 

With “know how” obtained by read- 
ing and discussing the “Arson Investiga- 
tion” series (1953), we were able to rec- 
ognize and preserve evidence that led to 
the identification and arrest of a person 
who had set the county court house on 
fire. When confronted with this evidence 
the culprit confessed. 

We even make use of the pictures in 
the advertisements in our training .. . 
when such pictures show “cut-aways” of 
pumps, valves, nozzles, hose, etc.; and 
the description of these “for sale” articles 
gives us a basis for comparison of dif- 
ferent brands as to which one will suit 
our needs best. 








ESTABLISHED 1908 








Write Today For This NEW Catalog 


Specify your title on your request. 


Serving Honestly and Faithfully for 
More than 49 Years 


W. S. DARLEY & Co. 


CHICAGO 12, ILLINOIS 
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Expecting a “whale of a lot” more in- 
formation from FirE ENGINEERING, I re- 
main. 

D. A. Meek, Jr. 
Fire Chief 
West Point, Miss. 


Bouquets 


To the Editor: 

I would like to express my sincere 
thanks to you and your staff for the 
splendid job you do for the fire services 
of the nation. We in the Fair Lawn Fire 
Department have read your magazine 
for years and find it just wonderful in 
every respect.” 

Jean A. Spenla 
Capt. Fair Lawn Fire Co. No. 1 
Fair Lawn, N. J. 


Thanks, Captain and to turn the com- 
pliment, Fair Lawn Fire Co. No. 1 is do- 
ing a pretty outstanding job of it, too. 
Your use of radio, in particular is to be 
commended.—Editor 





| To the Editor: 


_. Fire EncINEERING has been quite 4 
bit of help to us in improving some of 
our present methods, and also in initiat- 
ing some new ideas as well.” 

| Tom Oliver, President 

Burlingame Fire Department, 

Burlingame, Kansas 


Bizarre Blast Burns Youth 


Kenneth Erickson, 12, of Clifton, N. J.. 
recently was playing with matches un- 
derneath a highway culvert. Rocco Ros- 
sania of Irvington, N. J. halted his coal 
truck overhead because of a leak in the 
gasoline tank. 

The gasoline flowed into the curvert, 
| caught fire and exploded. Rossania 
| learned of the boy’s presence when he 
| heard a scream. He pulled Kenneth out 
of the culvert and a passing motorist 
took the boy to St. Mary’s Hospital ia 
Passaic. 

The youth suffered severe burns as 4 
result of the forbidden game and a bi- 
zarre coincidence. 
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FROM WEED CONTROL TO POLICE PATROL, 
FOR CONTAMINATION OR DISASTER WORK— 


e More towns and cities 
depend on 

Johnson Sea-Horses 
than on any other 
outboard motor 

























Barge right into contamination 
problems—with a Johnson 
powering the barge! 








New for '57—“sweetest-running Johnsons ever” 


There are two new power classes in our ’57 line— 
with five load-loving Johnsons now delivering 

18 or 35 hp. Nine new motors in all, each now 
equipped with a drive pin saving slip-clutch. And 
each protected against salt water corrosion, so 

no flushing is necessary. 





FOR '57! A WIDE 
AND WONDERFUL CHOICE! 


Golden Javelin*..... 35 hp. .$625 


Johnson leadership in commercial outboard sales mei = ceeds 2 =e Po 
and use stems from one fact . . . Johnson Sea-Horse 18%... 18 hp... 475 
314 Sea-Horse 18....... 18 hp.. 395 
dependability. Hour after hour, year after year, pg ga a 


Sea-Horse 7%..... 7% hp.. 260 
Sea-Horse 5%..... 5% hp.. 230 
Sea-Horse 3........ 3hp.. 155 


Sea-Horses deliver the goods—at all speeds and 
under all conditions of load. See your Johnson 
dealer now. He’s listed in the Yellow Pages. “ 

12-volf electric starting (new 
quick-charging 10-ampere genera- 
tor with automatic voltage regula- 
tor available as accessory on first 
two models). Prices f.0.b. factory, 
subject to change. OBC certified 
brake hp at 4000 rpm (18s and 

35s at 4500) 


FREE! 1957 Sea-Horse catalog, write: Johnson Motors, 
212 Pershing Rd., Waukegan, Ill. (Div. of Outboard Marine Corp. 
In Canada: manufactured by Johnson Motors, Peterborough, Ont.) 











A million Sea-Horse owners will tell you JOHNSON KNOWS BEST 
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THE FOLLOWING LIST includes fires 
of $10,000 and over in the United States 
and Canada for the period from March 
19th to April 24th. 


Huntsville, 
stroyed. 
El Dorado, Ark.—Crude oil processing unit of 


Ala.—Lawriston Apartments de- 


American Oil Co. refinery destroyed, Ex- 
plosion. 

Glendale, Calif.—Webb’s Department Store 
damaged. 


Glendale, Calif.—East wing, Magnolia St. Ele- 
mentary School destroyed. 
Los Angeles, Calif. — Colonial 


stroyed. 


Ballroom de- 


¢ to! 
yer 
THE COMPLETE, FULL-SIZE 
RESUSCITATOR-INHALATOR 
plus POWER ASPIRATOR 
in a kit SO SMALL, 
SO LIGHT, 
SO EASY TO CARRY, 
USE OR STORE, 
(and SO LOW IN COST) 


you can now provide this vital protection wherever there is a need! 


ead EB 


eMe 


Los Angeles, Calif.—Metal shed at American 
Reinforced Plastics Co. destroyed and adjoin- 
ing D & D Brokerage Co. damaged. 

North Hollywood, Calif.—Glidden Paint Co. 
plant damaged; lumber and three trailer 
trucks destroyed. 

Oakland, Calif—Campe’s Pet Shop and Garden 
Supply Store and apartment dwelling at Holly 
Street, damaged. Children smoking. 

Pasadena, Calif.—Crown City Rug Cleaners 
plant destroyed; A. C. Riddle & Son Cleaning 
and Dyeing Plant, damaged. 

Piedmont, Calif.—Dwelling of Mrs. Stella Kurk- 
jian damaged. 

Riverdale, Calif.—Brown Feed and Seed Co. 
destroyed. 

Sacramento, 
damaged. 

San Francisco, Calif.—Sperry & Hutchinson Co. 
warehouse damaged. 


Calif.—Capitol City Apartments 


Sonora, Calif.—Cliff House resort restaurant 
destroyed. 

Meriden, Conn.—Howard Johnson Restaurant 
damaged. 





RGIKIT 


IDEAL to equip individual fire trucks or Chief's cars 
with basic equipment for smoke suffocation or other 
resuscitation treatment in absence of Rescue Units. 


IDEAL to easily carry up ladders or scaling hooks to 


trapped victims. 


IDEAL to supply minimum-budget Departments or 
Volunteer Squads with essential rescue equipment 


of topmost quality. 


SINGLE CYLINDER CARRIED IN KIT 
FOR ALL PRIMARY TREATMENT 


SECOND CYLINDER (or more) or LARGE TANK 
CONNECTOR attaches in moments without in- 


a 
1 






Es) 
wERGIKIT 









terrupting operation if prolonged treatment is 


required. 


First Name in Resuscitators 
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Secondary cylinder in detachable yoke 


FOR FULL INFORMATION FAST — WRITE, WIRE OR PHONE 


E & J MANUFACTURING COMPANY 








Naugatuck, Conn.—Naugatuck Civil Defense 
headquarters, barn and garage destroyed, 
Frankford, Del.—Hi-Pro Associates, feather 

processing plant, destroyed. 

Atlanta, Ga.—aAtlanta Stockyards, occupied by 
Ragsdale-McClure Commission Sales Co, 
damaged. 

Atlanta, Ga.—Carolina Lumber & Supply Co, 
damaged. 

Canton, Ill.—Canton Wholesale Co., produce 
warehouse destroyed. 

Chicago, Ill—Building occupied by Wen Prod. 
ucts Co. and Wesco Electric Co., both manu- 
facturers of electrical products, and Cutter 
Laboratories, pharmaceutical firm, destroyed. 

Chicago, Ill—City Hall Building damaged. 

Delavan, Ill_—Farmers Co-Operative grain ele. 
vator destroyed. 

Peoria, Ill.—Seventh Day Adventist Church de. 
stroyed. 

Muncie, Ind.—Frozen food locker plant of H. 
T. Forrest & Son damaged. 

Noblesville, Ind.—Two buildings housing Moose 
Lodge rooms, Monty’s Furniture Mart, Sports- 
men’s Store, tavern, Noblesville Electric 
Hatchery and apartments, damaged. 

Winamac, Ind.—Winimac Steel Products Co, 
factory damaged. 

Centerville, Iowa—lIowa Southern Utilities Co, 
destroyed, Explosion. 

Council Bluffs, Iowa—Building housing Brown 
Shoe Fit Co. destroyed; adjacent Barnes 
Beauty Salon and Edwards Cafe, damaged. 

Des Moines, Iowa—Lincoln High School annex 
building destroyed. 

Newton, Iowa—Four buildings of Vernon Co., 
advertising novelty manufacturers, destroyed. 

Stanhope, Iowa—Building housing Hove Truck 
Lines garage and office and office of Stanhope 
Shipping Association, destroyed. 

Hazard, Ky.—School destroyed. Boys. 

Paducah, Ky.—Local branch of Whayne Supply 
Co. damaged. 

Topsham, Me.—Three stables at Topsham Fair- 
grounds and six horses destroyed. 

Sykesville, Md.—Sykesville High School de- 
stroyed. 

Boston, Mass.—Warehouse, and stock of Federal 
Liquors, Ltd., damaged. 

North Attleboro, Mass.—Dairy barn and 65 
head of cattle at Springhill Farm destroyed. 
Caro, Mich.—Caro Hardware, Sheridan Dress 
Shop, Anderson’s Appliance Store and apart- 

ment, destroyed. 

Flint, Mich.—Apartment dwelling at 3477 S. 
Vasas Road destroyed. 5 

Flint, Mich.—Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad 
warehouse, partly leased to National Car- 
loading Corp., damaged. 

Grand Rapids, Mich.—Industrial building hous- 
ing American Lumber Manufacturing Co, and 
Reynolds Manufacturing Co., damaged. 

Jackson, Mich.—Knickerbocker Co., fork-lift 
manufacturing plant, destroyed. 

Lansing, Mich.—W. T. Grant Co. store build- 
ing damaged. Arson. 

Columbus, Miss.— Whitfield Auditorium at 

4 Mississippi State College for Women dam- 
aged. 

Excelsior Springs, Mo.—Building housing Ex- 
celsior Bowling alley, Montgomery & Ward 
Co. store, automobile parts store and apart- 
ments, damaged. 

Billings, Mont.—Southside furniture warehouse 
damaged. 

Billings, Mont.—Business building owned by 
Herman Luse damaged. 

Butte, Mont.—Dutch Girl Bakery destroyed. 

Helena, Mont.—Capital Lane Bowling Club 
building destroyed. 

Kalispell, Mont.—Kalispell County building de- 
stroyed. 

Elko, Nev.—Stockman’s Hotel, garage, night 
clubs, drug store and restaurants destroyed. 
Lisbon, N. H.—Lumber yard buildings of Lis- 
bon Building Materials, Inc., and State high- 
way department garage destroyed; adjoining 

Lisbon Furniture, Inc., factory, damaged. 

Atlantic City, N. J.—Building housing television 
warehouse, offices and apartments, damaged. 

Atlantic City, N. J.—Apartment building at 
Pennsylvania and Atlantic Avenues damaged. 

Hawthorne, N. J.—Building housing Wilross 
Products Co., rubber manufacturers, three 
garages and adjoining upholstery shop, dam- 
aged. 

Jersey City, N. J.—Warehouse owned by Storch 
Trucking Co. damaged. 

Jersey City, N. J.—Paper warehouse of J. Lee 
Cooks Warehouse Corp., damaged. 

Long Branch, N. J.—Arcade owned by A. Rug- 
gerio and G. Pollio damaged. 
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Mount Freedom, N. J.—Annex building of Pine 
Hill Lodge destroyed. 

Paramus, N. J.——Rex TV Appliances and Riki 
of California clothing stores destroyed; 
Famous Brands children’s apparel store dam- 
aged. 

Perth Amboy, N. J.—Fluorescent Sales Co. 
and adjacent Acme Food Market with apart- 
ments, destroyed. 

Pompton Lakes, N. J.—Bulletin Printing Co. 
damaged. 

South Amboy, N. J.—‘‘Old Seaboard” terra 
cotta plant, unoccupied, destroyed. 

Spring Lake Heights, N. J.—Beau Rivage 
Restaurant damaged. 

Summit, N. J.—Watchung Riding Stables dam- 
aged, 

Buffalo, N. Y.—Tonawanda Roofing & Paint 
Co., Inc., and lumber shed of Knoll Manu- 
facturing Co., destroyed. Burglars. 

Buffalo, N. Y.—Building housing Stransky’s, Inc. 
Hardware Store damaged. 

Derby, N. Y.—Lake Shore Playhouse, barn con- 
verted into summer theater, destroyed. 

East Williston, L. I., N. Y.—Northside School 
heavily damaged. 

Highland Hills, N. Y.—Mess hall, dormitory 
and two-story building at Unser’s Camp de- 
stroyed. 

Madison, N. Y.—Automobile and farm machin- 
ery showroom, operated by Grove Hinman and 
Methodist Church parsonage, damaged, 

Marilla, N. Y.—Barn and 35 head of cattle de- 
stroyed. 

Penn Yan, N. Y.—Seventy-eight-year-old First 
Presbyterian Church destroyed. 

Syracuse, N. Y.—McDowell Lumber Co. build- 
ing damaged. Arson. 

Henderson, N. C.—No. 10 warehouse of Stand- 
ard Bonded Warehouse Co. destroyed. 

Walstonburg, N. C.—J & H Milling Co. de- 
stroyed. 

Akron, Ohio—Farmers Exchange Market and 
Mike Parker’s meat market, damaged. De- 
fective wiring. 

Cleveland, Ohio—Vacant building, owned by 
Brush Electronics Division of Clevite Corp. 
damaged, 


Cleveland, Ohio— Superior Funeral Supply 
Corp. warehouse destroyed. 
Cleveland, Ohio—Embassy Apartments dam- 


aged, 

Fletcher, Ohio—Russell’s grain elevator dam- 
aged. Lightning. 

Lima, Ohio—Kalb Building housing Creviston 
Hardware Co., Gertrude Findlay Gift Shop 
and apartments, damaged. 

Middletown, Ohio—Raymond Bag Co.’s waste 
building damaged. 

Painesville, Ohio—Century-old building housing 
chapel and dormitory at Lake Erie College 
destroyed; adjoining wing housing administra- 
tion offices, classrooms and dormitories, dam- 
aged. 

Poland, Ohio—Interior of Memorial Methodist 
Church damaged. Short circuit in electric 
organ. 

Vermilion, Ohio—Moats Acres Hotel destroyed. 

Enid, Okla,—Richardson Pontiac-Cadillac Co. 
damaged, 

Portland, Ore.—Kern Park Floral Co. destroyed. 
Oil furnace. 

The Dalles, Oreg.—Langdon’s Night Club de- 
stroyed. Short circuit. 

Mildred, Pa.—St. Francis of Assissi Roman 
Catholic Church building and rectory de- 
stroyed. Defective wiring. 

Mt. Vernon, Pa.—Shapiro Furniture Store, two 
adjoining buildings and Bell Telephone Co. 
equipment damaged. 

Scranton, Pa.—Old Forge Gymnasium School 
damaged. 

South Waverly, Pa.—Keystone Inn, restaurant 
and dance hall, destroyed. 

Upper Darby, Pa.—First Federal Savings and 
Loan Association of Upper Darby damaged. 

Charleston, §. C.—Two buildings at Cogburg 
Dairy destroyed. 

Folly Beach, S. C.—Joe’s Restaurant destroyed; 
nearby amusement pavillion and KoKomo 
Lounge and Ocean Front Hotel, damaged. 

Castlewood, S, Dak.—Farmers Grain & Produce 
Co., grain elevator, destroyed. 

Dallas, Tex.—Anderson Furniture Co. building 
damaged. ' 

Elgin, Tex.—Building housing department store, 
drug store and United Gas Co. offices, de- 
stroyed. 

Houston, Tex.—New education wing of Bering 
—, Methodist Church badly damaged. 

rson,. 
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@ 16’ - 20’ - 24’ - 28’ lengths. Telescope to 4/2’. 

@ Non-Conductive — tested to 100 KV per foot. 
New! The fiberglass Extendo Saf-T-Pole permits rapid, 
® ‘safe handling of emergency fallen wires. Light 


weight, compact, easy to store and use, a Saf-T-Pole should be 
standard equipment on every fire and rescue vehicle. 

@ Fiberglass is non-conductive. High dielectric properties make 
it safe for personnel handling wires. 


@ Light weight. Telescopes to full length (16’ - 20’ - 24’ - 28’) 
easily. Sections lock securely for push-pull operation. 


® Bronze push-pull head for wire handling. Interchangeable 
with universal tool head for other line work. 


@ The Saf-T-Pole is also an excellent ice-rescue tool. Strong and 
sturdy, the fiberglass is double reinforced at joints for extra 
rugged use. 


ORDER your §af-]-Pole 
TO: Orchard Industries, Inc., Dept. FE-1, Hastings, Michigan 
Gentlemen: 
Rush me a fiberglass Extendo Saf-T-Pole. 


(J 16’ Extendo Saf-T-Pole @ $40.00 [_] 24’ Extendo Saf-T-Pole @ $64.50 
C] 20’ Extendo Saf-T-Pole @ $52.00 [] 28’ Extendo Saf-T-Pole @ $78.50 





Company or Fire Department. 


City. State 





By Position 
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NOW... Handle Fallen Wires Safely, 
Quickly, with an EXTENDO Saf-T-Pole 
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for on the spot treatment of burns. 


safe - immediate relief! 


HEXATHRICIN 


Lincoln 


automatic €erospra 
will help SAVE a life! 


Healing is 287% faster. 








sores. 





You will find HEXATHRICIN Aerospra par- 
ticularly valuable in emergency and routine 
treatment of burns of all natures and all degrees 
of severity. It may be used with exposure or 
closed or pressure dressings. 


Specific for all fungus and bacterial infec- 
tions of the skin—poison ivy, poison oak, and 
indolent ulcers such as varicose ulcers and bed 





For literature write— 


Professional Service Dept., 


Lincoln Laboratories, Inc. 


Box 1139, Decatur, Illinois 














Write for 
Bulletin 6600-F 







WEIGHS ONLY 110 LBS 
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mone EFFECTIVE PROTECTION 


CITY - RURAL - FOREST 


MODEL 6600 PUMPER—instantly Seif-Priming—-No weit. 
ing when seconds count 

HIGH PRESSURE—Use one or two hard-hitting streams or 
fire-bianketi 


ing fog-spray 
LIGHT WHGHT—Eesily carried to source of water or fire area 
NEOPRENE IMPELLERS—Pump dirty water as well as 
clean water—assure long life 



















POWER—Efficient 4-cycle, air-cooled 5 HP engine known up 
and serviced world-wide TO 
BY-PASS VALVE, SPRING LOADED Pian A 


GREASE CUP, NO LOSS OF PRIME, 
PLUS MANY OTHER FEATURES 


MARINE PRODUCTS COMPANY 


515 LYCASTE AVENUE «+ DETROIT 14, MICHIGAN 











South Norfolk, Va.—F. S. Royster Guano Co., 
fertilizer plant, damaged. 
Cle Elum, Wash.—Reed Hotel, Dinner Be!! 
Cafe and A & B Sports Shop destroyed. 
Kennewick, Wash.—Bunch-Finnegan Hardware 
Store destroyed. 

Seattle, Wash.—Gateway Super Market dam- 
aged. Explosion. 

Spokane, Wash.—Old Corral Tavern destroyed. 

Walla Walla, Wash.—Garland Coyle Oldsmo- 
bile Co. damaged. 

Wenatchee, Wash.—NMiller’s Department Store 
damaged. 

Vancouver, B. C.—Waterfront Hotel destroyed. 

Victoria, B. C.—Historic Government House de- 
stroyed. Explosion in coal bin. 

Winnipeg, Man.—Provincial Government’s his- 
toric Revenue Building destroyed. 

Toronto, Ont.—Warehouse containing rubber 
tires, damaged. 
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CD Helmets Flammable? 


We've heard about Civil Defense sub- 
standard hose, fire apparatus and other 
things, but from Nassau County, N. Y., 
comes a new one. It’s the first time we’ve 
heard about combustible CD helmets! 
We quote it just as we received it: 

“Organizations purchasing helmets un- 
der the Matching Funds Program are 
cautioned to insure that such helmets 
meet the requirements of FCDA Manual 
M6-1; Item: Specifications CD VIII-50. 

“Nassau Department of Public Works 
recently submitted a helmet to a flamma- 
bility test, with the following results: 

“The plastic material from which the 
helmet was made was easily ignited. 
Once the material was ignited, it con- 
tinued to burn without further applica- 
tion of flame. As it burned, the material 
melted and dropped off, with each drop- 
let continuing to burn. As it hit a cold 
surface the material again solidified, 
much like sealing wax.” 

—Nassau County News Letter 


Take to the Hills! 


The seismic wave which fanned down 
the Pacific on March 9 following the 
earthquake in the Aleutians had northern 
California coastal communities consider- 
ably alarmed. That alarm increased as 
about 10:30 a.m., four hours after the 
Aleutians had been shaken, the State 
Civil Defense headquarters at Sacra- 
mento issued an “emergency warning” to 
all coastal sheriffs and police chiefs that 
a tidal wave would hit California shores 
at noon. 

The sheriff and CD authorities at 
Crescent City ordered an immediate 
evacuation of that community—and the 
panic spread. “Take to the hills,” the 
sheriff warned, and townsfolk fled in 
every kind of vehicle. Result was a mon- 
umental jam at the junction of U. S. 
Highways 101 and 199. 

What would have happened had it 
been necessary to transport fire fighters 
over these routes at the time is anybody’s 
guess. Press reports said the reaction in 
other coastal towns was the opposite 
from that at Crescent City. Authorities 
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10 Co., ‘ : 7 ; 
edad in Arcadia, Eureka, San Francisco, Santa 


+ Bell §— Cruz, and Monterey had difficulty dis- 


ed. suading residents from crowding onto 

rdware B the beaches to witness the coming of the 
dam- | reported tidal wave. 

Radio and TV stations contributed 

a their bit by interrupting regular programs 


for bulletins on the situation. Rear 
Store Admiral A. G. Cook, chief of San Fran- 
cisco’s Disaster Corps, set up temporary 


me. headquarters in the Hall of Justice. 
Newspapers, fire and police departments 
’s his- § received frantic calls such as “I’m down- 


town; should I hurry home?” . . . “Could 
I go to higher ground?” and so on. 
Thousands of San Franciscans sped by 
car to the city’s Ocean Beach, where 
police sound cars blared forth warnings, 
and mounted patrolmen patrolled the 
beach. Admiral Cook grumbled, “Spec- 
tators are something we can do without!” 
Noon came and went and no tidal | ; ‘ 
wave appeared. At 1:00 p.m., Admiral], + 
Cook went to lunch. So did the sensible | ; 
spectators. Just a bit more evidence of 
sub- what might happen on a bigger scale if 


rubber 





other there’s ever an enemy attack. 
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note! From the World News Ticker 

: Another B-47 jet bomber crashed and 

; un- burned on April 5 at Lincoln Air Force | ¥” 
are Base, Lincoln, Neb., but fortunately its|~ 

mets four-man crew escaped injury. Another 

nual $2% million up the creek. . . . In Choshi, 

[-50. Japan, a fire department lookout saw an 

orks ominous glow in the eastern suburbs and 

ma- shouted “Fire!”—or its Japanese equiva- 

S: lent. Three fire engines sped to the sub- 


the urbs. They found only the full Japanese 


ted. isi he horizon... . Th ( 
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con- Liberian tanker 
lica- afire eight miles west of the Hook of 
rial Holland following a collision with the YOU ORDER FOR SUMMER 
-. pg erga —— met In oo Once you have seen and handled the amazing new HI-LIGHT metal badge, 
CO Alta., five young children died in their ’ 
fed, beds Maui $9 abet Gee snneliied thal you'll want no other for your summer wear. 
little one-room log cabin. ... It is dis- Think of it — a badge that’s two thirds lighter than your regular badge, in 
tter closed that the world’s largest tanker, fact it’s so light you hardly know you're wearing it. In spite of its feather 


the “Universe Leader,” 85,000 tons dead- . : ; if ‘. 
weight, was menaced by a fire that in- light weight, your HI-LIGHT metal badge is durable and it’s made with 


volved the oil docks at Santos, Brazil. the same high quality deep cut precision die work and gleaming. finish 
The blaze which started in an oil-soaked that has made BLACKINTON badges famous. 


wn , , b P 
fe ee ee eee Sen Se ASK YOUR EQUIPMENT SUPPLIER ABOUT THE MANY POLICE AND 


docks. The tanker was towed away in the 












a = < —~ is iy ahd rgpirer sien FIRE BADGE STYLES THAT ARE NOW AVAILABLE IN THE NEW 

r- urned at Ouyen, miles northeast o i 

as Melbourne, Australia, on April 6, five i ; 
the children, the eldest only three years old, 

tate perished. The mother of two of the chil- 

Ta dren was in a hospital being visited by C ; T Ni 

a her husband. The parents of the others 

ha were away visiting friends. . . . When 

res lightning struck 2 fireworks warehouse V.H. BLACKINTON & CO., INC., ATTLEBORO FALLS, MASS. 

in Villa Gramacho, suburb of Rio de Ja- 

3 : ee 4, the explosion left five per- r ee 8 I —E>E—— ee ------- ak a“ 

ate sons dead and more than 400 injured. 

the . . . Revised reports of the fire thet de-| | Please send me your free and complete information on BLACKINTON | 

the stroyed a four-story block of tenements badges. | 
in in Kowloon, Hong Kong, China, set the | 

on- dead at 51 with seven still unaccounted | os do cau nca poco ninco cheontewahgyoa de akibvieapaNadis tiepbeddnes cotnebeprhyed ceses sas ienes dues shegreve) ve | 
S. for. . . . Explosion of an ammunition I 255 Bo BE ae chs sidiscn a soar baceuaholplas pen mnaian vege Mnsanee Oo pateasnenboasreg sony -sedees 
it ae et — South Viet Nam, | CON en ep Sits sega cnn savosy So canines cat ote =| A Sai a eS cate ne ae ANE Re EEN 

Oe showered shrapnel over a wide area of : 

ers homes. No pre. ape Ae Gale vedi”... | (1 I would like to know more about the new HI-LIGHT metal badges. | 

ly’s Nine workers were killed and two injured V. H. BLACKINTON & CO., INC. 120 Commonwealth Avenue 

in critically in an explosion in the Gabor-| | Attleb Falls, Massachusetts | 

ite Aron foundry at Fuezoe, northwestern| | eee een | 

les Hungary. pe — oe owl 
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Connecticut Fire Officers Conference 


The Third Annual Fire Officers Con- 
ference conducted by the Connecticut 
State Department of Education and the 
Connecticut State Fire Chiefs Associa- 
tion, was held March 28-30, at the Uni- 
versity of Connecticut, Storrs, with over 
100 in attendance. Cooperating were the 
Fire Department Drillmasters Associa- 
tion, the Fire Marshals Association and 
the State Office of Civil Defense. 

The three-day program directed by 
Roy W. Adams, director, Vocational 
Training Field Service, Department of 
Education, was high-pointed with panels 
and discussion periods. 


“Fire Department Administration” was 
the subject of the first panel which in- 
cluded John Walsh, assistant to the city 
manager of Hartford; Chiefs E, S, Jen- 
nings, Bridgeport Fire Department and 
Morrison Ennis, Mortlake Fire Depart- 
ment, Brooklyn, Conn. Chief Howard 
Reynolds, president of the State Fire 
Chiefs Association was moderator. 

Hubert A. Walker, manager, Motor 
Fire Apparatus Sales Engineering, Amer- 
ican LaFrance Corporation, closed the 
morning session with a discussion on 
“Fire Apparatus Maintenance.” 

Captain Frank Sweeney, New Haven, 





























Ves, the way to boost 
firefighter efficiency 
and cut down fatigue 
is to specify Dragon 
Fire Pumps > 





SOvagen FIRE PUMPS 


now available in 2 models 
No. 150-S —Stainless Steel Tank 


No. 150-G — Galvanized Tank: Cold-rolled 
steel, hot-dipped galvanized after fabrication. 


All units equipped with brass pumps; all tanks 


seam welded. Capacity 5 gallons 


DRAGON FIRE PUMPS meet Under- 
writers’ Laboratories requirements and can be 
supplied with the UL label of inspection attached. 
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Here's a break 
for hard-working firemen! 


Dragon® Fire Pumps are designed with the 
fireman in mind... 

1. They come completely assembled in a 
special carton. Just lift out the pump... fill 
with water... go into action! 

2. The special Dragon harness is easy to 
get into and designed so the pump rides 
high where it can't throw the fireman off 
balance or interfere with walking. 

3. Just.a few easy strokes of the pump 
lever gives the operator a continuous flow 
of water he can direct right where it does 
the mast good. And a mere twist of the 
shut-off nozzle gives either solid stream 
or spray instantly. 

4. When he is using a Dragon Fire Pump, 
the fireman can take his hands off both 
shut-off nozzle and pump lever to use rake, 
shovel, or other tool. 

5. There’s no pump packing to dry out: 
even after standing idle for long periods, 
a Dragon Fire 
Pump is ready 
for instant use. 


VALUABLE 
DISTRIBUTOR- 
SHIPS 
AVAILABLE, 
WRITE 
TODAY. 


PARCO 
PRODUCTS 
COMPANY 


PENNSBURG, 
PENNSYLVANIA 





Group of fire chiefs attending Fire Officers 
Conference at the University of Connecticut 
look over a demonstration unit of electronic 
traffic signal control 

Connecticut Daily Campus photo 


president of the Drillmasters Association, 
moderated the afternoon session, which 
included a talk on “Fire Department 
History” by Warren Y. Kimball, editor 
of “Firemen,” and a panel on fire depart- 
ment problems. Roi B. Woolley, editor 
of Fire ENGINEERING, lead the discus- 
sions; participants included Chiefs John 
O’Loughlin, West Hartford; M. Ennis, 
Mortlake, and Lewis Marshall, Provi- 
dence, R. I. 

On Thursday evening the annual ban- 
quet of the State Fire Chiefs was held 
in the French Civic and Social Club, 
Willimantic, with Assistant Chief Albert 
Martin of Willimantic as toastmaster. 
Guests were welcomed by Mayor Flori- 
mond J. Bergeron and Fire Chief Leo 
Rivard. Speaker for the evening was 
Robert W. Shutte, NFPA public relations 
head. 

“The State Fire Code” was the Friday 
morning opening subject. It was moder- 


ated by Marshal Harry Hinkleman, East 


Hartford, president, Fire Marshals Asso- 
ciation, and included Lieutenant James 
Reardon, State Fire Marshal’s Office, and 
Chiefs L. A. Hutchinson, Simsbury; Leno 
Viscovi, U. S. Navy Submarine Base, 
New London, discussed “Hazards in 
Transportation and Storage of Explo- 
sives.” He was followed by Lieutenant 
Robert M. Newbolt, USA, Missile Officer, 
1lth AAA Battalion, Manchester, Conn., 
whose topic was the Nike missile. A 
panel on communications completed the 
morning. Chief Thomas Collins, New 
Haven, led this group which included 
Robert Allen, Gamewell Company; John 
Tracy, Southern New England Tele- 
phone Company; James Craig, Allen B. 
Du Mont Laboratories, Inc.; and Allen 
Miller, Municipal Supply Company, 
Bridgeport. The latter demonstrated elec- 
tronic control of traffic signals from fire 
apparatus. 

Most of the afternoon was devoted to 
Civil Defense with Chief Thurston 
Howard, vice president, Connecticut Fire 
Chiefs Association, as moderator. Speak- 
ers included Captain Leo Mulcahy, 
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RING 


Director of Connecticut Civil Defense; 
Captain William Kirby, State CD Fire 
Coordinator; Captain Leslie W. Williams, 
State Police; Lawrence Mahar, U. S. 
Weather Bureau; Battalion Chief Howard 
Paine, New Haven, and Frank Soracco, 
Safety Services Officer, Region 1, FCDA. 
Safety Engineer Stanley Young, Hartford 
Electric Light Company, followed with a 
talk on electric hazards, after which 
Chief William Johnson, West Haven, re- 
viewed the conference. 

On Saturday, the members witnessed 
a demonstration program at the Eastern 
Connecticut Fire Training School, Wil- 
limantic, under the direction of Assistant 
Chief Albert Martin. Hose laying, relay 
pumping, use of collapsible tanks, rescue 
practices and electrical hazards were 
covered in the evolutions. 


AMONG THE BUFFS 


By Paul C. Ditzel 





BALTIMORE FIRE BUFFS are popping 
their buttons over the chance they got 
recently to show off their lads in action. 
Seems that the International Fire Buffs 
Associates were holding their mid-winter 
board meeting in Baltimore when a sec- 
ond alarm was received from Box 347 
at Calvert and Eager Streets. 

Fortunately all of the business of the 
meeting had just been completed, else 
the visiting buffs and members of the 
host Box 414 Association probably would 
have forgotten the respense. 

The alarm, first sounded at 1:36 p.m., 
was for a blaze in the second and third 
floors of a dwelling at 930 North Calvert 
Street. It went into a two-bagger at 
1:44 p.m., and the buffs were off and 
running in a swirl of spinning coat hang- 
ers. 

The fire trapped a mother and four 
children on the third floor of the in- 
volved structure and Baltimore firemen 
turned in as neat a job of rescue work as 
has been seen in recent years. 

Joe Hallett of Box 358, Norwell, Mas- 
sachusetts, intrepid editor of the annual 
“Visiting Fireman,” reports that his vol- 
ume is about to appear—and probably 
will be in the hands of those of you who 
ordered it ahead of time—by the time 
this reaches print. 

Joe sneak previews the 1957 edition 
by saying the book will contain an ar- 
ticle about Box 13 Associates of Cincin- 
nati, hosts to this year’s IFBA Conven- 
tion. Too, there will be features about 
apparatus and manpower of three fire 
departments; articles for fire philatelists, 
apparatus modelers, photographers and 
rescue squad members. Other features 
include an unusual steamer rig, a veteran 
firemen’s association, and a list of many 
fire publications (and to this we say 
“amen” judging from the number of 
queries we get on this). 

We seriously doubt, however, whether 
Joe will sell a single copy of his epic in 
La Paz, Bolivia. Life with our ever-ener- 
getic press agents discloses that La Paz, 
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carbon dioxide 
EXTINGUISHERS 


with squeeze grip valve 


INSURE 
INSTANT, 
DEPENDABLE 
PROTECTION! 


Reach. for a Buffalo Carbon Dioxide extin- 
guisher, you‘re sure of instant, sure-fire action! 
Each extinguisher is designed to give rugged, 
dep :ndabie service and maximum protection 
against all hazardous flammable liquid and 
electrical fires. Operation is extremely simple 
... just point the horn as close to the base of 
the flames as possible, pull the lock pin and 
squeeze ...instantly a clean, odorless, inert 
carbon dioxide gas is expelled under pressure 
and snuffs out the flames in seconds! 

Buffalo Carbon Dioxide extinguishers are 
available in 242, 5, 10, 15, 20, 50, 75 & 100 Ib 
models, and bear Underwriters’ Laboratories, 
Factory Mutual and Coast Guard approval. 


Buffalo squeeze grip valve with open 
lock, standard on all hand portable 
carbon dioxide models. 


Buffalo's special squeeze grip valve insures 
instant operation, no lost time or carbon diox- 
ide. They are positively leak-proof and are 
equipped with a safety disc and recoil pre- 
ventors for added safety. 


BUFFALO FIRE APPLIANCE ‘ 


CORPORATION 
DAYTON 1, OHIO 
ESTABLISHED 1895 


ORDER. BUFFALO 
FIRE PROTECTION FROM YOUR 
INDUSTRIAL DISTRIBUTOR TODAY! 


he’s listed in the yellow pages F : a zs 


(ee ERED em ERNE eR ee meme em meres — 





the right extinguisher for every 
fire hazard . .. plus a complete 
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{FIONEERE 
' EMERGENCY | 
' ELECTRIC | 
_— |: 
¥ 


Unit on Skid 


WHEN and WHERE 
YOU NEED IT! 


@ You get electric power you 
can depend upon in emergencies 
when you put Pioneer Gasoline 
Driven Generating Plants into 
action. Whether it’s for flood- 
lighting, radio, pumps, blowers 
or rescue apparatus, you can be 
sure of the power you need at 
the spot you need it. 


Pioneer Generators are light 
weight and so easy to handle on 
the job. These units are com- 
pactly designed to take up very 
little space and are ruggedly 
constructed to take the wear and 
tear of hard usage. Models 
BHA-20L, 2300 Watts, and 
WHA-25L, 2800 Watts, are skid 
mounted as above. , 


GET MORE FACTS in the new coto- 
log which tells the complete story 
on 250 to 3600 watt units for Fire 
Department use. 


HPSS S ese Setanta 


f 
' PIONEER Gen-E-Motor Corp. 











i 
g 5832 West Dickens Ave., Chicago’ 89, Illinois § 
i é 
1 Gentlemen: 5 
t Please send me your latest catalog ; 
a on Pioneer Portable Generators. i 
‘ 

t 
é Name aia 
: i 
ff Address eer i 
i i 
: City Zone a 
' i) 
2eaeueneeeoaeeunends | 
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at 12,000 feet above sea level doesn’t 
need a fire department—or so the news 


release reports. 
Panagra (Pan American-Grace Air- 
ways) reports that, “since fire needs oxy- 


gen—and there just isn’t enough in the | 


impossible to get a big roaring blaze 
going.” 


| atmosphere at that altitude—it’s almost | 


Subsequent to the receipt of the Chica- 


go Fire Department’s annual report, 
which as I mentioned was excellent, came 
one from the Los Angeles Fire Depart- 
ment which also ranks with the best. In 
contrast to the CFD report, the LAFD 
relies heavily upon photographs to tell 
its story—and a mighty fine job results. 
The “shocker” photo on the front cover 


is enough to make the most lackadaisical | 


taxpayer sit up and take notice of the | 
unexcelled work being done by Los An- 


geles firemen. 
Speaking of photos reminds me of the 


batch of color postcards and writeup I | 


received on Ken Robinson of 966 Main 
Street, Peekskill, N. Y. His super-de- 


| tailed models are about the largest I’ve | 





ever seen and according to the feature 
story in the Peekskill Evening Star, he’s 
got a fleet of 26. 

Ken is an especially active buff, No 
Rip Van Winkle, Ken also monitors fire 
calls, has a Dalmatian, gives out postal 
cards of Peekskill fire engines and be- 
longs to seven area fire companies. Br’er 
Robinson, a florist by trade, got into the 
hobby by way of his father and an uncle 
who had been firemen. Ken’s collection of 
models is kept in his Main Street florist 
shop. 

Lots of news out of Dallas where the 
Dallas Emergency Corps has been busy. 
Editors William J. Wheless Jr., Carl Q. 
Jones and George Boone put out a “Spe- 
cial Edition” of the group’s “This Month” 
shortly after the tornado struck the city 
with disastrous effect. The five-page edi- 
tion chronicles a few of the many inci- 
dents encountered by the corps when it 
was mobilized. 

Here is just one excerpt from this 
amazing report: 

“Members Young and P. Jones were 
on the scene in the 1600 block of Records 
Crossing Road within five minutes after 
the tornado passed through that area. 


Yonng, just off work some three miles | 


from the area, was escorted Code 3 by a 
Dallas County Sheriff Patrol Car to the 
scene. 


“Young states that the first person he | 


saw had a leg torn off. He rendered first 
aid to this injured man. He and Jones, 
one on each side of the street, adminis- 
tered first aid to many victims some 15 
minutes before the first ambulance arrived 
at this area... .” 


Less exciting, but just as much an ex- | 


ample of the fine work being done by this 
organization, is told in an earlier report. 
Seems that several corps members helped 
the fire department over a month’s period 
when Fire Alarm Box 831 at Van Buren 
and Tenth Streets became a habitual ma- 
licious false alarm box. Moreover, nearby 
Boxes 828 and 817 were also pulled on 
different nights or on the same night 
along with 831. 

Several corps members staked out in 





" GROPES! ~~ 
GRABS! ~~ 
CUTS! 


IN SMOKE 
AND DARKNESS! 


No Wonder the 



















with SEARCH HOOK 

—is Ist Choice of 
Most Fire 
Departments! 


Yes — the groping hook of 
the famous PORTER FIRE- 
MAN'S CUTTER guides 
smoke-hidden "live" wires into 
the center cut cutting jaws, 
when time can mean lives and 
property saved. Other great 
features include hot-molded, 
special semi-hard rubber (Co- 
hardite) insulation for handles, 
giving tough resistance to 
oxidation and chemicals, and 
high dielectric strength. Each 
tool factory tested to 20,000 
volts. Two sizes — 5/16" and 
¥,"" wire capacities. 
OTHER PORTER 
FIREFIGHTER TOOLS 


“FORCIBLE ENTRY” 


HEAVY DUTY CUTTERS 
) Here is a rugged hard metal cutter 
that fire departments -_ upon 
for cutting their way through tough 
barriers, like padlocks, steel grilles 
and other heavy metals, Hard 
tempered, center cut, round-cut- 
ting-edge jaws make these "'for- 
cible entries" pe Cutting capac- 
ities up to 


LINKMASTER 


—tTire Chain Repair Tool 

Cuts time of chain repairs to a 
minimum. Opens and closes links in 
seconds, with powerful alloy steel, 
drop-forged, heat-treated jaws. No 
lugging chains to workbench — just 
spread on floor, and work standin 
up. Handles links up to 13/32’ 


diam. 
HAVE YOU ‘'DISCOVERED'' ws 
PORTER POLE PRUNER -— for EM 
GENCY CUTTING OF WIRES AND TREE 
BRANCHES. 
When you write for literature on the PORTER 
FIREMAN'S CUTTER and other tools shown 
per. us to send data on the PORTER 
RJ3 — FOOT POLE PRUNER, which is 
andr ang the firefighter's preferred tool for 
— -to-reach, emergency wire and tree limb 
cutting. 






















y 
r write u 


H. kK. PORTER, 


Somerville 43, Mass. 


Inc. 
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the area together with fire investigators 
and Corpsman Wayne Cupples even set 
up a delivery truck near the location to 
attempt to catch the perpetrators in the 
act. A young man was subsequently ap- 
prehended and proved to be the wanted 
suspect. 

Little else to report from around this 
watch desk right now. See by the papers 
today that George (Smoky) Bass of the 
Vernon Fire Department, an intrepid buff 
of national repute, ended up in the hospi- 
tal after taking a smoke beating in a 





clothing shop blaze. Ironically, the alarm | 
was outside Vernon and Smoky’s com- | 


pany responded on mutual aid, Under- 
stand he’s on the mend, however. 

Keep the reports rolling to 4234 Don 
Diablo Drive, Los Angeles 8. [JC] 


Disposable Diaper Hazard 


The New Jersey Department of Insti- | 


tutions and Agencies recently experi- 
enced a patient fatality at one of the 
state-operated welfare institutions. Sub- 
sequent investigation of the unfortunate 
incident disclosed that incontinent pads 
(disposable diapers ) which are supplied to 
hospitals, nursing homes, welfare homes, 
etc., for use on patients are extremely 
flammable. The pads are composed of a 
waxed paper with a high bulk wadding 
paper filler and non-woven fabric facing. 

In the incident, a patient had been left 
unattended while smoking and in posses- 
sion of matches. Evidence indicates that 
a match was dropped on the incontinent 
pad which immediately ignited, and in 
turn, set fire to the patients’ pajamas, 
blanket and wheel chair in which the 
patient was seated. Death occurred the 
next day from the effects of severe burns. 

Tests revealed that a lighted match, 
dropped on a pad, would instantaneously 
ignite the material. A flash fire would 
result creating flames from 1 to 1% feet 
in height and the pad would be con- 
sumed in less than 28 seconds. 

Howard R. Hutchinson, fire marshal 
and safety director of the state agency, 
immediately informed the manufacturer 
of the pad of his findings. After similar 
tests, the manufacturer agreed with the 
results and directed that research be 
undertaken immediately to make the 
pads fire resistant. 


Vamps Fear Integration 


Westchester County, N. Y., Volunteer 
Firemen’s Association at its April 14 
quarterly meeting unanimously con- 
demned a proposed State bill which 
would create the office of Commissioner 
of Safety in certain towns, giving him 
full power over police and fire services. 

The 150 delegates, representing 160 
of the 162 fire units in the County, felt 
the bill would be the opening wedge for 
the integration of both services and an 
unanimous vote urged Governor Harri- 
man to veto the measure. 

The full weight of the New York State 
Firemen’s Association and the Hudson 
Valley Firemen’s Association, as well as 
all County organizations, is being sought 
to have Mr. Harriman exercise his veto. 
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HIGH QUALITY, DEPENDABILITY, 
and DURABILITY, are outstanding 


! features of the 
“PRANSHRALLER” 


TRANSISTORIZED MEGAPHONE 











Municipal and industrial fire departments will instantly recognize the tremendous 
value of the transistor-powered TRANSHAILER for its light-weight, low battery 
drain and powerful performance. Fully portable, convenient, one-hand operation are 
ideal for true voice reproduction’ under high noise conditions. High efficiency tran- 
sistors give by far the greatest audio power and longest battery life for any unit of 
this kind for a minimum of distortion. The magnetic reluctance microphone and the 
entire unit is sealed for moisture resistance. 


ee 


POWER OUTPUT..............::::ccceeeees Maximum 31 Watts 
GATIORY GIFE........-.c0s00.sc.0c0i Up to 20,000 ten-second 
operations and up to six- 

months battery life undér 

normal usage from standard 

1¥ volt flashlight batteries. 

NINN fo 86s cate Be ccnagericasjnedes Length 15% in. 
Weight 5 Ibs. 

(with batteries) 


Literature on Request 
Distributors welcome! 


PYE CORPORATION OF AMERICA 





Telecommunications Division 
1149 Raritan Ave., Highland Park, N. J. 
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Starts throwing 
water in less 
than 30 

seconds! 


GORMAN-RUPP 
DUAL 
FIRE FIGHTER 


Fast action is urgent, when fire 

strikes. And when the water source is hard 
to reach, there’s nothing more useful 

to carry on your truck than a Gorman-Rupp 
Dual Fire Fighter. 

In a bare half-minute, water starts flowing 
through the lines. It can supply water to 
the truck pumper sufficient to operate two 
¥-inch nozzles at 100 pounds, or pump 
directly to the fire. 

Gorman-Rupp Fire Fighter Pumps are 
backed by a positive plain-language guarantee. 
Ask your distributor for Bulletin 9-FD-11 
or write direct. 


Model 612A-23FB 
Model 6201 FF 
Model 6301 FF 





TRULY PORTABLE. All models come 
equipped with carrying handles 
for two-man carry. Weight varies 
from 160 to 166 Ibs. Picture shows 
handles in carrying position. 


50 GPM @ 110 Ibs. 
100 GPM @ 80 lbs. 
210 GPM@ 40 Ibs. 


The Gorman-Rupp Company 


305 BOWMAN ST. ¢« MANSFIELD, OHIO 


\, for clear sailing ! 
= deal with Halprin’s 


LEADING BRANDS, 


LARGEST Stock, LOWEST Price 
SEND FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 


HALPRIN SUPPLY CO. 

















1355 South Flower St., Los Angeles 15, Calif. 
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FIRE COLLEGES 





Alabama State Fire College—June 3-7, Univer- 
sity of Alabama, University. Director, M. O. 
Hulsey, Assistant Supervisor, Public Service 
Training, T & I Education, P. O. Box 1813, 
University, Ala. 

Arizona State Fire Training School—Oct. 17-19, 
Phoenix. Director, Battalion Chief Jake Siken, 
Fire Fighting Instruction Supervisor, 49 South 
First Street, Phoenix, Ariz. 

Arson and Fire Investigation Institute—June 
8-7, sponsored jointly by the Spokane Fire De- 
partment and Gonzaga University, to be held 
in Dillon Hall, Gonzaga University Spokane, 
Wash. For further information write to Office 
of the Dean. 

California Fire Investigation and Arson Seminar, 
June 10-14—University of California Los An- 
geles. Director, Thomas S, Ward, Supervisor 
of Fire Training, State Department of Educa- 
tion, 721 Capitol Avenue, Sacramento, Calif. 

Colorado Fire School—June 19-22, Loveland 
Colo. Director, A. L. Becker, 2224 S. Stuart 
Avenue, Denver 2, Colo. 

Florida State Fire School, May 21-23—Lique- 
fied Petrol Gas Conf , June 17-21— 
Fire Pump Maintenance Course, Aug. 5-9— 
Arson Investigation and Detection Seminar, 
Sept. 9-18—Units 101, Tools, Forcible Entry, 
Breathing Apparatus; 107, Arson Detection; 
208; Fire Department Administration. Sept. 
16-20, Units 102, Hose and Ladders; 106, 
Fire Inspection; 204, Fire Fighting Tactics. 
Sept. 23-27, Units 103, Rescue, Ventilation, 
Salvage and Overhaul; 105, Fire Apparatus 
and Pumps; 206, Fire Prevention and Pro- 
tection, Sept. 30-Oct. 4—Units 104, Fire 
Streams; 201, Instructor Training; 202, Com- 
pany Officer Training. Director, W. H. Bar- 
nett, P. O. Box 785, Ocala, Fla. 

Idaho State Fire School—Aug. 15-17, Boise, 
Ida. Director, Chief Steve Taylor, Fire Head- 
quarters, Boise, Ida. 

Illinois State Fire College—June 10-18, Univer- 
sity of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana. Director, 
Robert K. Newton, 116D Illini Hall, Cham- 
paign, Ill. 

Indiana Fire Department Instructors Conference 
—June 11-12, Indianapolis Drill School, In- 
dianapolis. Indiana State Fire School—Sept. 
10-18, Purdue University, Lafayette. Direc- 
tor, Professor Shelby Gallien, Public Safety 
Institute, Purdue University, West Lafayette, 
Ind. 

Iowa State Fire School—June 18-21, Iowa State 
College, Ames. Director, Keith Royer, Super- 
visor Firemanship Training, 110 Marston 
Hall, Iowa State College, Ames, Ia. 

Kansas State Fire School—October (tentative), 

University of Kansas, Lawrence. Director, 

Clyde A. Babb, 111 Fraser Hall, University 

of Kansas, Lawrence, Kans. 

Kentucky Fire School—June 4-6, University of 
Kentucky, Lexington, Ky. Director, John L. 

: Thompson, Assistant Manager, Kentucky In- 
spection Bureau, 940 Starks Building, Louis- 
ville 2, Ky. 

Louisiana Arson and Fire Prevention Conference 
—July 9-11, Montaleone Hotel, New Orleans, 
La. For information contact, John E. Coon, 
State Fire Marshal, New Orleans 16, La. 

Maryland Fire College, Pump Operators School 
May 24-25, Waterous; May 3l-June 1, 
American LaFrance; June 7-8, Seagrave; 
June 14-15, American Marsh, Fire Service 
Hydraulics Short Course—June 27-29. Annual 
Short Course for Firemen—Sept. 3-6. For in- 
formation, contact Robert C. Byrus, Director, 
Fire Service Extension, College of Engineer- 
_ University of Maryland, College Park, 

Michigan State Fire College—June 25-28, Uni- 
versity of Michigan, Ann Arbor. Director, 
Francis Hartman, Supervisor, Firemanship 
Training, 4524 Administration Building, Ann 
Arbor, Mich. 

Mississippi State Fire School— June 24-28, 
Mississippi State College, Starksville. Direc- 
tor, J. I. Fetters, Administrative Assistant, 
University of Missouri, Room 101 Building 
T-11, Columbia, Mo. 

Missouri Fire Conference—July 26-28, Univer- 
sity of Missouri, Columbia. Director, J. I. 
Fetters, Administrative Assistant, University 
of Missouri, Room 101, Building T-11, Co- 
lumbia, Mo. 
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Montana State Firemen’s School—Aug. 21-24, 
Polson. Director, Chief Clayten Brown, Fire 





x 1813, Headquarters, Polson, Mont. 
Morris County Fire School—June 4, Parsippany- 
. 17-19, Troy Hills District No. 6 Headquarters; July 
e Siken, 2, Rockaway Boro Fire Department Head- 
9 South quarters, Rockaway, N, J.; Aug. 6, Brookside 
Fire Headquarters, Mendham Township, N.J.; 
e—June Sept. 8, Cedar Knolls Fire Headquarters, 
‘ire De- Cedar Knolls, N. J. For information, contact 
be held Robert H. Wright, Publicity Chairman, Long 
pokane, Hill Lane, Chatham, N. J. 
o Office New Jersey State Fire College. Fall outdoor 
a. training sessions—Sept. 12-15 (tentative), Sea 
eeerws Girt. Director, Deputy Chief (ret.) John P. 
40s An- Weeks, 804 Quackenbush Boulevard, Sea 
pervisor Girt, N. J. 
Educa- New Mexico Fire Marshals Fire Protection Con- 
» Calif. ference—Aug. 21-23, Roswell; Aug. 25-27, 
oveland Las Vegas. Director, John B. Woodall, Deputy 
Stuart Fire Marshall, P. O. Box $11, Santa Fe, 
Li N. M. 
at New York State Fire Instructors Conference— 
5-9— May 20-24, eo For ame: a ‘ . 
* tact Michael H. Prendergast, Director, New : . 
fo’ York State Division of Safety, 17 Elk Street, ope such emergencies with the bs 
it Albany 7, N. Y. ew Seeler Universal Resuscitator 
ection; 5 . , 
- Sept. Northeastern Pennsylvania Volunteer Firemen’s 
: 106, Federation Fire School—June 8-9, Dalton, 


‘acting Pa. For information, contact James H. Oakey, 
latio % Fire School Director, Dickson City, Pa. 

aeaiing Ohio State Fire prance lig: vg awe 
1 Fro I tor, Dr. Harvey Walker, Department of Polit THE GLOBE SEELER UNIVERSAL RESUSCITATOR 


Fi 
Pr sony cal Science, Ohio State University, Columbus. 





. Bar- pions gs hia igh enor Jw _f Fire 
revention, State Fire Marshal’s ce, Wyan- 
Bois: reanpivania Stic Fie School Apr. 29-Oct, 4 DESIGNED WITH THE PATIENT AND 


three seven-week cycles of fire fighter train- 
ing. AEC Course in Atomic Energy Fire Haz- 


niver- * 

ae Sd deekeer Gulamsat hg €00. O0- YOU THE OPERATOR IN MIND 
cership and Instructors Finishing Course— Br hace 

Aug. 12-16, all at Penrsylvania Fire School, 





































rence 
hog ico aun aaa Ge | (rhe resuscitator was designed for the best possible treatment for the non- 
Jirec- South Dakota State Fire School—June 3-7, breathing patient . . . SELECTIVITY It is possible to operate with positive 
mend gor oie — ee ee and negative or intermittent positive pressure. Both pressures are adjustable. 
ette, « oluntee: i - P ‘ 
; ciation, Box 423, Pierre, S. D. SAFETY Three separate safety valves protect the patient from any excessive 
State Suffolk County Fire Chiefs’ Council Annual/ pressure. 
— a Sateen 1g gg ed This resuscitator was designed with the operator in mind. LIGHTWEIGHT 
information, contact Ernest G. Wilcox, P. O.| By using aluminum and stronger but lighter alloy steel Globe has reduced the 
—_ m. vm eras tena: ne i om overall weight of this full size resuscitator to thirty pounds. SIMPLICITY 
aera nessee e Fire Service School—aAug. j- : $ by $ : $ bf 
srsity 28, Middle Tennessee State College, Murf- Turn on cylinder valve, apply facepiece, artificial respiration begins. 

: reesboro. Director, Homer S, Elkins, Fireman- This resuscitator was designed with your budget in mind. ECONOMY As 
? hip Instructor, T & I Division, State Board) much as an hour’s use from a single cylinder by using the air dilution valve. 

. ional Education, 215 Chestnut Street, <. e ; ¥ RA 
/In- Chattanooga, Tenn. PRICE All the advantages of resuscitation, inhalation and aspiration at a sur- 
DuIs- Texas Firemen’s State Training School—July prisingly low cost. 
igs wing Me A & M College, College Sta- : a ‘ 

tion. Director, Henry D. Smith, Chief Fire- H 
ans, tion. ‘Director, Henry D. Smith, Chief Fire-/ First Major Advancement in Resuscitators in 20 years 3 
oon, Service, A & M College, College Station, Available at Fyr-Fyter dealers 
Tex. RR Oe eS A ANE RG > A Re 

~ Virginia Firemen’s School—June 24-28, Wil- Si scm ina: 
oan liamsburg. For information, contact Robert # ; ( Please arrange a demonstration [] Please send literature 
vi , B. Smith, Assistant Marshal, Williamsburg 
a: Fire Department, Williamsburg, Va. 
a. Virginia State Fire School—Sept. 9-18, No. 9 Name 
sea Station, Thole Street, Norfolk. Director, R. 
ca Lawrence Oliver, Supervisor-Instructor, Fire Street . 
ne Service Training, P. O. Box 654, Harrison- 

i burg, Va. City State 
Ini- Washington Annual State Firemen’s School— F-m 
hoe, July 11-12, Spokane. Director, J. R. Cook, 
hip State Firemen’s Association, 200 Fifteenth 
ex Avenue, Seattle 2, Wash. { 

West Virginia State Fire School—July 22-26, . 
28, West Virginia University, Morgantown. Direc- H Send for yor 
mk tor, R. E, Hanna, Jr., Department of Exten- (oF et =) = Hf free 
nt, sion of Industrial Science, School of Mines, 5 
ing — Virginia University, Morgantown, W. i copy today! 
a. 

er- Western Pennsylvania Firemen’s Training Insti- 
a tute—Aug. 19-23, State Teachers College, . sh . 
ity California, Pa. For information, contact James We have just published a new brochure on the Seeler Resuscitator 
‘o- Silbaugh, Secretary, Fire School Committee, 





Uniontown, Pa. MEDICAL AND HOSPITAL DIV., GLOBE INDUSTRIES INC., 125 SUNRISE PLACE, DAYTON 7, OHIO 
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RESEARCH... 


Research is the systematic application of knowledge gained 
through experience and experiment to the betterment of existing 
products and the creation of new products. 


At Hale a research group works steadily to improve Hale Fire 
Pumps in 3 ways: 


1. To make them more efficient. 
2. To find new ways of using them. 
3. To give the user more value for his dollar. 


Every Hale Fire Pump is the result of constant laboratory and 
field research, resulting in constqnt improvement. 


Write today for 
NEW REVISED Bulletin #334 on the 
H A L f QLHD and QL75HD Series. 


FIRE PUMPS 
are built in all be A L FE 
a: ocak FIRE PUMP CO. 


CAPACITIES 
CONSHOHOCKEN, PA. 




















—| Fairbanks-Morse Portable Generators 
for dependable emergency service 


F-M’s most popular portable generating set is the P36 series. 
Available in 600, 1000, 1500, 2000 and 2500 watt capacities. Pro- 
vides AC 120 volt power for lights, tools, etc. The 2500 watt unit 
weighs only 138 lb. Most popular mobile unit is the 3KA-2H—a 
3500 watt generator supplying 115 or 230 volt AC power. 

For complete information, write Fairbanks, Morse & Co., Dept. 
FE-5, Chicago 5, Ill. 


FAIRBANKS-MORSE 


a name worth remembering when you want the BEST 





GENERATING SETS » WATER SYSTEMS «+ MOWERS + MAGNETOS «+ 
PUMPS +» MOTORS « SCALES + DIESEL LOCOMOTIVES AND ENGINES 
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Coming Events 





May 20-24—National Fire Protection Associa. 
tion. Annual meeting, Los Angeles, Cal. Gen. 
eral Manager, Percy Bugbee, National Fire 
Protection Association, 60 Batterymarch 
Street, Boston 10, Mass. 

June 3-5—Eastern A iation of Fire Chiefs, 
Annual meeting, Baltimore, Md. Secretary, 
Chief Edwin J. Clark, Box 328, Wayne, Pa. 

June 6-8—Montana State Fire Chiefs Associa. 
tion. Annual meeting, Lewistown, Mont. Sec- 
retary-Treasurer, William S. Hayes, 312-1si 
Avenue North, Great Falls, Mont. 

June 13-14—Mont: State Volunteer Firemen’s 
Association. Annual meeting, East Helena, 
Mont. Secretary-Treasurer, James V, Keyes, 
Race Track, Mont. 

June 14-16—Michigan State Firemen’s Associa- 
tion. Annual convention and fire school, 
Clare, Mich. Secretary-Treasurer, Stirling 
Garrow, 816 Oak Street, Port Huron, Mich. 

June 9-12—New York State Fire Chiefs Asso- 
ciation. Annual meeting, Elmira, N. Y. Sec- 
retary, Ward A. Bohner, Fire Coordinator 
Oneida County, c/o Fire Headquarters, Utica, 
N. Y. 








June 16-19—Oregon Fire Chiefs Association 
and Rural Fire Districts Association. Joint 
conference, Coos Bay, Ore. For further in- 
formation, contact Chief Francis X. Mulvey, 
P. O. Box 218, Coos Bay, Ore. 

June 19—Northwestern Ohio Volunteer Fire- 
men’s Association. Annual meeting, Bryan, 
Ohio. Secretary, Earl Campbell, Box 164, 
Napoleon, Ohio. 

June 19-21—Colorado State Firemen’s Associa- 
tion. Fortieth Anniversary, Convention, Tour- 
nament and Fire School, Loveland, Colo. 
Secretary, Arthur J. Becker, 2224 South 
Stuart Street, Denver 19, Colo. 

June 19-22—Arizona State Firemen’s Associa- 
tion. Annual meeting, Prescott, Ariz. For in- 
formation, contact’ Chief Jack Custer, Fire 
Headquarters, Prescott, Ariz. 

June 20-22—Hudson Valley Volunteer Fire- 
men’s Association. Annual meeting, Beacon, 
N. Y. For information, contact Ervin Stehr, 
Chairman, House Committee, 17 Van Ness 
Road, Beacon, N. Y. 

June 21-22—Iowa Association of Fire Fighters. 
Annual meeting, Council Bluffs, Iowa. For in- 
formation, contact D. A. Baxley, Convention 
Co-Chairman, Fire Station No. 2, Council 
Bluffs, Ia. 

June 23-26—New England Association of Fire 
Chiefs. Annual meeting, Wentworth-by-the- 
Sea, Portsmouth, N. H. Secretary-Treasurer, 
John W. O’Hearn, 206 Mt. Auburn Street, 

* Watertown 72, Mass. 

June 27-29—International Fire Buff Associates, 
Inc. Annual meeting, Cincinnati, Ohio. For 
information, write Robert Wren, 3430 Say- 
brook Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

July 8-9 — Southeastern Association of Fire 
Chiefs and Tennessee State Firemen’s Asso- 
ciation. Joint meeting, Nashville, Tenn. Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, Southeastern Association, 
Chief G. A. Mitchell, Fire Headquarters, 
Opelika, Ala. 

July 13—Suffolk County Volunteer Firemen’s 
Association. Annual parade and drill, Bo- 
hemia, N. Y. For information, contact Allen 
Behounek, Smithtown Avenue, Bohemia, 
a 

July 15-17—Michigan State Fire Chiefs Associ- 
ation. Annual meeting, Holland, Mich. Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, Harry L. Ridout, Chief of Fire 
Department, Muskegon Heights, Mich. 

July 16-19-—Pacific Coast Inter-Mountain Asso- 
ciation of Fire Chiefs. Annual meeting, Port- 
land, Ore. Secretary-Treasurer, Jay W. Stev- 
ens, 1014 Merchants Exchange Building, San 
Francisco 4, Cal. 

July 27—International Firemen’s Day. Annual 
meeting, Gananoque, Ont., Canada. Secretary, 
= F, Hampton, Gananoque, Ont., Can- 
ada. 

Aug. 17-24—Macomb County Firemen’s Asso- 
ciation. Annual regional fire school, Mount 
Clemens, Mich, For information contact Fire 
Marshal Walter O. Jacobs, St. Claire Shores 
Fire Department, St. Clair Shores, Mich. 


FIRE ENGINEERING 





Coming Events = | BEST SOLUTION TO YOUR 
HOSE STORAGE PROBLEMS 





Aug. 18-23—Firemen’s Association of the State 





a of New York. Annual meeting, Elmira, N. Y. ae : } 
al Fire For information contact the headquarters of 9 a : 
ymarch the Association, Hotel Martinique, Broadway +h 

at 32nd Street, New York 1, N. Y. 
Chiefs, 9 5¢Pt: 8—Great Lakes Association of Fire Chiefs. 


Annual meeting in conjunction with Inter- 
a national Association of Fire Chiefs, New 
vas be Orleans, La. Secretary, Elmer Stough, 605 
a Fourth Street, Lorain, Ohio. 


hey Sept. 8—Southwestern Association of Fire 
ie Chiefs. Annual meeting in conjunction with 

. International Association of Fire Chiefs, New 
7 Orleans, La. Secretary-Treasurer, Dr. B. J. 
ielena, Barrodale, 275 Gabasse Street, Houma, La. 


Keyes, B cept. 8-12—lInternational Association of Fire 
Chiefs. Annual meeting, New Orleans, La. 


socia- Secretary-Manager, B. Richter Townsend, 
school, Suite 1806, 232 Madison Avenue, New York 
Stirling 16, N. Y. 
Mich. B Sept, 12-14—West Virginia State Firemen’s 
} Asso- Association, Annual meeting, McMechen, W. 
tr. Sec- Va. For information contact Edgar Gallagher, 
dinator Convention Chairman, McMechen Volunteer 
Utica, Fire Department, McMechen, W. Va. 
Sept. 12-14—Westchester County Volunteer 
ciation Firemen’s Association. Annual meeting, 
. Joint Briarcliff Manor, N. Y. For information, con- 
1er in- tact John R. Bailey, Secretary, Box 1, Bald- 
fulvey, win Place, N. Y. 
Sept. 13-14—Jefferson County Volunteer Fire- 
| Fire- men’s Association. Annual convention and 
Bryan, tournament, Alexandria Bay, N. Y. Secretary, er 
: 164, Lewis Z. Horr, Great Bend, N, Y. Photo Courtesy Wichita Fire Station No. 1 


Sept. 14—Jamestown Fire Department Associa- 
tion, Annual fire prevention parade. For in- BUILD YOUR OWN RACKS WITH LOK-TITE BRACKETS 
Toure formation, contact Martin Hagstrom, Parade 
; Secretary, Jamestown Fire Department, SIMPLE INSTALLATION EASY ADJUSTMENT BIG LOAD SUPPORT 


ssocia- 














































oo Jamestown, N. Y. All fire departments are 
invited to participate in this parade which 
. is the kick-off to the fire prevention program. ees Gills . 
ssocia- Sept. 16-19—Canadian Association of Fire tt 2x6 stringers ( 
oe Chiefs. Annual meeting, Kentville, N. S. Sec- bolt to the —_. e Ilo 
JF a. retary, Chief Allan H. Clark, Fire Headquar- o—— 1%” pipe bracket el 
5 ters, Lakefield, Ont. 
Fire- Sept. "16-19 — International Municipal Signal supports | LOK-TITE | 
eacon, Association, Annual meeting, Miami Beach, BRACKET Pipe and 
Stehr, Fla. Secretary, Irvin Shulsinger, 120 West BRACKETS bolts to pipe ; : 
| Ness 42nd Street, New York 36, N. Y. support at pay ge 
Sept. 22-26—California State Firemen’s Asso- Floor eau tadahe berating 
ghters. ciation, Inc. Annual meeting, San Mateo, Cal. Flange . rackets slip 
‘or in- . or information, contact E, L. Albrecht, Sr., 
ention ecretary-Treasurer, 755-17th Street, San 
ouncil Bernardino, Cal. > . stu. ale 
si Oct. 81-Nov. S-—Sateonationsl Rests eal Piet Protect your hose with ample ventilation. Pro- 
ire id Society. Annual meeting, Sheraton-Ten i i i 
soa Re, dle ee eee Gee vide quick, easy access for use and inspection. 
surer, ff Max L. Spray, 101 North Alfred Street, Alex- Promote good housekeeping and make the 
Street andria, Va. j 
most of your storage space, by planning and 
ciates, = building your own racks — from new or used 
; oe N = —— pipe and lumber, and handy, sturdy, fully 
c ath Settles adjustable Lok-Tite brackets. 
Fire ras uit . ‘ P 
ies Lightweight, high-strength alumi- é 
a: A Bronx salesman, Edward Goodman, num alloy Lok-Tite brackets — de- 
aoa anes five years ago of failure to give signed for easy installation. 
’ § the right-of-way to fire apparatus, insti- 65 
men’s § tuted a suit for $100,000 damages against . $355 F028, wicnita 
ie = the City of New York. Rather than allow Z 
oe the case to be tried during the April 


1957 term in Bronx Supreme Court, the 
ssoci- [City settled the suit out of court for : 
ecre- § $59,000. The settlement covers injuries 


MANUFACTURING COMPANY 




































Fire Breceived by the salesman, his wife and FO 3-5691 
son, 
~ At the original trial in 1952 the City NV-Vi tam ee) 0] 20) \\Mnnel ey 4 { 157 NORTH WACO STREET ° WICHITA, KANSAS 
— contended that the salesman should have ee pe ee ee ee 7 
, stopped when he heard the signals of 
anual | 2° apparatus, Mr. Goodman countered Please ship brackets via cong 
that the truck i - i 
etary, ruck was traveling at an exces ADDRESS. 
Can- § sive rate of speed inasmuch as it was Capen: 0 feign ae 
‘ii not going to a fire but was returning to 0 We enclose check 
; [its station. He was found guilty and given 
fount y ~gihits ERED 
Fire a suspended sentence. The damage suit C) Charge to our account _ ” name and title 
hosis was then filed by Mr. Goodman. 
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overhauling the firemanic news of the day 








Smog Forbids Hollywood Fires! 


In making “City of Flames” for an 
upcoming 20th Century-Fox Hour, Pro- 
ducer Sam Marx used the famous fire 
footage from the 1938 Ty Power—Alice 
Faye movie “In Old Chicago.” 

“That fire,” he was told, “cost $2 
million and you couldn’t duplicate it now 
for five.” “Worse than that,” Marx 
pointed out, “you couldn’t even burn 
Chicago in Hollywood today—the smog 
control people wouldn’t allow it.” 

—TV Guide 


Flat Tire 


From Oakland, Calif., comes this tale 
of trouble piled on trouble—all from a 
little old flat tire. 

Seems one Edgar Ellis stopped to fix 
a flat on the Eastshore Freeway on 
March 28. If you know the Eastshore 
Freeway you can better understand wha 
hoppen. 

Another motorist stopped to offer aid 
to Edgar. And another. A fourth motorist 
hit the third, then careened across the 
dividing strip and into an oncoming car. 
The melee grew. 

Before it was over, eight private autos, 
a police car and a police motorcycle 


were involved—oh yes, and firemen, too. 
Gas from a rammed tank set two cars 
afire . . . two men were pulled from 
flaming machines. 

A patrolman, hurrying to the scene, 
skidded on a turn, was thrown, cut and 
bruised. 

After untangling the mess, 
issued two tickets . . . speeding. 


police 


Fire Extinguisher Causes Blaze 


In Ossining, N. Y., a fire extinguisher 
reversed its role and caused a blaze 
March 28 that nearly burned up an auto. 

Clinton Northrup parked his car in 
front of an Ossining service station and 
locked it, leaving two extinguishers on the 
front seat. 

Rays of the setting sun entering the 
car struck the glass top of one of the ex- 
tinguishers, which acted as a magnifying 
glass and directed a beam of heat which 
set fire to the auto cushion. 

It would have made the story still more 
of a “Ripley” if we could say that the 
busted extinguisher released fire fighting 
fluid that doused the fire, but it wasn’t 
so. Seems that by the time the glass top 
of the extinguisher had broken to release 
the extinguishing agent, fire had de- 


veloped to such degree on the seat back 
as to make the extinguisher ineffective. 

So the Ossining vamps were called, 
They had to break out the car window 
to get at the flames, which they quickly 
killed. Seat was a total loss. So was ex. 
tinguisher, we hear tell. 


Off the Tape 


When a 50-pound metal door tor 
loose from the rear baggage compartment 
of an eastbound Mohawk Airlines plan: 
on March 25, it crashed 3,000 feet onti 
the top of a volunteer fire hall in Clar. 
ence, N. Y. Luckily nobody was hurt 
The vamps’ quarters were only slightly 
damaged, and the aircraft’s passengen 
deplaned in Rochester unharmed. . . . 
Twenty schoolgirls, trapped betweer 
floors in an elevator at the Little Sisten 
of the Poor Home in Milwaukee, gave an 
impromptu concert. The girls were going 
to sing at the home March 19 and 
boarded the lift to take them to the third 
floor. Designed to carry only six people, 
however, the elevator stuck. Nothing 
daunted, the choir gave their songfest in 
the lift. Firemen freed the singing gal 
after an hour. . . . In Wenatchee, Wash, 
Fireman Marvin Strop calmly took a fire 
alarm call from an excited woman. He 
put through the alarm to the brothers for 
them to hustle to 1236 Eighth Street 
Then he recognized the address. “Hey!’ 
he exclaimed, “That’s my house!” The 
voice on the telephone had been his wife’: 
(burning grease—damage, nil)... . Just 





| (aa 


_..dare priced to include this 
important shut-off valve 


This safety device enables a man to reduce or shut 
off water pressure right at the gun, without run- 
ning back or calling to the pumper. 


However — if desired, these guns can y 
be delivered without this shut off valve, SS 


at a lower price. 
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Contact Your Dealer 


or write to us for information 


SAMUEL EASTMAN 


CoO., INC. 


CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
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Does your department use re- 
flector tape, cloth, buttons, paint 
or other reflective material in 
any manner? If so, the editors 
of Fre ENGINEERING would 
like to learn the details of its 
applications—with photographs 
or diagrams if available. Ad- 
dress Fire ENGINEERING, 305 
East 45 Street, New York 17, 
N. Y. 











when Mount Vernon, N. Y., firemen were | 


congratulating themselves on nearly four 
days without a bang on the gong, they 
got a box call from West and Primrose 
Avenues, only to find it was a phony. A 
22-year-old Hungarian refugee, only two 
days in this country, mistook the little 
red box-for a mail container. No charges 
filed. . . . William Schauble, 85, of De- 
freestville, N. Y., died of burns when an 
over-stuffed chair in which he was sitting 
—and apparently smoking—on his porch 
caught fire. There’s a moral somewhere 
in this. . . . The widows of three New 
York City firemen killed while fighting a 
four-alarm fire in an artificial flower fac- 
tory in the Bronx, April 4, 1956, unveiled 
a bronze plaque at Engine Co. 48 in 





memory of their husbands on March 30. | 


Honored were Lieutenant John F. Mol- 
loy, Firemen Edward J. Carroll and 
Frederick J. Hellauer. 


Swimming Pool a Hazard? 


A New York “News” punch-line writer | 


headed this ’un: “Swimming Pool Burns 
Board as a Fire Hazard.” This is the 
“Ripley.” 

Edward F. Murphy lives at 8 Muller 
Place, Hawthorne, Town of Mount 
Pleasant, Westchester County, N. Y. Just 
to show that all swimming pools aren’t 
in Hollywood, Mr. Murphy has a nice 
one on his property. 

What makes this pool different from 
the others is that the Mount Pleasant 
Zoning Board of Appeals has charged 
that Murphy’s pool is a fire hazard. 

Murphy and the Board are in a hassle 
—at opposite ends of the pool so t’ speak 
over the question “when is a pool a fire 


hazard?” Murphy says, “If a fire broke | 
out we could all jump from the top floor | 
of the house into the pool. What’s a | 


hazard anyway?” 

The Zoning Board says, “Your pool is 
too close to your house. In fact, your 
pool is four feet from your house line. 
Suppose our Fire Department had to put 
up ladders. How could they do it?” The 
Board says Murphy should fill in the 
pool because he never got a permit for it 
anyhow. So Murph’ received notice of 
violation of the permit regulations. 
Either fill in the pesky pool or move it, 
or apply for a permit or appeal, said the 
Board. 

Murphy’s seeking his lawyers. Mean- 
while the family has a pool, fire hazard 


or not, even if thus far they haven’t been | 


able to use it very much (too cold! ). 
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folds flatter. 
flips off faster. 


fights fire faster. 








gi-Lateral 






BECAUSE IT’S 











FIRE HOSE 
BI-LATERAL ACTUALLY DOES LOAD 25 
to 40% MORE HOSE on the PUMPER—AND 
IT ACTUALLY /S EASIER TO HANDLE... 
WHICH REALLY DOES MEAN YOU COVER 
MORE FIRE FASTER! 








Send for Bi-Lateral’s free hose record cards 
—used by hundreds of fire departments 
throughout the country ... they'll prove to 
you that Bi-Lateral lasts longer . . . costs 
less in the long run. 








gi-Lateral 


FIRE HOSE COMPANY 


20 N. Wacker Drive * Chicago 6, Illinois 
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coming soon... 
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More comprehensive than the pre- 
vious edition ... shows new products, 
new techniques, new technical charts 
and diagrams ... and includes the 
exclusive Sound Planning Chart, in- 
genious aid for planning efficient 
sound installations. Only 75¢ 


Typical sound installations, and many others. 


return the coupon now... . 


t Desk H-11 University Loudspeakers, Inc. 
80 So. Kensico Ave., White Plains, N. Y. 














i I am enclosing 75c. Please reserve my copy 
i of the new 96 page University Technilog. 
§ Name 

J Street 

i City. Zone___ State. 

4 Occupation, 









NEW EDITION 
UNIVERSITY 
~~ -TECHNILOG 


ON LOUDSPEAKERS 


THIS INVALUABLE 96 PAGE REFER- 
ENCE BOOK WILL SAVE TIME AND 
MONEY PLANNING SOUND SYSTEMS. 


TWELVE AUTHORITATIVE CHAPTERS COVER: 
Wide angle horns vs. directional horns, How to 
best use radial trumpets, High fidelity in P.A. 
applications, How to select drivers properly, 
Methods of overload protection, Series vs. paral- 
lel impedance operation, Power ratings vs. effi- 
ciency, Coping with reverberation, How to handle 
matching transformers, Constant voltage distri- 
bution systems, Controlling loudspeaker volume, 


PLEASE NOTE: Demand for the previous Tech- 
nilog was so great that many orders couldn’t be 
filled. To be sure you get your copy, fill in and 


r= MAIL TODAY ==4 





short cuts and gadgets + 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Coffee Kit for Auburn, N. Y., Firemen 





| The compact coffee kit can be set up on the running board or rear step of fire apparatu 
and is designed in such a manner that firemen may serve themselves without removing th: 
thermos jugs from the box. Presenting the kit to Chief Luke J. Bergan are (left) Charles R 
| Adams and Edgar H. Backus, Jr., Hartford claims representative, while City Manager Georg: 
H. Train and Karl A. Adams (right) look on 


On a cold winter evening in Auburn, The thermos jugs are fibre glass insu: 
N. Y., Karl A. Adams, an insurance agent, lated and have unbreakable aluminun 
was a spectator at a “worker” in that city. liners. The sugar container is a wide 
Being a buff at heart, he noted firemen mouth thermos jug which can also be 
handicapped by heavy gloves, grappling used for liquids. The creamer is actually 
futilely with coffee-filled paper cups as a 3-quart aluminum coffee pot with col 
they took a break from their punishing lapsible handles. 
duties. Resolving to do something about The kit is kept in readiness in the 
this condition he and his son, Charles, Auburn headquarters and can be quickl; 
designed and presented to the Auburn obtained when the chief knows he has : 
Fire Department a coffee kit. long fight on his hands. It is taken to | 

Nesting compactly in a wooden case nearby 24-hour restaurant and “charged.’ 
with a drop-leaf front are two 1-gallon Now when the Auburn fire fighters ge 
thermos jugs with spouts, 36 white time for a coffee break, it is ready anl 
enameled cups with special large handles, / waiting with a cigarette too, if wantec 
36 spoons, special sugar and creamer and The kit has space for two cartons d 
a swivel-head electric lantern. smokes, regular or king size. 


Fire-Scooter Protects Industrial Plant 


Industrial firemen of the Maywood sponding to an alarm of fire. The stee 
plant, Consolidated Western Steel Divi- fabricating firm has converted a smal 
sion, U. S. Steel Corporation, Los Ange- electric yard scooter into a miniaturt 
les, literally scoot to the scene when re- hose wagon which can transport a crev 
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of four to any point of the 87-acre plant 
in 90 seconds. 

The three-wheeled fire scooter was 
conceived and adapted to its present use 
by E. K. Hunt, chief of plant protection, 
by welding on a rear step and attaching 
extinguisher brackets and a side box. It 
carries 200 feet of 24-inch hose; 200 
feet of 14-inch hose; a 2%-gallon 
pump tank; a 1-gallon carbon tetrachlo- 
ride extinguishér; a 30-pound dry chemi- 
cal extinguisher; fire axe; hand light; all- 
purpose mask; first-aid kit, and 150 feet 
of 5-inch rope. Fully loaded it can 


hour and operate through the plant 
building aisles. 


N.Y. F. D. Library Has Bookplate 








tioned in these columns, now sports an 
attractive bookplate which is placed in 
every book donated to the library. The 
design is in the form of the traditional 
fireman’s shield and is printed in black. 
The name of the donor is printed in red 
within the white space. 


Police-Fire Seesaw 


a serious problem of recruitment and 


was brought into sharp focus with the 
resignation of 46 patrolmen, 45 of whom 
switched to the fire department. 


ing trend of changeover from one city de- 
partment to another. Since January 1, 113 
men have quit the police, 98 of them to 
become fire fighters. 

Various reasons are given for the 
switch; the one most commonly heard is 
that fire fighters have been permitted to 
hold outside jobs whereas policemen are 
not permitted to do so. 

The fire department recently ruled that 
new men could not hold outside jobs al- 
though veterans with two jobs were not 
affected. This move was designed to halt 
the transfers. However, according to the 
press, it is expected another 70 patrol- 
















men, who are also on the fire fighter list, 
will make the change in the next few 
months, 
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The mass resignations spotlight a grow- | 





maintain a top speed of 12 miles per | 


The New York Fire Department’s Li- | 


brary, which has frequently been men- | 


New York City’s police department has | 


holding its men. In April the problem | 





Build your own fire truck 


for a few hundred dollars . 


The time has come when rural fire protection 
should leave the “Fancy Dan” class so that every 
small community can do a real down-to-earth job of 
extinguishing fires rapidly, simply and inexpensively. 





The nickel plate, red paint, gadgets and polish are good if you can 
afford them. But all you need for sound, economical fire protection is 
an Oberdorfer All Bronze Pump hooked up to the transmission of a 
dependable truck that carries a tank of water loaded with a good 
wetting agent. 
Effective fire control starts just as soon as this outfit can reach its des- 
tination and a man can grab the nozzle end of the booster hose and get 
to the fire. The resulting penetrating stream of over 120 Ibs. pressure 
is the fastest and most important phase of fire fighting. 
Do you have a garage, a truck and a mechanic with a little common 
sense? We have the pump you need. Write for details. 








OBERDORFER 


BRONZE ROTARY GEAR 





PUMP 


No, 26—$249.50 





Slightly higher 
West of Rockies 


PERFORMANCE DATA—No. 26 PUMP SHOWN ABOVE 




















Pump Shaft Pounds Hose Length | Dry Suction Vol. in Gal. 
R.P.M. Pressure and Size Lift in Feet Per Minute 
1600 120 500’—114.” 20’ 150 











For complete specifications of this and other Oberdorfer All Bronze Booster 
Pumps, and name of your nearest distributor, write: 





| FIRE PUMP DIVISION OBERDORFER FOUNDRIES, INC., Syracuse, N.Y., 


For QUICK LIFE SAVING SERVICES 


IN RESPIRATORY EMERGENCIES 








Weighs only 


30 pounds 


shock etc. 
INHALATOR 


in seconds. 


pamphlet F-405. 


RESUSCITATOR 
The newest rookie can start it breathing for the victim 


STEPHENSON 
‘‘MINUTEMAN”’ RESUSCITATOR 


Does more for the patient in cases of smoke 
suffocation, gas poisoning, heart attack, electric 


ASPIRATOR 


Write today for demonstration without obligation or for 





Represented in Canada by Wilson & Cousins, Toronto 
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BRAXMAR 
BADGES 

























Since 1879 


Firemen the world over rely 
on Braxmar for the finest 
badges money can buy. 
We offer the widest possi- 
ble selection in nickel, 
chrome plate, sterling sil- 
ver, gold plate, rolled gold 
and solid gold; all of our 
badges and insignia are 
the work of experts with a 
lifetime of service. 


Write for latest catalog 


and price list. 


Dealer inquiries invited 


THE C. G. BRAXMAR CO., INC. 


216 East 45th Street 
New York 17, New York 











NEWS OF THE MANUFACTURERS 


Continued from page 442 


eter by % inch in thickness, It is ex- 
pected to find wide usage in rescue and 
underwater breathing systems as well as 
in hospital, ambulance and _ industrial 
oxygen equipment. 


Baltimore Installs El-Tec 


As a result of traffic accidents that 
have killed 10 firemen and injured 27 
during the past five years, the City of 
Baltimore is now installing a pilot system 
for radio control of traffic signals by 
fire vehicles. 

“El-Tec,” the electronic traffic cop 
manufactured by Electronic Protection, 
Inc., 2085 North Hawthorne Avenue, 
Melrose Park, Ill., permits electronic con- 
trol of traffic signals and warns the driv- 
ers by a special visible signal when two 
vehicles approach the same corner from 
intersecting streets. 

Baltimore is the first city in the mil- 
lion-plus population range to try out the 
system. 


New Small Dry Chemical Units 





A new line of dry chemical fire ex- 
tinguishers, claimed to be the smallest 
now available bearing approval of the 
Underwriters’ Laboratories, has been de- 
veloped by Leeder Manufacturing Co., 
Inc., 133 Woodside Avenue, Briarcliff, 
N. Y. They come in 1-pound, 144-pound, 
2%4-pound and 4-pound sizes. These 
units carry the following ratings under 
the recently revised Underwriters’ rating 
system: l-pound, measuring only 3% 
inches in diameter and 9% inches high, 
1 B:C; 14%-pound, 2 B:C; 2%4-pound, 
4 B:C; and the 4-pound unit is rated at 
6 B:C. 


Fire and Explosion Suppression 


Simmonds Aerocessories, Inc., 105 
White Plains Road, Tarrytown, N. Y., an- 
nounces that arrangements have been 
completed with Graviner Manufacturing 
Company, Ltd., of England and with 
Fenwal Incorporated of Ashland, Mass., 
whereby Fenwal has instituted a program 
for the manufacture and sale of complete 








systems of fire and explosion suppres 
sion equipment. 

Under these arrangements, all Sim. 
monds fire and explosion suppression de. 


Graviner Manufacturing Company, Ltd, 
Canadian and U. S. patent rights, fo 
fire and explosion suppression equipment 
have been placed with Fenwal Incor 
porated. 


velopments and rights, which mcd 


A. A. Garthwaite, Jr. Heads 
Lee Rubber and Tire Corp. 

Albert A. Garthwaite, Jr. has been 
elected president of the Lee Rubber and 
Tire Corporation, Conshohocken, Pa, 





parent organization of Republic Rubber, 
Youngstown, Ohio, manufacturers of fire 
hose. He succeeds his father, A. A. 
Garthwaite, who was elevated to the post 
of chairman of the board. 


St. Louis Bids Farewell to Wood 


The recent acquisition of five 85-foot 
and two 100-foot steel aerial ladders has 
enabled the City of St. Louis to retire 
all wood aerial ladders from active serv- 





ice. The new apparatus is part of the 
fire department modernization program 
initiated by Director of Safety Joseph 
Sestric and Fire Chief Hugh Lyon. The 
new aerials and nine pumpers previously 
feceived were supplied by American 
LaFrance. 
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Davies Promoted by M. S. A. 


John B. Davies has been elected assist- 
ant vice-president of Mine Safety Appli- 
ances Company, Pittsburgh. He was for- 

merly manager of industrial sales and 

will serve in the newly-organized Indus- 
trial Products Group. 





Mr. Davies is president of the Indus- 
trial Safety Equipment Association and a 
member of the American Society of 
Safety Engineers, the American Industrial 
Hygiene Association and the International 


president of the Veterans of Safety and 
a district director of National Sales 
Executives. A graduate of Carnegie Insti- 
tute of Technology, he joined Mine 
Safety in 1919. 


Circle-D Literature Available 


The Natale Machine and Tool Co., 
Carlstadt, N. J., has issued a new bro- 
chure on their Circle-D emergency port- 
able lighting equipment. It describes the 
complete line of narrow beam spot and 
flood lights and related accessories. 
Copies may be obtained by writing the 
company and asking for AIA file No. 
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31-F-2. 


International Harvester Changes 





Association of Fire Chiefs. He is a past | 





Peter V. Moulder, president, Interna- | 


tional Harvester Company, has an- 


nounced the following personnel changes | 


in the company’s motor truck division: 


assistant manager of sales, motor truck 
division, is promoted to manager of sales, 
succeeding Buzard. William E. Callahan, 
formerly sales manager, eastern region, 
motor truck division, becomes assistant 


1956. 


















Distributor Urges Training 


In Alaska you may have to be your 
own fire department, according to Walter 
E. Buckow, president of the Alaska Fire 
Equipment Co. Due to distances, winter 
weather conditions and relative lack of 
transportation facilities, you must be self- 
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Ralph M. Buzard, formerly manager of | 
sales, motor truck division, becomes gen- | 
eral manager of that division, reporting | 
to vice-president William C. Schumacher, | 
who will continue to head motor truck | 
operations. Louis W. Pierson, formerly | 


sales manager to serve with D. F. Kuntz, | 
whose appointment was announced in | 





Excessive smoke inhalation can have cumulative effects which in time can result 
in various disabilities and even tend to shorten life. Without complete Scott 
Air-Pak protection fire fighters can enter the realm of unhappy statistics. 


But to the man who wears a Scott Air-Pak, the above 
is what happens to the other fellow. With Air-Pak 
protection the fireman enjoys cool, fresh air with every 
breath, no matter how thick the smoke gets. 


And the new SCOTTORAMIC Mask gives vision 
unlimited — wide angle vision in all directions that 
helps firemen to spot danger zones quickly. 

Scott Air-Paks give the greatest protection at the 
lowest cost. Write for complete information, or con- 
tact your nearest Scott Distributor. 





Celebrating 2 Quarter of a Century bs we < eg 


ce 19 
Pt 32 JZ of Progress Write for yours today. 
> A 


ol 





Safety Equipment Division 
SCOTT AVIATION CORP. 


215 ERIE STREET . LANCASTER, N. Y. 
Canada: Safety Supply Co., Toronto — Branches in Principal Cities 
Export: Southern Oxygen Co., 15 West 57th Street, New York 19, N.Y. 


FOR SAFETY - FOR SERVICE 















MEMCO AERIAL LADDER 


The personnel of the average fire depart- 
ment is mighty proud of its fire fighting 
ability, and it Hans very good care of its 
apparatus in order that this ability will 
not be impaired. 


One thing some departments overlook 
is the modern apparatus now available to 
increase fire fighting efficiency. One such 
modern piece of apparatus is the aerial 
ladder most every department can afford 
—a MEMCO AERIAL LADDER. 


It is not even necessary to buy a new 
truck to equip your Department with a 
MEMCO AERIAL LADDER. It can be 
mounted on a truck you already have in 
service. Or it can be mounted on a com- 
mercial chassis, or your favorite fire truck 
manufacturer can build it into a new fire 
truck. 





Photo courtesy General Safety Equipment Corp. 
North Branch, Minnesota 


The 65 foot MEMCO AERIAL LADDER, 
pictured above, shows a “mid-ship” 
mounting, with the ladder sections trail- 
ing while in traveling position, but many 





units are mounted over the rear axle. 


Why not investigate the distinct possi- 
bility of increasing the efficiency in your 
Department through the installation of a 
MEMCO AERIAL LADDER? | 


Available in 50 and 65 foot lengths. | 


for details—write or telephone 


MEMCO AERIAL LADDER CO. 


1007 N. W. 36th Street 
Oklahoma City 18, Oklahoma 
Telephone—JAckson 5-6828 
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reliant, he maintains, and he urges his 
customers to have sufficient fire extin- 
guishing equipment to cope with any 
likely fire emergency as well as a trained 
fire brigade to operate it. He also advo- 
cates installation of automatic fire de- 
tecting and extinguishing systems. 

To further fire brigade training, Mr. 
Buckow uses Walter Kidde’s “Fire Bri- 
gade Training Manual” and useful train- 
ing aides. The company carries a com- 
plete line of extinguishers and other 
facilities in both Anchorage and Fair- 
banks. 


Pyrene-C-O-Two Names 
Spencer Sales Executive 


William E. Tramanhauser, vice-presi- 
dent and general sales manager, has an- 
nounced the appointment of W. J. 
Spencer as assistant sales manager of 
Pyrene-C-O-Two Division of the Fyr 
Fyter Company. 





Mr. Spencer will have headquarters 
in Newark and assist in the direction of 
the national sales force of Pyrene-C-O- 
Two, manufacturer of a complete line 
of fire protection equipment. 

He has been with the company for ten 
years and previously had been on the 
sales staff of A. Gross & Co. in Baltimore. 


New Waterous Officers 


The Waterous Company of St. Paul, 
Minn., has announced the election of 
Fred S. Roesler as executive vice-presi- 
dent and David F. Thomas, vice-presi- 
dent in charge of engineering. 

The new executives were elected by 
the directors of the company at their an- 
nual meeting March 21. 

Mr. Roesler has been with the com- 
pany since 1936 in the capacities of office 
manager, auditor, comptroller and vice- 
president. Mr. Thomas started with 
Waterous in 1946 in the engineering de- 
partment and has been identified with 
product development and sales. 


Du Mont on Florida’s West Coast 


Sales and service of Du Mont mobile 
communications systems on  Florida’s 
West Coast will be handled by the newly 
established Peninsular Communications 
Company in Tampa, according to C. J. 
Harrison, sales manager of the Mobile 
Radio Communications Department of 
Allen B. Du Mont Laboratories, Inc. 


March Joins Mack Trucks 


Mack Trucks, Inc., expanding its fire 
apparatus division, announces the ap. 
pointment of Brook J. March as fire appa. 
ratus representative for industrial sales. 





Mr. March is a graduate of Lehigh 
University and has served both as a tech. 
nical consultant and sales executive for 
various industrial firms, including manu. 
facturers of fire equipment and special 
foam-making apparatus. 


American Cyanamid Bulletin 


Publication of a major bulletin on the 
rapidly expanding field of surface active 
agents has been announced by American 
Cyanamid, Manufacturers Chemicals De- 
partment, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, 
York 21, N. Y. 

The new literature gives technical data 
on the seven types of “Aerosol” surface 
agents offered in commercial quantities 
by Cyanamid, including their use in basic 
formulations, data for testing effectiveness 
and information on storage and handling. 


Somers Manufacturing Head 
of Fyr-Fyter 


C. H. Somers, vice-president in charge 
of manufacturing for Fyr-Fyter’s Dayton, 
Ohio, plant since 1948, has been elected 
to. serve in the same capacity for all of 
Fyr-Fyters manufacturing plants. The 
company has manufacturing plants at 
Newark, N. J.; Wooster, Ohio, and San 
Francisco, Calif., in addition to the Day- 
ton plant. 

Mr. Somers, who will continue as the 
manufacturing head of the Dayton plant, 
will also be in charge of the company’s 
new Central Research and Development 
Division, which was established on Jan- 
uary I. 


Fenwal Brochure on Detectors 


Fenwal Incorporated, Ashland, Mass., 
has issued a four-page illustrated bro- 
chure, MC-107B, on unit fire detectors. 
It describes the hermetically-sealed De- 
tect-A-Fire units, which operate on a 
unique rate-compensation principle which 
causes the detector to actuate’ at its se- 
lected protection level regardless of how 
slowly or rapidly the surrounding tem- 
perature rises (below explosive condi- 
tions). 
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McLaughlin Succeeds Ross 
as Greenberg Sales Manager 


Elmer K. Ross, manager of sales, for 
M. Greenberg’s Sons, San Francisco, Cal., 
since 1938, who retired March 1, is suc- 
ceeded by Martin R. McLaughlin, for- 





M. R. Mclaughlin 


merly sales manager of the Josam Mfg. 
Company, Michigan City, Ind. Mr. Mc- 
Laughlin will direct sales, sales promo- 
tion and advertising of the company’s fire 
hydrants and bronze products. 


Cost Record Book Available 


Truck operators in every business may 
be interested in obtaining copies of the 
35th annual edition of the White-Auto- 
car “Cost Record Book” just issued. The 
book provides a comprehensive yet sim- 
ple system of analyzing truck operating 
costs and can be tailored to any truck- 
using business and any size fleet. 

A sample copy may be obtained by 
writing The White Motor Company, 
Cleveland 1, Ohio. 


Traditional Pole Replaced 
by Slide 


The Adams Street fire station in Bir- 
mingham, Mich., may be one of the first, 
if not the first, to use stainless steel slides 
instead of the traditional brass pole. 

Now when an alarm sounds, Birming- 
ham firemen on the second floor of the 
new station coast down easily to the 
waiting trucks on one of the two slides 
installed in the house. 

A sliding door covers the opening 
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From one chief to another. . 


A : — 








CY) 
\. 







CHIEF’ G. M. THOMPSON, RURAL FIRE , 
DEPARTMENT, ROCHESTER, MINN. SAYS: | 
“‘We know through our own \ 
experience that the cost of 

owning a Cornelius compressor 
is small compared to the safety 


it provides our men.”’ 


Chief Thompson’s report continues — November 17, 1956 at a bad fire in a 
Rochester department store, our Cornelius compressor provided unlimited 
air supply for our men. We plugged the compressor into a light post socket 
and filled cylinders when they were empty. Without the compressor, our 
fresh air breathing equipment would have been out of service the last four 
hours of the fire.” (Original letter on file.) 


There is no substitute for an 
abundance of pure, fresh air 
for prompt, effective fire fight- 
ing. Write today for FREE Cor- 
nelius portable compressor cata- 
log or call your fire equipment 
distributor for a demonstration. 
Find out why Cornelius compres- 
sors are recommended by fire 
chiefs everywhere. 


(] 
(cineclis COMPANY 


550 - 39th Avenue N.E. @ Mi polis 21, Mi tt 





MODEL 130R1415 
3000 PSI — 2 CFM 





Weight complete — 95 Ibs. 




















HALE % 
Portable Unit 
Installed on 


Running board 
of 


Apparatus 


Picture at right shows 
Hale FZZ portable pump- 
ing unit (from Suction 
Side) neatly installed on 
running board of pumper. 
Shut-off valve at right 
leading from Booster 
tank. 





Left ... view of FZZ 
from Discharge Side 
showing Discharge run- 
ning into Booster line. 
Pump can be easily de- 
tached to fight fire direct; 
as standby pump; or to 
supply larger pumper 
from source of water in- 
accessible to the pumper. 
The FZZ will supply 
from draft 2 capable fire 
streams thru 1%” lines. 
Performance substantial- 
ly exceeds NBFU and 
NFPA cap. and pressure 
requirements for  port- 
able pumps. 


Write for NEW FZZ folders. 
Ask for Demonstration. 


A ALE FIRE PUMP CO. 
Conshohocken,Pa. 
Fire Pumps in all Standard 
Capacities 
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SAFETY counts . . . and SECONDS count, 
too! You score high on both with this 
fast-acting, SNAP-ON fighting tool. On 
the top of the ladder . . . or for close-up 
work, you'll welcome the extra useful- 
ness of your “‘Little Fireman''—a rugged, 
MANN-made fire axe. The 15-inch hick- 





ory handle, precision-balanced in its 
1% Ib. head, makes it a power-pack of 
‘fightin’ fury" at the side of a modern 
fireman. Be sure YOU carry a “Little 
Fireman"’! 


MANN EDGE TOOL COMPANY 


Lewistown 3, Pennsylvania 


PHONE, WIRE or WRITE for illustrated catalog 

showing you the complete line of fire axes 
—all made in our century-old tradition by fifth- 
generation craftsmen! 
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when the slide is not in use, which can 
be operated quickly by the first man 
down the chute. 

It is said there is much less danger of 
fractured bones and kicked faces when 
this device is used in preference to the 
traditional pole. 

The product was designed by a former 
fire chief of Birmingham, and built by 
Chissus Brothers Construction Company 
of that city. Space under the slide is used 
for storage. For further information 
contact W. E. McFee, Supervisor, Prod- 
uct information service, Armco Steel Cor- 
poration, Middletown, Ohio. 


Met-L-X in Piped Systems 


A piped fire extinguishing system utiliz- 
ing Met-L-X dry powder has been de- 
veloped by Ansul Chemical Company, 
Marinette, Wis., to meet demands from 
liquid metal users for an agent to reduce 
fire hazards. 

The system is designed to give maxi- 
mum protection in areas where use of 
manual extinguishers is impossible be- 
cause of radiation hazards, or smoke 
characteristic of liquid-metal fires. It is 
said to be especially effective on sodium 
or NaK. Met-L-X consists primarily of 
sodium chloride compounded with mate- 
rials that are both water-repellent and 
free-flowing. 


Platformed Aerial Ladder 


A semi-automatic, manually-operated 
aerial extension ladder designed for easy 
operation with maximum safety is being 
manufactured by Industrial Systems Com- 
pany, 32 Main Street, Matawan, N. J. 
Named the “Murray’s Crow’s-Nest,” this 
aerial ladder features a flat, adjustable 


platform with ample floor space on which 
the occupant can work in complete safety, 
Ring bolts on the sides of the platform 
are provided for the snap latches of ; 
safety belt as an additional safeguard. 

The ladder may be adjusted approxi. 
mately to 80 feet in height, incline up 
72° and rotate 360°. Once set to the de 
sired position, the ladder locks in plag 
semi-automatically. 

The unit may be mounted for use a 
auto trucks, or its own portable base, ani 
is available in sizes from 29 feet to § 
feet. 


New ‘“‘Quik-Call’’ Package 


A single-unit console providing con- 
plete selective calling facilities for lan¢. 
mobile radio base station installations ha 
been announced by Motorola, Inc., Com. 
munications & Industrial Electronics Di 
vision. 

The new console combines all tom 
signaling elements, including tone gener 
ator, timer, power supply and code se 
lector, in a single compact package. Th: 
console can be quickly and easily addei 
to any existing two-way radio system, re. 
gardless of make or model. Over-all di- 
mensions are approximately 13 x 10 x 1 
inches; weight is 24 pounds complete. 


General Electric Promotes 
Worthen 


Kent J. Worthen, formerly district 
sales manager for mobile communica- 
tions equipment at Los Angeles, Califor- 
nia, has been appointed market develop- 
ment manager for the General Electric 
Communication Products Department 
and will coordinate the company’s ac- 
tivities in the sale of a two-way radio 
to new user markets. 

Mr. Worthen will be located at the 
General Electric Communication Prod- 
ucts Department headquarters in Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. 


L. A. City-County Team Up 


Los Angeles City and County firemen 
teamed up in an unsuccessful attempt 
to rescue a worker trapped beneath a 
concrete slab in a cave-in on the Sunset 
Strip in Hollywood, March 12. 

The construction workman was dead 
by the time he finally was extricated sev- 
eral hours after the collapse. 

After the accident, fellow workers 
called the County Fire Department 
which dispatched Engine 8 and Ladder 8 
by radio. Both units were drilling in the 
area. Rescue 8 responded from the sta- 
tion. 

Battalion Chief A. C. Wilie, in charge 
of rescue operations for the county, re- 
quested heavy equipment at once. 

County dispatchers called L. A. City 
Fire Department which sent Emergency 
27 which was at the department’s mait 
Hollywood station. Other heavy construc: 
tion equipment was also brought in from 
other construction jobs. 

Cliff Dektai 
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California’s Fire 
Service Day 


California celebrated its first Fire 
Service Day on May 4. 

Fire departments throughout the 
Golden State held various types of ob- 
servances for the day which was pro- 
claimed officially by Governor Goodwin J. 
Knight. 

Chief William L. Miller of the Los 
Angeles City Fire Department was re- 
sponsible for originating the idea for the 
observance. 

“Our thought was that the citizen 
should get to know his neighborhood fire- 
man and his fire station better,” said 
Chief Miller. “We felt that the better 
the citizen understood the operation of 
his local fire station, the better relations 
would be between the department and 
the public.” 

Inspector Ken Burton of the L.A.F.D.’s 
Public Relations Bureau was detailed to 
contact the Los Angeles Junior Chamber 
of Commerce. That group has been active 
in sponsoring L.A, City’s Junior Fire De- 
partment activities and agreed to co- 
sponsor a fire day with the L.A.F.D. 

However, Chief Miller felt that the day 
should be statewide, taking into consid- 
eration the many departments involved, 
not only throughout the state, but in the 
Los Angeles area alone. Inspector Bur- 
ton went to the State Junior Chamber 
convention in Fresno and introduced a 
resolution for that group to co-sponsor 
the day on a state-wide basis. 

Other organizations, including the Cali- 
fornia Fire Chiefs Association, California 
State Fireman’s Association and Califor- 
nia Rural Fireman’s Asséciation agreed to 
participate in the sponsorship. 

Then, after the Governor’s proclama- 
tion, California Fire Marshal Joe Yock- 
ers sent a letter to all fire agencies en- 
couraging their participation and the 
California Junior Chamber encouraged 
its hundreds of member groups to con- 
tact their local fire chiefs, 

Los Angeles City and County Fire De- 
partments and many other Southern Cali- 
fornia departments observed Fire Serv- 
ice Day with open house, while other 
departments had their own form of ob- 
servance. 


—Cliff Dektar 


To Curb Bomb False Alarms 


The Connecticut General Assembly on 
April 25 completed action on a bill mak- 
ing it a crime to give false reports of 
bombs having been placed on airplanes 
or in places of public assembly. 

The measure, which is expected to be 
signed by Governor Abraham A. Ribicoff, 
stipulates a fine of $1,000 or not more 
than one year in jail, or both, for any 
violations. 

The bill declares it a “crime” for any- 
one who “knowingly gives false informa- 
tion to the effect that a bomb will be 
exploded or that any serious hazard ex- 
ists in any public conveyance, church, 


— theatre, auditorium and assembly 
all, 
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INTRODUCING... 
FROM PACIFIC PUMPERS 
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MODEL "BE" PUMPER 
The "BE" is a lightweight 
pumper, simple in construc- 
tion, easy and inexpensive to 
operate and maintain. En- 
gineered and designed for 
fire suppression, spraying and 
general purpose use. Pacific 
Pumpers . . . first choice for 
over 35 years. 










Net Weight ........+--+ 39 Ibs. PUMP: Eco rotary positive dis- 
PUMPER PERFORMANCE. placement type, self-priming. 
Pressure .. . 50 100 150 180 CONSTRUCTION: Naval bronze 
Gal. per min. II 10 9 8 housing, neoprene impellers and 
ENGINE: 2.25 h.p. at 3600 RPM. shaft seals, monel shaft and 
Briggs & Stratton one-cylinder, eccentrics. 

four-cycle, air-cooled. Stellite ex- SUCTION AND DISCHARGE: |” 
haust valves with rotocaps. parallel 1.P.T. (std.) 









STARTING: Recoil type. 
List Price F.O.B. Seattle 
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PACIFIC MARINE SUPPLY COMPANY 


1223 Western Avenue ¢ Seattle, Washington 











The accelerated tempo of modern times demands modern tech- 

niques plus stepped-up efficiency. Fire departments everywhere 
find the Super Vacuum Smoke Ejector provides the extra margin of efficiency 
necessary in modern day fire fighting. New and revolutionary in design, Super 
Vacuum will outperform other fans twice its size...gives the positive, controlled 
ventilation essential to the prompt, efficient control of fires. 


CONTROL VENTILATION 
.. CONTROL FIRES! 


The heart of the SUPER VACUUM Smoke Ejector 
is the patented propeller. Conventional fans 
produce a chopping, recirculating action. In 
} contrast, the SUPER VACUUM propeller is 
5M, a perfect spiral air screw which creates 
a vacuum...suction is created over 

the entire face of the propeller 

and the air or smoke is dis- 

charged in a high veloc- 


U, sane CTURED BY Co 
upper Vacuums MANUFACTURING CO. 
319% E. 17th Ave., Denver 3, Colorado INC. 
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ONAN 

Electric Plants 
help you fight 
fires all 3 ways! 


ONAN portable models combine light weight 
with 4-cycle quick starting, long life and all- 
around dependability. Quick release bases are 
available on many models permitting instant 
removal of the units from fire rigs. Onan 
Standby Plants from 1,000 to 50,000 watts 
assure electric power for fire stations, head- 
quarters departments and radio communica- 
tions. Air-cooled models can be equipped with 
Onan’s exclusive Vacu-Flo cooling system 
allowing installation in closed rooms or com- 
partments. 








1 Corry them by hand right up to the fire...operate 
@ power tools ond lights. 





Mount them on rigs to power searchlights and 3 

as other motor-driven equipment. e EMERGENCY 

- STANDBY POWER 
Installed in the fire station 
or department, they supply 
all electricity required 
when power is interrupted. 







SERIES 105AK 
1,500 watts; 
125 pounds 


| al f Write for Folder on fire department models 
cal) D.W.ONAN & SONS INC. 


3121 Univ, Ave. S. E., Minneapolis 14, Minn. 











MODEL 20 SIRENLITE 
for Emergency Vehicles 
Siren sounds a penetrating 
warning, red light automatically 
flashes authority. Traffic opens 


instantly, day or night. FREE 
ROLLING feature. 


@ HANDSOME 
—@ RUGGED 
@ RELIABLE 


Built by proud craftsmen to the highest standards of 
precision manufacturing . . . utilizing materials of finest 
quality . . . Sterling Sirens give year-after-year of 
unsurpassed dependability and satisfaction. 


MODEL 20 SIRENLITE 
FIRE ALARM SIREN 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| for Volunteer Systems . 
| 
| 
| 
| 
b. 








Quick acceleration, power- 
plus . . . Model M really 
gets the boys out in a hurry! 
Used by championship 
companies from coast to 
coast. A dependable, heavy- 
duty siren built of the 

finest materials throughout. 


i se Ga que que cue cum que cum 


Complete line of Siren Equipment * 


Bulletin on Request 


cee cee cee ee we E STERLING SIREN FIRE ALARM CO., INC. 
10. BARTLETT ST., ROCHESTER 8, N. Y. 
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HARRISBURG FIRE 


Continued from page 433 


assignment was covered by the Friend. 
ship No. 1 pumper, a 750-gpm_ unit 
nearly 30 years old. 

At 11:35 a.m., with the original ware. 
house fire still spreading, it was deemed 
advisable to set up a pumper relay from 
the Susquehanna River, as the 12-inch 
and 16-inch water mains available to the 
firemen near the fire scene, were being 
taxed to capacity. 


Relays set up 


Enhaut (750) was dispatched from 
Swatara Township and sent to the river, 
Five minutes later, the Steelton Com. 
pany’s West Side pumper was ordered 
from city Station No. 9 to the fire for in 
clusion in the relay. It was replaced at 
the No. 9 Station by the East End Com 
pany of Steelton. 

Shortly after noon, flames burst through 
the roof of the warehouse, as a second 
relay from the river was getting into 
operation. With the extra water supply, 
two additional master streams were 
brought into concentrated play to permit 
attack through nearly every window in 
the front of the burning structure. How- 
ever, contents piled high near the win- 
dows broke up the streams before water 
could reach the heart of the fire, and it 
wasn't until the roof was nearly con- 
sumed that streams could be directed 
into the interior effectively—these from 
rooftops adjoining the fire building. 


21 streams in operation 


At this time, 21 streams were playing 
into the building. Many of these were 
served by as many as three or four 214- 
inch lines wyed into deluge sets. 

At 1:45 p.m., companies filling in at 
city fire stations were called as a unit to 
Box 234, 7th and Verbeke Streets, a 
dangerous exposure area in the slum sec- 
tion of the city. Both Lower Allen pieces, 
Rescue of Estherton, as well as Lemoyne 
‘and Oberlin answered. Fire badly dam- 
aged a partition in a dwelling at 1204- 
1206 North 7th Street before it was 
brought under control. 

At 1:55 p.m., Paxtang’s pumper was 
ordered from city Station No. 12 to the 
warehouse fire to set up still another re- 
lay from a distant hydrant to Penbrook’s 
pumper to the fire. Within several min- 
utes, Lawnton (500) was pulled in to 
city Station No. 12, and in order not to 
leave the Lawton-Paxtang area denuded, 
Oberlin Gardens of Swatara Township 
was sent to the Paxtang Borough fire sta- 
tion on standby. 

At 2:30 p.m., the York Fire Depart- 
ment, 28 miles away, offered assistance, 
but was notified by radio they would not 
be needed. 

At almost this same minute, another 
Harrisburg alarm was turned in from 
1413 Cowden Street. This was answered 
by the Lower Allen equipment, with 
Oberlin, Rescue of Estherton, Lemoyn¢ 
and East End of Steelton. A davenpor! 
has been ignited by a cigarette. Damage 
was slight. 
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By 3:00 p.m., the warehouse fire was 
considered under control, and fire fight- 
ers were able to enter the building with 
caution, to begin overhauling. Most 
heavy streams were shut down, and the 
mopping up done by 1%-inch and a few 
2%-inch hose lines. Middletown’s three 
fire companies and Hershey’s company, 
both a dozen miles away, had been 
alerted to stand ready in home stations. 

At 4:00 p.m., Assistant Chief Houseal 
released the first company, West Side of 
Steelton, to return to home quarters. At 
4:30, Paxtang, Penbrook and Progress 
were released. 


Water re-used 


Penbrook firemen, harassed by poor 
water supply in the final stages of the 
battle, had pulled into the street in front 
of the warehouse, drafted water directly 
from the flooded street and poured it 
back onto the flames. They were later 
praised for this act of ingenuity. 

At 4:35 p.m., Harrisburg’s Engines 14, 
15 and 16 returned to quarters; at 4:30 
Oberlin Gardens was released. From then 
until 5:10, companies were released in 
the following order: Lemoyne, West 
Fairview, Harrisburg Engines 1, 9 and 
13; West End of Steelton, Rescue of 
Estherton and Harrisburg Engines 7, 10, 
11 and Ladder 3. 

At 5:15 p.m., a telephone alarm again 
sent tired firemen scurrying, this time to 
1515 North 6th Street. The call was an- 
swered by Engines 7 and 10, Ladder 3, 
and both Lower Allen units. This call 
proved to be for a roast burning on a 
kitchen stove. Immediately after this 
alarm, the Lower Allen pumper and lad- 
der were released. 

At 7:00 p.m., Harrisburg Engines 2, 8 
and 12; Ladder 2; Oberlin and Lawnton 
were released. One city company re- 
mained at the warehouse. At 7:05, all 
other companies reported secure, and the 
County base station which had controlled 
the out-of-city apparatus and moveup 
signed off the air. 

Three times in the next 12 hours, city 
Engines 1 and 9 returned to control re- 
burns that flared in the debris. City dis- 
patchers who received special credit for 
handling details of city relocation of 
apparatus and pumper relays were 
D. Edgar Fox and Frank Wolfarth. 

Chiefs McBride and Houseal praised 
all participating companies for the lack 
of confusion, and the rapid manner in 
which all orders were executed. All fire 
and CD officials involved were reported 
well satisfied with the success of the area 
mutual aid operations, used here for the 
first time. 


Largest fire in 1930 


Harrisburg’s largest fire, suffered in 
1930, was the million dollar partial de- 
struction of the Pennsylvania State 
Library-Forum-Educational Building on 
the Capitol grounds. It was under con- 
struction at the time. That particular 
blaze was not as spectacular. Much of 
the loss was accounted for then by the 
fancy marble and expensive furnishings 
in the structure. [0 
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A turn of the dial solves any pump 


pressure problem ina few seconds 


& Ses 
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PAYS FOR ITSELF 
BY CUTTING PUMP, 
GAUGE and HOSE 
DAMAGE 


























If you know your hose lay and tip size, the 
pumper-mounted A &W Computor gives you 
exact pump pressure in seconds, without loss 
of time or water. Computes for hand lines, 
master stream appliances, relays. Reduces 
personnel injuries due to ruptured hose. 


Mounts quickly and easily on any pumper 
Face size only 6” x 11”. No connections 
except for lighting. Trouble-free, built to 
last. Chrome plated, water sealed. 

Distributed in United States and Canada by 
American LaFrance Corporation 















WASHINGTON 
Greatest Name in Cots 


COT & STRETCHER EQUIPMENT 
TO FIT ANY VEHICLE. 


OR FOR ANY FIRST AID ROOM 
REQUIREMENTS. 


STRETCHERS 


AND A COMPLETE LINE OF AMBULANCE 
COTS. We Manufacture All Kinds. 


<—THIS NEW 
WASHINGTON 
KONTOUR COT 


offers exclusive features not 
available in any other cot! The 
cot can be carried properly, no 
need to keep head low and 
foot end high. It easily shortens 
from 75” to 52”, for easier 
turning, and at the same time 
patient is made more comfort- 
able. Both patient and mat- 
tress stay in_ place without 
straps or holding, no matter 
how steep the carrying angle. 
The patient is more pen gene A 
relaxed, feels more secure, wi 

no fear of falling! A simple 
hand crank raises the bed sec- 
tion under the patient’s knees, 
as the cot length is shortened. 


Let WASHINGTON's progressiveness and reputation for ‘finer’ equipment 
be your guide in buying the BEST. 


— WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG — 


WASHINGTON PRODUCTS CO. 


238 SO. FAYETTE ST. — WASHINGTON C. H., OHIO 
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MUELLER 


FIRE HYDRANTS 


Dry top design keeps 
threads and bearing 
surfaces away from 
moisture. 


















Bronze weather cap 
assures easy opera- 
tion in any weather. 


Self-oiling reservoir 
automatically lubricates 
stem threads when 
hydrant is operated. 


AWWA 
IMPROVED 


“O" ring seals around 
stem eliminate main- 
tenance of stuffing 
boxes and glands. 


Safety stem coupling 
and flange prevent 
iy oamace to stem and 

barrel by traffic 
collision. 


Compression-type 
main valve closes with 
pressure — assures 
positive shut-offs. 


Double drain valves 
automatically flushed 
when valve is opened 
—a positive drain. 


See your Mueller 
Representative or 
write direct forcom 
plete information 














MUELLER CO. 


Factories at: Decatur, Chattanooga, LosAngeles; (4 
in Canada: Mibeller, Limited, Sarnia, Ontario 














SAFE — SURE 
SIMPLE 





Will not slip on any sur- 
face or incline—will not 








DEALERS: — 


A few choice 
territories are 
available for 
wide awake 
distributors. 
Write for deal. 





SHUTOFF 






“kick-back” — stops flow 
completely at 250 PSI— 
allows partial flow—WILL 
NOT DAMAGE HOSE! 
Clamps 114-, 2¥2-, 3-inch 
hose. Carries easily— 
weight 22 Ibs. Measures 
4x 4x 14 inches. DATA 
ON REQUEST. 


THE HYDRA-CLAMP COMPANY 


291 Bartlett St., Manchester, N. H. 











AQUATIC Search & Rescue Equipment 





Kits, Drags, Extension Poles, Ring Buoys with Toss Lines, etc., for 
ON THE SPOT emergencies in water rescue and body recovery. 
Thoroughly field tested by thousands including Fire Departments, 
Rescue Squads, Sheriff and Police Departments, State and U. S. 
Government Departments. Builds good public relations with effi- 
ciency and serves both large and small communities. 


AQUATIC EQUIPMENT COMPANY 


Box 563, Des Moines, lowa 
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Continued from page 422 


steam pipe. The blaze was extinguished 
with small damage. 

This fire resulted in shutting down the 
big adjoining plant of the American Hard 
Rubber Company, throwing out of work 
over 1,100 employees. 

On the night of March 11, more than 
$50,000 worth of pattern paper, recorded 
tape and raw material stocked at the 
Pequanock Valley Paper Co. located half 
a mile from the still smoldering ruins of 
the Pequanoc Rubber Company’s plant, 
was destroyed by flames. 

Mayor Dean, a volunteer fireman him. 
self, said, “This smells like foul play,” 
recalling the crank letters which he and 
other town officials had received. The 
cause of this fire was not given. 

At 2:00 p.m. on the afternoon of April 
3, fire started in the blacksmith shop of 
the Pequanoc Rubber Company which 
had not been destroyed in the big blaze 
of February 26. A salvage worker, Patrick 
Poal, received third degree burns. 

Police said Poal reportedly was operat- 
ing a cutting torch on some scrap iron 
when sparks ignited a rag and spread to 
a pail of fluid. Poal attempted to ex- 
tinguish the fire by overturning the pail 
and the blaze spread throughout the 
shop. 

All four borough companies fought the 
fire. No estimate of this loss was dis- 


closed. D0 


Free ENGINEERING acknowledges with 
thanks the assistance of the following in 
the preparation of this report: Chief John 
X. Harman, Butler Fire Department; 
Chief Jacob T. Lewis, Morris County 
Civil Defense Coordinator; David H. 
Slayback, Regional Director of Civil De- 
fense, State of New Jersey; Herbert R. 
Bogardus, Technical Manager, New Jer- 
sey Fire Insurance Rating Organization; 
Raymond J. Case, Executive Director, 
National Automatic Sprinkler and Fire 
Control Association. 





Flynn Heads Duluth Department 


Paul R. Flynn, first assistant chief of 
the Duluth, Minn., Fire Department has 
been named acting chief succeeding 
Chief Edward L. Blaski, who retired on 
March 14, Chief Flynn, a veteran of 36 
years’ service, has been assistant chief 
since 1938. 


Daley Chief Marshal of Chicago 


Raymond J. Daley, acting second dep- 
uty fire marshal, has been appointed act- 
ing chief fire marshal of the Chicago, IIL, 
Fire Department. He succeeds Marshal 
Albert H. Petersen, who retired March 
26 from the uniformed service and was 
immediately appointed — assistant fire 
commissioner by the mayor. 

Marshal Daley is a veteran of 31 years’ 
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has announced that he will ask the Civil 
Service Commission to certify Marshal 





service with the fire department and CR z 
holds civil service rank of division mar- B ; or th 1g Care- with \| C U i= ae 


shal. Fire Commissioner Robert J. Quinn 
HOSE CONDITIONING EQUIPMENT 


Zuished 





wn the Daley which would give him civil serv- WASHERS « DRYERS « TURN- TABLES © STORAGE RACKS 
n Hard ice tenure in the position. : 
f work 


FIRE HOSE DRYER 


The patented, electrically operated 
Circul-Air hose dryer circulates ‘pre- 
warmed fresh air through loosely coiled 
hose at the rate of 5 to 6 air changes 
per — Saves floor space, hard 
work and lengthens hose life. No 
other drying method is so fast —so 
economical — so easy to use. Circul- 
Air is the preferred drying method in 


e than §Bethesda’s Bargagni Retires 


corded Fire Chief A. J. Bargagni retired as 
at the Bhead of the Bethesda, Md., Fire Depart- 
ed half Bment after 56 years’ continuous service 
uins of Bas a fire fighter in the District of Colum- 
plant, #bia Fire Department and the Bethesda 
Fire Department. 

nhim- § From 1901 to 1939, Chief Bargagni 
play,” § was a member of the District Force, re- 
1e and Fitiring with the rank of lieutenant to take 
l. The § the post of chief of the Bethesda Depart- 
ment. He held that position until Jan- 
f April uary 1, 1957, at which time he was 


over 4,000 leading Fire Departments. 
: LABORATORIES GAN 
APPROVED GP) 
hop of dubbed “Montgomery County Fireman 
which ff of the Month” on WGAY’s “Fire Alarm” 


+ blaze “ons 

a program. 

patrick | In honor of his services, the chief was | 000~- Jef AUTOMATIC FIRE HOSE WASHER 
presented with a bronze helmet by his ROTO-JET Washes, Rinses, Drains hose 








yperat- § fellow firemen. thoroughly and quickly. Hose is self-pro- 
p iron Irving Wallen Johnson pelled. Simple one man operation. With 
ead to or without detergents, ashes, dirt, mud and 
sage, —. are a scrubbed out and 
: nee Ohio Fire Marshai Appointed life. oe eee 
l 

ne Emmett P. Brush, Piqua, Ohio, has Now ... with Foot Pedal Operation. 


ht the § been appointed state fire marshal of Ohio WRITE FOR FOLDER 





s dis- & bY = C. William O'Neill. Mr. == 575 EAST MILWAUKEE 
Brush, a native of Miami County has > =: 
been engaged in sales promotion. L a TR CORPORATE DETROIT 2, MICHIGAN 
> with Governor O’Neill also announced the 








ing in § appointment of Fire Chief Elmer G. 
f John § Stough of Lorain, Ohio, as first assistant 


ment; § fire marshal. Chief Stough, a veterans of : 
‘county § 33 years in fire protection, is a director 
d H. § of the Ohio Fire Chiefs Association and 


il De- & Secretary-treasurer of the Great Lakes 





srt R. § Division, International Association of Manufacturers of the World Famous ATLAS Net 
v Jer- | Fire Chiefs. : i 

ation; This Month Gives You a Close-Up of the 

i . ATLAS No. 286 HAND BRAKE BELT 






Publications Received % 
Hi Forged Steel Hand Brake 
Hook, Tested Knurled 
<—Handle for Sure Grip 







333 QuEsTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR FIRE- 
MEN, published by Engineering Exten- 
sion, Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa. 
Bulletin 128 is a complete revision of 
Bulletins 119 and 126 which it re- 
places. Edited by Keith Royer, Super- 
visor, Firemanship Training. Covers 
organization and operation of a fire 
department, fire protection practices, Harness Leather, Grade 


etc, Price 50 cents. A, Billet and Buckle 
Straps for Safety ——> 


Leather Reinforcing Pad 
for Comfort and Safety | 


5” Wide Webbing 
Load Test Over 
<— 5000 Pounds 





<_ 
Harness Leather Keeper 


InDusTRIAL OVENS AND Dryers, pub- 
for Steel Hand Brake Ring 


lished by Factory Mutual Engineering 











Division, 1151 Boston - Providence 
go Turnpike, Norwood, Mass, Contains inacnietnieieunees t 
dep- a data on facotrs relating to d U 
1 act- explosions and fires in industrial ovens Made B sed By All 
», Ill., and dryers, based upon 30 years study, Yy & T b. A s . 
irshal investigation and testing by Factory 
farch Mutual Engineers. Although published SAFETY EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 
| was primarily for industrials insured in 27 Warren St., New York 7, N. Y. 
fire Factory Mutual, it should be in every p " 
fire department’s research library. ite fe Shans SES" Fete 
years” Price $1.00. 
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Hydrant 
RATCHET 
WRENCH 





4” SWING 
OPENS ANY HYDRANT 
EASIER-FASTER 





16” and 20” 
Handles ORDER TODAY 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


THE $-T HYDRANT WRENCH CO. 
P.O. BOX 921-C HOLYOKE, MASS. 
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EONARD 
“eolary ear 
PUMP 


Nickel for Toughness 
Steel for Strength 


Free Iilustrated Brochure Describes . . . 


* Complete Specifications 
Performance Graph 

All Construction Features 
Installation Directions 
Operation Instructions 
Diagrams of 4 Models 


POTTER-HORN INC. 


Statler Bildg., Boston 16, Mass. 


AMERICAN FIRE EQUIPMENT CO. 


717 Boylston Street, Boston 16, Mass. 


| Please rush me free illustrated brochure | 
| that describes the improved Leonard Pump. 





Drafting Water from Wells 


To the Editor: 

“Fire Service Hydraulics“ teaches that 
when drafting water from a well or other 
source that atmospheric pressure forces 
water up through the suction hose as the 
pump creates a partial vacuum. There- 
fore the source of supply must be vented 
to atmospheric pressure. 

In this area, almost all wells for home 
use are constructed with only one pipe, 
usually 1% inches in size, with the pump 
connected directly to the pipe. There is 
no vent for atmospheric pressure. Will 
you please explain the theory and what 
the maximum lift will be for this system? 

D. G. 


Answer: It may be generally assumed 
that the soil is not impervious and atmos- 
pheric pressure will have effect on the 
water flowing into shallow wells as on an 
open body of water. Therefore no addi- 
tional venting is necessary. Where driven 
wells are concerned, venting would de- 
stroy the suction seal and it would be 
impossible to obtain water. The lift of 
the pump in a system of this type will be 
limited by natural laws and the efficiency 
of the pump itself, the same as in any 
other system. 





First Plane in Fire Fighting 


To the Editor: 
Can you tell me when the first airplane 
was used in fighting a fire, and where? 
—W. B. R. 


Answer: Precise information on this score 
is lacking, but it is said that the first 
time fire fighting was ever directed from 
an airplane was at the great explosion and 
fire at Morgan, N. J., on October 4, 1918. 

Fighting the blaze which followed the 
continuing explosions at the shell-loading 
plant was very dangerous, and a plane 
was pressed into service to spot fires. In 
this way, thousands of pounds of TNT 
was reported saved from the flames and 
the consequent explosions without fur- 
ther damage. 


Emptying an Elevated Tank 


To the Editor: 

A water tank 12 feet in diameter and 
10 feet high is supported on a stand that 
is 100 feet high. How long will it take 
to empty the tank through a 1%-inch 
ground level opening?—F. B. 


Answer: First find the capacity of the 
tank in gallons. This may be done by 
(1) finding the volume in cubic feet by 
the formula: wr*h, where r equals radius 
in feet and h equals height in feet of 
tank. 

Thus: 3.1416 X (6)?X10, or 3.1416X 
36 X 10=1,131 cubic feet. 

(2) Finding the capacity by multiply- 
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BODY-GUARD 


BUNKER SUITS 


FOR COMFORT & PROTECTION 





WE ARE DISTRIBUTORS FOR 
SIREN BOOTS 


We have been supplying FIREMEN’S 
CLOTHING for over 36 years. 


Any fireman can have a catalog by writing— 


BODY - GUARD 


MANUFACTURING CO. 


ST. JOSEPH - - - MISSOURI 





The Fireman’s Choice - 


Powertil Light 


When he needs it—where he needs it 


Hip (SOL 


PORTABLE ELECTRIC HAND LAMPS 









Model 700-A 
2000-foot 
beam 


Most powerful, 
heavy-duty hand 
lamp of its size. Ad- 
justable 6-inch head. 
Operates on four 
standard No. 6 dry 
cells. 


Model 211 
1500-foot 
beam 
Popular price, 
light weight, 
easy to carry. Ad- 
justable 5-inch head. 
Holds two standard 
6-volt lantern bat- 
teries. Operates on 
one; other is a spare. 
Write for folder on complete information on these and 
other Big Beam dry-cell and storage-battery models. 
U-C LITE MANUFACTURING CO. 
1041 West Hubbard St., Chicago 22, Illinois 


In Canada: Bernard Marks & Co., Ltd., 
70 Claremont St., Toronto 3, Ontarie 
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cubic foot: 


D ing the volume by number of gallons per 
1,131 X 7.48=8,459.88, or 8,460 gal- 


lons. the 
r S$ Second: Determine the average head 

by adding one-half of the height of the VOLUW NP aLaLR . 
ION tank to the distance above ground: 


10+2=5+100, or 105 feet. 
Then multiply by .434 to determine 








pressure. 
105 X .434=45.57 psi. ; ay 
Third: Find discharge by formula 29.7 A POWERFUL NEW : 


d’VP, where d is the outlet diameter and 


"sn 5) VAT COMMUNICATION RECEIVER 7 

= 29.7 X 2.25 X 6.75 

Foul tach capacity by discharge FOR YOUR 2-WAY RADIO CALLS VHF 

to find the answer: 
8,460+451, or 18.5 minutes. For the first time, a truly high performance 


receiver is available at a price low enough for FEATURES 
individual members of public security organiza- 
tions to keep informed while on or off duty. Fire CAR AND HOME / OFFICE MODELS 


















H H and police departments, civil defense organiza- 15 TUBES (AC / 150) 
Obituaries tions and all other operators of 2-way radios are TRANSISTORIZED (MOBILE) 
ae improving their service to the community with CRYSTAL CONTROLLED 
Mrs. Calvin M. Johnson the use of VOLUNTEERS in members’ cars, oie 
Ess Johnson, widow of Chief Calvin homes or offices. COMPACT—EASILY INSTALLED 
S M. Johnson of the Knoxville, Tenn., Fire VOLUNTEER Receivers and PAK-FONE 2- FCDA APPROVED 
Department, died on April 22 after a long Way Portable Radios are sold by your 2-Way 25 to 55 MC — 140 to 175 MC 
ws illness. She was 70 years of age. Prior to radio service organization. Phone or write for ONLY $99.00 (less crystal) 


her illness, she accompanied her husband complete details. Phone: AUstin 7-8888. 
to many conferences of the International 
Association of Fire Chiefs. 


INDUSTRIAL RADIO CORP. 
428 N. PARKSIDE * CHICAGO, ILL. 











Chief Joseph Zale 


Joseph Zale, 54, chief of the Gary, 
Ind., Fire Department since 1952, died 
of a stroke March 19. 

Chief Zale joined the Gary Fire De- 
partment in 1935 and advanced through 
the ranks to the post of chief, He was a 
member of the Indiana Fire Chiefs Asso- 
ciation and the International Association 
of Fire Chiefs. A brother of Tony Zale, 


former world’s middleweight champion, © Ow 4 4 
Chief Zale had been a champidn ama- 


e iJ 
teur boxer and an AAU commissioner. when you need it with a 
Assistant Chief John Massa has been | § 



































named acting chief of the Gary Depart- af J te Pd a a 
‘oe ment pending final action by city officials. 
= OWER - 
eam i Ne 
ful, Veteran Fire Marshal Dies Pe 
and Captain W. F. Traeger, 65, fire mar- | ~— PORTABLE ELECTRIC PLANT d 
_ Ad- shal for the State of Pennsylvania since | | # a 500 To 2250 WATT 4 
oe 1932, died on March 27 following a two- fh Operates smoke ejec- WITH CARRYING HANDLES vs 
= week illness. A nationally known arson | tors, flood lights, : 
, ‘ i pumps and radio dur- 

authority, Marshal Traeger was also ac- | | i ing fire emergencies 

tive in establishing the State Fire School | | S Lisa ieoued tien 
211 at Lewistown. you are equiped with 
foot : Portable Electric 
Pam "Power. Also perma- 
rice, | W. A. Tighe, Veteran Reporter | | J | nent station installa- 
ight, William A. Tighe, 74, veteran member | =~ line transfer controls 


which automatically 
cuts in stand-by power 


Ad- of the Boston “Daily Globe” editorial YY i 
during failure or disas- OTHER MODELS UPTO 100 KW § 


roe staff died March 18. He was a close 


bat- friend and confidant of firemen in the 





ter. Investigate now— 
s on Boston area and numbered among his write for ful informa- WINPOWER 
pare. prize possessions the No. 1 gold badge tion, illustrated fold- MFG. CO. 


oo oad issued to him by the Boston Fire Depart- 

oe | ment. He was a member of the Box 52 

0. Club of Boston and an honorary member 

linois of the New England Fire Chiefs Asso- 
ciation. 


ers and prices. Dept. G-115, Newton, lowa F 
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special 


Winco Model 


205B14S2D—1M3 2500 

® watt Direct Drive 115 

jw volts, 60 cycles, A.C. 
Carrying cradle 


optional. 


portable power 


for fire and police work 


All the features you want — 4 power 
outlets, runs 4 tools, or lights and tools 


at once. Quick-Release mechanism 
(optional). Super Power, king-size 
generator provides close, steady volt- 
age regulation. Easy to carry, extra 
lightweight for ready portability. Easy 
to start, 4 cycle Briggs & Stratton 
Engine. 

Write for information. Dept. FE-57 


WINCHARGER CORPORATION 


SIOUX CITY, IOWA 


th Radio porot 








1957’s GREATEST OPPORTUNITY 
for 
EXPERIENCED FIRE ENGINEERS 
offered by 


NOTIFIER 


The Nation’s 
M. factur 


Leader in the Development and 
e of A 


tic Fire Detection Equip- 





ment 


Due to rapid developments and tremendous de- 
mand for our revolution: new equipment, WE 
NEED EXPERIENCED FIRE ENGINEERS to 
handle this business! 


YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO PASS UP THIS OP- 
PORTUNITY IF YOU HAVE HAD EXPERIENCE 
OR PREVIOUS TRAINING IN FIRE DETEC- 


TION OR SPRINKLER SUPERVISION OR ANY 
OF THE FOLLOWING FIELDS: 


* Central station sales or service 
* Selling or servicing municipal fire alarm systems 
* Plant fire protection engineer 


* State, national or governmental fire protection 
administration 


* Working with architects in writing fire alarm 
specifications 


COMPLETE FACTORY TRAINING PROGRAM 
ON OUR EQUIPMENT 


Write at once, giving complete details to— 


NOTIFIER 


Corporation 


239 South 11th Lincoln, Nebraska 
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— the round table — 


discussion of current fire department and fire management problems 








Issuing Summonses or Traffic Tickets 


THIS IS THE FINAL INSTALL- 
MENT of the Round Table on issuing 
summonses or traffic tickets. 

The generous response from our 
readers made it necessary to carry the 
discussion over to this issue. The edi- 
tors will welcome any comments on 
the subject, or on next month’s subject 
which is described in a box on a sub- 
sequent page. Address replies to 
Round Table Editor, Fire ENGINEER- 
ING, 305 East 45th Street, New York 
Ri,.Ws Os 


Discussion of the Subject 


William A. Simpson, Chief, Indiana, 
Pa.: The fire department refers all vio- 
lations or complaints relating to traffic or 
interference on the fire ground to the 
police department for prosecution. 

We have a minimum of interference 
within the borough, either in going to an 
alarm or during same, as our police de- 
partment handles our fire alarm system 
and base station for our radio communi- 
cation system. Consequently, there are 
usually two police cruisers at the alarm 
prior to the arrival of the equipment. All 
police and fire equipment as well as the 
personal cars of chiefs are radio-equipped. 

The situation at rural alarms is some- 
times critical. Our State Police will go to 
a rural fire if requested. 

Traffic signals in the borough are now 
controlled from headquarters to expedite 
passage of fire equipment. 


Walter R. Messer, Chief, Keene, N. H.: 
Any person may make a formal complaint 
charging violation relating to traffic or in- 
terference with fire department opera- 
tions, or any other violation of law or 
statute committed in said person’s pres- 
ence. 

Summary power lies within the juris- 
diction of the police. 

The procedure followed in issuing 
summonses is as follows: The complaint 
is made to the police and a warrant 
issued by justice setting forth the viola- 
tion. The violator is summoned by police. 
Testimony of complainant setting ele- 
ments of violation is given before the 
court at hearing of respondent. 


Harold Rasmussen, Chief, Joliet, Ill.: 
Here in Joliet the members of the fire 
department do not have the authority to 
serve summonses relating to traffic, in- 
terference, etc. The police respond to all 
fires, and if it becomes necessary to have 
action of this nature, we call on the po- 
lice. The only member of the fire depart- 
ment that has similar authority is the 


deputy chief in charge of fire preven- 
tion. In cases such as preferring actions 
to force someone to install a fire escape or 
repair defective chimney or possibly en- 
force an ordinance providing for proper 
lighting of a stairway and providing exits, 
he does carry authority to see that these 
various conditions are rectified. 


Ira J. Stockwell, Chief, Carlsbad, 
N. M.: Members of the fire department 
do not have power to issue summonses 
relating to traffic, interference, or other 
actions on the fire ground. 

The offender is cited in police court 
for the violation. 


Harry Marr, Chief, Portland, Maine: 
The Portland Fire Department does not 
have authority to issue summonses. 

The police answer all box alarms and 
when it is necessary, they block off traffic 
and reroute it. State law prevents ve- 
hicles from driving over hose in the 
street. No unauthorized persons are al- 
lowed through fire lines. Police enforce 
this. State law also governs apparatus 
responding to fires. 


J. W. Greenfield, Chief, Brunswick, 
Ga.: We have no power to issue sum- 
monses. This must be done by the police. 
If they are not at the emergency, we 
just have to do the best we can and let 
it go at that. 

I do believe we should have the au- 
thority to issue summonses for violations 





THIS MONTH’S QUESTIONS 


Do members of your fire de- 
partment have power to issue 
summonses relating to: (a) traffic 
or (b) interference, or other ac- 
tions on the fire ground? 


If so, who must issue sum- 
mons (a) officer (b) chauffeur or 
driver (c) any 


Is the assistance of the police 
department or traffic officer in- 
voked in any way in issuance of 
summons, and prosecution of 
offender? 


What is the procedure fol- 
lowed in issuing (a) traffic sum- 
mons (b) other (such as interfer- 
ence with firemen in perform- 
ance of their duty, etc, as 
distinct from fire prevention vio- 
lations). Please explain steps 
taken. 
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NEXT MONTH’S QUESTIONS 


Do you carry side ladders on 
your pumpers? 


If you do, what type (wood or 
metal) and what sizes? 

What advantages do you find 
in so equipping your pumpers? 


If you do not carry any lad- 
ders on pumpers, what are your 
reasons for not doing so? 











of traffic and interference with fire de- 
partment operations, 


W. A. Paddock, Chief, Caldwell, Ida.: 
Here in Caldwell, summonses are issued 
by the police department. 


D. E. Littleton, Chief, San Bernardino, 
Cal.: Police officers assisting at fires, is- 
sue citations for violations or make ar- 
rest, whichever is proper. 


John Ryan, Chief, Poplar Bluff, Mo.: 
The chief or assistant chief of the fire 
department has the authority to issue 
summonses. Offenders must appear be- 
fore a judge and are fined accordingly. 

We have the full cooperation of the 
police department. 


F. E. Saefke, Chief, Fargo, N. D.: If 
at any time, there is interference with 
the operation of the fire department, any 
fireman has the right to make an arrest. 
If a policeman is present, the offender 
is turned over to the police. While we do 
have this power, it has not been neces- 
sary for us to serve any summons. 


V. A. Parker, Chief, Cumberland, Md.: 
A chief or assistant chief may call a 
police officer on fire duty to issue sum- 
mons, make arrest or remove interfering 
person from fire grounds. 


Ellis Z. Bauer, Chief, Santa Fe, N. M.: 
Aii members of the Santa Fe Fire De- 
partment have police powers when re- 
sponding to a fire alarm, as well as on 
the fire ground, However, traffic citations 
are only carried by the fire marshal and 
his two assistants. 

When citations are issued by firemen, 
the case must be prosecuted by the per- 
son issuing such citation in city police 
court. 

Due to the time involved in issuing 
summonses and consequent appearance 
in court, usually the following day, we 
have found it to be much more satisfac- 
tory to have a regular police officer han- 
dle the issuing of traffic citations as well 
as for other violations. A police cruiser is 
dispatched to all fires. In the event of a 
large fire, sufficient police are assigned 
to handle the traffic and crowds that 
might congregate. 


J. Coleman Miller, Chief, Auburn, 
Maine: The chief and deputy chief carry 
their own books of police summonses; 
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CAIRNS — 


PLASTIC 


FIRE HELMETS 


The “CLIFTON” 


(No. 900 — Regulation) 


















Also offered in 
The “CAVALIER” 
(No, 725 — Drop Brim 
with regulation front) 







Regulation 8-comb style, or drop brim style with standard front; made 
of FLINT-FLEX, the rugged plastic that is light, tough, flexible and 
nonconducting; has the new FORMABLE HEAD BAND that can be 
moulded to your own particular head shape; complete protection at 
moderate cost. Other CAIRNS HELMETS in leather and aluminum. 


Write for Catalog 351 


CAIRNS & BRO., Inc.—Allwood, Clifton, N. J. 




















HOSE STORAGE 
AND 
LOADING UNIT 





SAVES SPACE 


SAVES TIME 


SAVES WORK 
. KEEPS HOSE AND 
Se COUPLINGS OFF THE FLOOR 





ELIMINATES 
CARELESS ABUSE 





Porto-Rak is the modern way to handle, store and load hose. 


PORTO-RAK holds 1800 feet of 214” hose and proportionally more 
of 114” hose in an 8% foot space (loading table detached). Easy, con- 
venient to use. Roll it right up to the truck for complete hose reload 
—out of the way when not in use. Equipped with locking fiber-wheeled 
casters. Why lug hose? Let PORTO-RAK do the work! 


WRITE FOR FOLDER 





== 575 EAST MILWAUKEE 
FR corPoRATION 


IRCUL = 


DETROIT 2, MICHIGAN 
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‘*MORSE’’ 


SHUT-OFF NOZZLE 
and PLAYPIPE 


COMBINATION 










The 
World's 


Finest 





Fig. 156 





F. N. MCINTIRE BRASS WORKS 


377 Putnam Ave., Cambridge 39, Mass. | 
1ea7 ss a Se ee es es RST 
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New stretcher simplifies removal 
of injured from high locations 


Here’s another use for the versatile new Hag- 
gard’s all-purpose stretcher kit. No matter 
what type of stretcher you now have, you 
have need for the new Haggard. It does all 
the things any stretcher can do, plus many 
more. It is a complete unit ready for instant 
use anywhere. It is so compact that it fits 
into a car trunk. Lightweight, only 28% 
pounds complete with case, blanket, first aid 
supplies, and accessories. It’s such a totally 
new concept in utility, versatility and prac- 
ticality that you should investigate it at once. 
See how easy it is to store, transport, and put 
to use. See all the advanced, needed features 
that make it a combination litter, fracture 
board, traction splint, and resuscitator. Com- 
pact, convenient, complete. Ask your MSco 
distributor for a demonstration or write Med- 
ical Supply Company, Rockford, Illinois. In 
Canada, Safety Supply Company, Toronto 2. 
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these are mostly issued for parking at 
hydrants, blocking engine house doors, 
running over hose or following appara- 
tus too closely. 

So far we have issued very few sum- 
monses for we prefer to have the police 
issue them. 


Bernard J. Padgett, Chief, Alexandria, 
Va.: The police respond to all fire alarms 
in our city. They issue summonses on di- 
rection of chief officer in charge. Any 
employee may cite violations through 
command officers. 


Clay A. Easterly, Chief, Martinsville, 
Va.: Our officers and firemen are not em- 
powered to issue summonses for traffic 
violations. All such violations are re- 
ferred to the police department. 

The police are alerted on all alarms. 
One traffic car proceeds to the scene on 
the first alarm. Additional police are 
called where needed. The police attend 
to all traffic problems on the fire ground. 
Also, an officer is available to assist the 
chief or district officer in the immediate 
fire area, 

Our police coverage is excellent. In 
our particular city, I do not see any rea- 
son for a fire department to issue traffic 
summonses. 


Albert J. Gee, Chief, Superior, Wis.: 
We do not have the power to issue sum- 
monses. All violations are reported to the 
police department who take complete 


| charge. 


All summonses are issued by the po- 
lice department upon the request of com- 
plaint of the fire department. The police 
are notified of all alarms with the excep- 
tion of grass, rubbish, etc., and they im- 
mediately dispatch a squad car to the 
scene to handle traffic and perform any 
other duties that may be necessary. 


Ernest Heller, Chief, Ann Arbor, 
Mich. The police issue violation tickets 
and all summonses in our city. 


Jake Mahan, Chief, Camden, Ark.: In 
the past we have had a good deal of 
trouble with traffic. We are a country 
town and a number of people from the 
rural areas come in regularly. We go on 
the radio once a day and talk to the peo- 
ple about the hazardous job we are do- 
ing. We once had to fine people as much 
as $10 and $25. Our talking to them 
has done a lot of good. 


J. Newton Richardson, Chief, Beau- 
mont, Tex.: We do not have the power 
to issue summonses relating to traffic or 
interference on the fire ground. 

Violations are reported to the police 
or traffic officer detailed to the scene of 
the fire. 


Thomas H. Wood, Chief, Fairfield, 
Ala.: Firemen in charge at fire are em- 
powered to issue summonses. The assist- 
ance of the police department is in- 
voked only in writing summonses. 

The usual procedure is to radio for a 
patrol car and have the summons written. 


John J. Graves, Acting Chief, Herki- 
mer, N. Y.: We do not have the power 


| bands 








TONE ACTIVATED 


High Frequency Radio Receiver 


THE MODERN ALARM 


@ Buy a Fyrcall for each fireman. Send spoken 
alarm & instructions. 

@ Use present police or fire transmitter to send 
alarms. 

@ Receives only messages preceded by a tone. 
(1000 to 2000 cps available.) 

@ Reset switch returns receiver to silent 
standby. 

@ Crystal Controlled. At least 2 mile range 
without outside antenna. 

@ Low cost. Low power consumption. 6 tubes 
& rectifier. 27 Watts. 


Please Write to 
PLECTRON CORPORATION 


Overton, Nebraska 


wil Dawcoutble \s Fast 


IT FEATURES SAFETY FIRST 


because it’s... 


“SAFETY CONDITIONED” 


with 


““SCOTCHLITE™ 


JANESVILLE fire coats, either duck or rubber, 
are available fully “SAFETY CONDITIONED" 
with properly - 

placed ‘‘SCOTCH- 
LITE"’ trim that will 
reflect light with 
dazzling brilliance 
on dark streets or 
in smoke-filled 
buildings. 
“SCOTCHLITE” 
extend 
around cuffs and 
bottom of coat in 
addition to verti- 
cal strip on front 
flap and a hori- 
zontal band across 
the back, 











FREE literature upon request 


APPAREL CO. 
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BADGES 
of authority 





DESIGNED WITH DISTINCTION 
EXECUTED IN METALS OF 
TIMELESS BEAUTY...WORN 
WITH HONOR AND RESPECT 


Descriptive catalog free on request 


Everson-Ross 


88 CHAMBERS STREET 
NEW YORK 7, N.Y. 











Right On The Spot a quick, dependable 


power source for operating electrical 
equipment used by modern fire depart- 
ments. Katolight Portable Power Plants 
furnish fast auxiliary power for lights, 
pumps, resuscitators, other emergency 
equipment. Available either trailer- or 
bracket-mounted, capacities from 500 to 
50,000 Watts and larger, with popular- 
make engines that can be serviced any- 
where. 


NEW FOLDER 
Write us to- 
day for com- 

plete informa- | 
tion and prices 
concerning 


your require- 
ments : q 
atolight corroration 
Box 891-99 Mankato, Minnesota 
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to issue summonses for traffic violations 
or for interference with fire department 
operations. 

Complaints are turned over to the po- 
lice department and they handle the 
matter. 


O. B. Spruill, Chief, Columbus, Miss.: 
The issuing of summonses is handled by 
our police department in a very efficient 
manner. A police car is dispatched on 
every run made by our department. 


R. E. Garnett, Chief, Cheyenne, Wyo.: 
Any fireman may issue summonses re- 
lating to traffic or interference on the 
fire ground. 

However, the police answer all fire 
alarms in our city and are on the fire 
ground. When interference, etc., occurs, 
a police officer is summoned by the fire- 
men and he takes the necessary action 
from there. 


Raymond DeVetter, Chief, Watertown, 
S. D.: We do have the power to issue 
summonses for such things as traffic in- 
terference or other actions on the fire 
ground, Usually this is done by an officer 
of the fire department. 

The way we handle this traffic situa- 
tion goes something like this: If a car is 
involved in say driving over hose or some 
other violation, we tell them to report to 
the police station, but we take the license 
number so that in the event the driver 
doesn’t show up we can trace the car 
back. Then we sign the complaint and 
he is ordered to appear in court. In court 
we testify to the violation. The judge, in 
turn, decides the case as he would in any 
other case and sets the amount of the fine 
that must be paid. Most of the violations 
are fined according to, and in the amount 
specified by, city ordinance. 

Whenever we have occasion to fine 
anyone for some violation, we make it a 
point to see that the proper publicity 
appears in the local paper. Most people 
want to do the right thing, but are not 
too informed in many cases as to just 
what is right and wrong. Any member 
of the fire department should make sure 
that the party involved did so because 
of carelessness and not because of an 
honest mistake. 

Most city ordinances cover any vio- 
lations which we may encounter. How- 
ever, on the other side of the deal, peo- 
ple with authority to enforce laws should 
at all times be reasonable and not abuse 
this authority. The net result will be that 
people will in the end have more respect 
for law and order and there will be less 
of a tendency to be in violation. [TJ 


Resents Retirement 


When the St. Johnsville, N. Y., Fire 
Department replaced its old pumper 
sometime ago, the Brothers stored the 
reserve apparatus in a garage. On a “stilly 
night” in April, the old pumper protested 
its forced retirement with a most mourn- 
ful racket. St. Johnsville firemen, who 
hustled to investigate the wail of a fire 
siren, found a short circuit in the old 
truck, 








A FOG CURTAIN! 





Above is an actual photo of fog pattern 
of the JAVELIN NOZZLE so effective for 


fighting aircraft, auto, partition wall, 


coal pile, cotton bale, and cellar type 
fires wherever forceful entry is required. 
Every department needs one! Order to- 


day or write for complete details: 





DEALERS—Valuable 
sales territories open— 
write for details! 











JAVELIN TOOL & SUPPLY CO. 


918 G. DANIEL BALDWIN BUILDING, ERIE, PA. 


FIREMEN’S UNIFORMS 


ACCESSORIES 











Uniforms tailored 
from the new 
DuPont Dacron 
blended materials 















"RUSSELL 
UNIFORM 


Company 
NEW YORK 











RUSSELL UNIFORM CO. 
192 Lexington Ave., 
New York 16, N. Y. 


Please send free information as checked 
below. 
(_] Circular of firemen's uniforms and 
equipment 
[] Samples of all wool 
and measurement forms 
L] Samples of Dacron blended ma- 


materials 


terials, prices and measure- 
ment forms 
WR eek AA ae oh ak CA 
PEE i Ba a OF 8 Find 6a 
Mit 5. 650.6 cerns ame Zone State.... 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Rate $10 per column inch, less 10% for three or more consecutive in- 


sertions. Closing date for copy, 25th of month preceding date of issue. 


Address Fire ENGINEERING, 305 East 45th Street, New York 17, N. Y. 











! FIRE HOSE SALE ! 


144"x50" 4 CRL fire hose, un- 
ut $ .26 ft. epid. 

214"x50’ sy rm = @ hose, un- 
$ .40 ft. epid. 


envenp . CLEAN FACTORY PACKED 
GUARANTEED PERFECT 
Hien 8) —y fire hose ...... $ .40 ft. 
x10" hard suction = 
” or 1”x50’ Booster h 
4’"xif DJ soft cmstion”. hose, 
w/4.", oplgs. male & 
long handle female .... 
Mechanical 


4.75 ea. 
5.95 ea. 
1.25 ea. 
4.25 ea. 


1_"xi2" Plain 
22"x15" Plain 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
ANY THREAD COUPLING CAN BE 
SUPPLIED ON HOSE LISTED 


TOWSON HOSE & RUBBER CO. 
104 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BALTIMORE 4, MD. 
Phone VAlley 3-1672 


NOTICE 
To Cities, Villages and Townships. 


a TRUCK 


Special 1957 wae _ Duty Four wees 
Drive Pick Up Pack designed with a 
du n rear y to whee! — 


fast, agile, weed, "fnsest and. ood kinen. ‘ake 
for spraying trees and shrubbery. 


By removing tank, truck may be used for any 
and all other purposes. 


Priced at ...... «$2985.00 F. 0. B. 


VALLEY FIRE TRUCK CO. 
59 Tuscola Rd. 
Bay City, Michigan 


FOR SALE 


Diamond T Emergency Truck. 3 KVA Kohler 
generator, complete with floodlights, fully 
equipped, new tres, new paint job. No reason. 
able offer reject 
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS, 
CENTER MORICHES FIRE DISTRICT, 
CENTER MORICHES, N. Y. 














APPARATUS & EQUIPMENT 
SALESMEN 
Manufacturer has some open territories still 
available in New England. Write qualifications 
and territory covered to: 


MAYNARD FIRE APPARATUS CO. 
Route 3A 
Marshfield, Mass. 





ANTIQUE FIRE APPARATUS 
DEPICTED IN COLOR ON HEAVY 
ABSORBENT COASTERS 


Series of 4 different Rigs. Assortment of 2 

dozen—GIFT W ok We cae wi ~ By 12 dozen 
e will imprin r nam 

cromneotion FREE in lots of 6 oress or more. 


&: =. less 10%; 24 gross, less 20%. Perfect 
next Banquet or Convention. Two 

beautifully Ly matching 3% x 4 Fire 

Miniatures $3.00 Ppd. 

PRICES AND SAMPLES OF OUR MATCH. 

ING COCKTAIL NAPKINS ON REQUEST. 


HOBBY MATS 
Box 145 Dept. F 
Balsam Lake, Wisc. 














FIRE TRUCK FOR SALE 
1931 Mack 500 G.P.M. rotary pump recently 
overhauled at factory, siren, bell, extension and 
roof tadders, nozzles, hand extinguishers, foam 
generator, suction and booster hose included. 
Now in service Price $750.00 
COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY 
Stony Creek Mills 
Reading, Pennsylvania 


21,” FIRE HOSE SALE 
SPECIAL OFFER 
Unused, clean, factory packed 2'”x50’ 8) CRL 
fire hose. leading brands, guaranteed perfect, 
tested to 300 ths. 


ONLY $.55 Ft. cpid. 


TOWSON HOSE & RUBBER CO. 
104 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BALTIMORE 4, MD. 
Phone VAlley 3-1672 





NEW, AMAZING 


device that holds firmly, 2% gal. foam and 
Ss A extinguishers while removing and re- 
apy J caps. 

an job. Save time and —". Lo using this 
cow extinguisher holder! Used cessfully by 
firemen in military installations, industrial 
plants and in city fire depts. Unconditional 
money-back _ ae Order now! $3.00 each 


or 2 for $5 
NDREW H. aus 
P. 0. Box 1351, Hartford | Te. +» JA. 8-8223 


akes recharging a simple one- 




















RECHROME and rebuild 
Your old sirens. Guaranteed work done. Rea- 
sonable rates. 
Convert 
your six volt sirens to twelve velts. 


Trade your old 


sirens in on Leading brands of new sirens, and 
Beacon Ray Lights. 
For Information write: 


EDWIN R. JENNY 
2024 Heitman Street 
Fort Myers, Fla. 








WANTED 
1820 to 1930 Ahrens-Fox front mounted piston 
type pumper. Write details to 
Cc. D. BOSSART 


822 Washington Rd. 
Pittsburgh 28, Pa. 





PORTABLE 
FIRE FIGHTING 
WATER PUMPS 

FOR SALE 


Deli vers 500 GPM at 100? pressure with 16’ lift. 
Com = with built- in 60 HP gasoline engine. 
a. 24/2" “discharee lets. Self 

200 ibs. Used by ce. 

cost $1400.00. All pumps reconditioned, 


ested and guaranteed in one operating con- 
jo Inspection invited. 


Ideal for emergencies, stand-by & 
CIVIL DEFENSE only $495.00 
SALMINI ENGINE CO. 
840 River Road Edgewater 





New Jersey 


AUTO PLATES 


Direct from manufacturer 
Tep quality identification plates at low cost. 
Write for Circular 
ATCHESON BROS. 
60 Main St. Cortland, N. Y. 








FIRE EQUIPMENT SALESMEN 


ATTENTION 
neg oa! known manufacturer of top quality 
as open territories in Indiana, Southwest 
Ohio, Eastern Kentucky, E. Tennessee and Ala- 
bama. Write giving full information including 
present lines, territ wanes. 


FIRE ENGINEERING 
305 East 45th St. 
New York 17, New York 

















STEAMERS 
and other old fire equipment 
WANTED 


Also carriages, surreys, coaches and accessories. 
Send description and price. Reward for good 


leads, 
FRANK SKOBERN 
Municipal Bid’. 
Endicott, N. Y. 

















FIRE TRUCK 


1947 K-6 Int'l, 3500 miles snctetias pansies 
time. John Bean fog gentomenk, 655 allon tank, 
—_ _eauipped, an 


ses, over oan 
bination, 2 speed axle with overdrive. 
_~ runs like new, must be seen to be “appreel- 

Reason for one. must have larger unit. 
Pietures on request. Immediate possession. 

BLUE MOUND FIRE DISTRICT 

Biue Mound, 
tilinois 





ADVERTISING 
on this page 
BRINGS RESULTS 











PART TIME SALESMEN WANTED 


Sell the finest fire jive systems for homes 
commercial places in your spare time. The Pd 
gy 8 for h— systems is tremendous today. 
facts and product information 
write =_ 
FIRE-LITE ALARMS, INC. 
192F Fulton Terrace 
New Haven 2, Conn. 
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Army Fire Museums Originated by Fort Benning Fire Chief 


Every post within the command area 
of the Third Army has a museum de- 
voted solely to displays of fire prevention 
material and fire fighting equipment. 
The idea for this program originated 
with Chief Gilbert A, Ward of the Fort 
Benning, Ga., Fire Department, The 
Fort Benning museum has grown from 
its small beginning in 1954 until today 


“Egypt’’ Has Busy Week End 


That portion of Southern Illinois 
known as “Egypt” had a hot time during 
the January 26th week end. 

Fire departments from nine southern 
Illinois communities mobilized to put out 
a hotel fire in Herrin, Ill., on the 26th. 
The blaze proved only one of several 
incidents that kept fire fighters on the 
jump in that area. 

The fire in the Laymar Hotel was 
placed under control late in the eve- 
ning and firemen were picking up their 
gear when the Christopher Fire Depart- 
ment, one of the mutual aid forces, re- 
ceived an emergency call to hurry back 
home where a residence was burning. A 
piece of apparatus from the DuQuoin 
Fire Department, also on mutual aid, was 
dispatched to Christopher. 

A few minutes later, two homes burst 
into flames in Cambria, Illinois. Three 
fire units were rushed from Herrin to 
battle these fires, since Cambria has no 
fire fighting equipment. 

A short while later, fire involved a 
house in Carbondale, another city in 
the area. This community has two fire 
units. One was at Herrin and the other 
responded to this latest blaze. In the 
extremity, a unit was called to Carbon- 
we from Murphysboro for stand-by 

uty. 

While this Murphysboro force was en 
route a mattress fire broke out in the 
Carbondale City Jail and a radio call 
went out to firemen battling the house 
fire to get the extinguishing job done 
and hurry to the jail house. 

In Mount Vernon, Ill., two simulta- 
neous fires on the 27th destroyed a house 
and a cafe several blocks apart. One 
man, 72, was killed in the dwelling fire. 

Firemen were summoned to a fire in a 
cafe at 11:45 a.m. and a few minutes 
later the house fire was reported. Part 
of the Mount Vernon fire force was dis- 
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it is one of the fort’s show places, with 
two men assigned as guides. To aid in 
the orientation of newly assigned person- 
nel in fire prevention and protection, 
each major unit of the post is assigned 
a specified day each week to tour the 
museum, During the first two months of 
1957, more than 800 visitors were regis- 
tered—U. S. Army photo. 


patched to the second blaze and off-duty 
firemen and units from nearby communi- 
ties were called. Incidentally, one of the 
nation’s first successful mutual aid organi- 
zations was founded in that area. It was 
known as the Egyptian Fire Fighters As- 
sociation. 

Fire Chief Paul Partridge of Mount 
Vernon reported the cause of both fires 
was undetermined. Damages were not 
given. 

Anyone skeptical about the value of 
mutual assistance pacts in time of simul- 
taneous fires, might well ponder these 
incidents.—Raymond P. Huffman 


N. Y. Thruway 
Fire Rig Wrecked 


A new $12,000 Thruway fire unit was 
reported demolished in a 1:00 a.m. 
crackup April 12 last, when a truck 
trailer crashed into it near milepost 314, 
west of Port Byron, N., Y. 

The driver of the fire unit, which is 
based at Weedsport interchange, had 
parked his apparatus off the Thruway 
pavement with its lights on while he 
went to pick up a deer killed by an auto, 
according to police. 

The driver of the big trailer truck, 
tooling along the eastbound ldne, saw 
lights ahead but said he thought they 
were on a moving vehicle. About that 
time, he reached for a cigarette and his 
truck plowed into the rear of the fire rig. 
The parked fire unit was rolled over and 
demolished, police say, and the trailer 
truck landed on the Thruway mall, 
slightly damaged. 

Driver of the big truck was fined $25. 
A new vehicle was put on duty at 
Weedsport in an hour, according to 
Thruway officials. 










Meo ride 


nw All weather ~~ 


VERSATILE 
BLACK or WHITE 
CRM. Free 
No. 60 ‘ Literature 
Available 








See Your Local Dealer or Write 


MORNING PRIDE MFG. CO. 


1986 HOME AVE., DAYTON 7, OHIO 











SPECIFY (Comfortable 


WENTWORTH 


“HEAD-MASTER 


FIRE FIGHTERS 


UNIFORM CAPS 





STYLE 441 


‘‘HEAD-MASTER" Styles include Bell tops, 
8-Points, Air Force, Military Pershings, etc. 
Write for complete catalog. 

All HEAD-MASTERS are made by Union 
Craftsmen with long, long, experience and 
know-how. All cloths are 100% wool, pre- 
shrunk and waterproofed. Only the finest 
standard materials are used. 

This combination gives you the finest 
Uniform caps made anywhere. 

For Styling, comfort, quality, and dura- 
bility always specify HEAD-MASTER Uni- 
form Caps and be sure of the finest. They 
are guaranteed unconditionally to give 
complete satisfaction. 

Order Direct or thru your regular dealer. 


Wentworth-Forman Co., Inc. 


21A Edinboro St., Boston 11, Mass. 
ESTABLISHED 1895 
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FOR TRAINING 








16mm MOTION PICTURE PROJECTOR 
WITH SOUND AND SILENT SPEEDS 


The Ampro Stylist Deluxe is an invaluable tool for training your personnel in 

effective fire fighting techniques. It makes possible a standardized trainee program 

for new firemen . . . saves time and money through visual demonstration of equip- 

ment in use. Fire films can be obtained from your local television station for 

depicting correct or incorrect methods used in firefighting. The National Board 

of Fire Underwriters and the National Fire Protection Association can provide 
films for a continuing educational program for the entire department. 


With the Stylist Deluxe 16mm Projector you’re assured of a superbly smooth 
performance at both sound and silent speeds. The Stylist Deluxe offers exclusive 
triple claw movement and Amprolap Finish for prolonged film life. A simple 
straight-line film path and long-wearing roller sprocket shoe assembly make 
threading ultra quick and easy. All operating controls are located on one central 
control panel. Other Ampro Stylist Deluxe features are interchangeable lenses, 
fast automatic rewind, film capacity of 2000 feet and slide-out removable film gate. 


70th Anniversary —1887-1957 


Call your local Graflex Dealer for an obligation-free 
demonstration, or write Dept. FE-57, Graflex, Inc., 
Rochester 8, N. Y., for further information. 


A SUBSIDIARY OF 
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FIRE ENGINEERING 








FIRE 
PUMPS 


ARE STILL IN SERVICE AFTER 20 YEARS... 


Designed and built to take punishment, 
INDIAN FIRE PUMPS stay on the job for years with little or no maintenance. 


No. 90 INDIAN No. 80 INDIAN LEVER 
SLIDING PUMP TYPE TYPE PUMP and HANDLE 


Psa 


We discarded soda sovurante 
acid type extinguish- 
ers and equipped with 
INDIAN FIRE 
PUMPS which give 
great satisfaction with 
only clear water. Our 
new truck is equipped Pr, 
with INDIANS. in- Suar ino 
stead of the usual ornare 
chemical _extinguish- 
ers. We cannot praise 
them too highly.” . 
Chief H. B. Wells, * 
Newbury, S. C. 

















Pump cup 


Cran MADE OF ARMCO ZINCGRIP STEEL OR 
SOLID COPPER. ARMCO IS FAR SUPERIOR TO 
ANY GALVANIZED METAL. 


Both types of INDIAN FIRE PUMPS are approved by TALOG 
UNDERWRITERS’ LABORATORIES. ee Sn ee Oe 





] handsome new pumpers-all 
with four wheel drive control 





f] 


Seven smartly styled new pumpers have joined the famous FWD fire 
apparatus line. These new models have the kind of rugged beauty that 
builds department pride and community pride! 


Chrome radiator bars and a massive chrome-trimmed bumper give the 
front end a look of power to match rugged FWD performance. Side 
panels have beautiful chrome nameplates styled with a sweep for the 
feeling of speed . . . Four Wheel Drive speed! 


This exclusive styling is now available on all models in the famous 
FWD “Deluxe” and “‘Special’’ lines. And every model has the exclusive 
FWD power and weight proportioning that gives you the safety of 
four wheel drive control. 


Once you drive them you'll find they’re even better than they look! 
New FWDs are the fastest, safest way to any fire! 


VP Builders of America’s Finest and Safest Fire Apparatus. 


THE FOUR WHEEL DRIVE AUTO COMPANY . CLINTONVILLE, WISCONSIN + Canadian Factory « KITCHENER, ONTARIO 











